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ROUNDING OUT A 
LONGSTANDING DEVEL-
OPMENT in the south end 
of Elmira, the fifth phase of 
the Southwood subdivision 
would add up to almost 
600 new homes to the 
community.

Schlegel Urban Devel-
opments is seeking a zone 
change for some 46 acres 
of land fronting on 1065 
Listowel Road, with plans 
discussed at Tuesday 
night’s meeting of Wool-
wich council.

The land, currently 
designated for agricul-
tural use, has long been 

Latest Southwood 
subdivision in 
Elmira unveiled 
at council session

→ SUBDIVISION 6Workers have built a temporary span across the Grand River to help them restore the West Montrose Covered Bridge.	 Julian Gavaghan

Julian Gavaghan 
Observer Staff

A GROUP OF 
CONCERNED WOOL-
WICH residents is draft-
ing an alternative budget 
to show the mayor and 
councillors how to tackle 
a reserve fund shortage 
without imposing another 
big tax rise.

Retired Conestogo busi-
nessman Hardy Willms 
and other members of 
the Property Taxpay-
ers Alliance said many 
households are already 
at “breaking point” and 
need relief.

Willms, a former chief 
financial officer, hopes 
that the prospect of next 
year’s election might 

make Mayor Sandy Shantz 
and the rest of council 
take notice and focus on 
reducing staff costs.

The alliance revealed 
its plan after Woolwich 
council was asked by 
director of finance Colm 
Lynn earlier this month to 
consider the possibility of 
a 22-per-cent tax rise next 
year.

Willms fears that figure 
is designed only as a 
device to make another 
double-digit increase 
more palatable to already 
frustrated voters.

“This year, the rise was 
10 per cent, and the last 
three years combined 
is 29.3 per cent, so it’s 
already unsustainable,” 
he said. → BUDGET 7

Group proposes alternative budget to counter massive Woolwich tax increases
“They’re not going to do 

22 per cent next year, but 
they threw that number 
out, and if they come in 
at 10 or 15 per cent, they’ll 
think they’re heroes.”

Earlier this year, an 
investigation by The 
Observer revealed that 
the 2025 increase was the 
second steepest among 
the 69 surrounding 

municipalities that were 
examined.

Only Wilmot, with an 
18.22 per cent increase, 
eclipsed the figure.

However, the township 
has argued that large 
tax increases have been 
necessary to address a 
predicted infrastructure 
deficit.  

earmarked for develop-
ment, in this case the fifth 
and final portion of the 
Southwood project. The 
area is essentially bounded 
by Arthur Street, Listowel 
Road, South Parkwood 
Boulevard and Timber 
Trail Road to the west.

The plan calls for a mix 
of residential uses, includ-
ing 77 to 111 single-family 
homes, 63 to 164 medi-
um-density units (semis 
and/or townhouses), 51 
to 63 street townhouses 
and three medium- to 
high-density blocks featur-
ing 136 to 250 townhouses 
and/or apartment build-
ings up to five storeys.
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Members of the Mapuche Nation from Chile (top), and another Latino group, Carrera de Sacos (meaning “sack race”), were among 
performers from a variety of cultures at the All That Worldly Jazz Festival in St. Jacobs on Sunday.	Julian Gavaghan
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If it matters to you. 
It matters to us.
News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Page Three A 24-year-old man was killed early Sunday 
morning Weimar Line near Maplewood Drive 
in Wellesley Township after his vehicle left 
the roadway and caught fire. The driver was 
pronounced dead at the scene after emer-
gency crews were called out about 3 a.m. 
Weimar Line was closed for approximately 10 
hours while police conducted an on-scene 
investigation.

Waterloo Region plans to get traffic flowing 
around, and not through, the village, are 
getting a less-than-enthusiastic welcome 
from residents. Opened in the fall of 
2004 at a cost of $1.6 million, the bypass 
– formally Reg. Rd. 17, or Fountain Street – 
has not been widely adopted by drivers. 
From the Sept. 24, 2005 edition of The Observer

Weimar Line fatality From the archives

With back-to-school routines and fall sports underway,
we know schedules can get busy. That’s why we offer

evening Physiotherapy appointments — so you can prioritize 
your health without missing out on your daily commitments.

Call 226-288-9743 or email us at 
info@peakphysiowellness.com to book today!

Evening Appointments at
Peak Physiotherapy & Wellness!

1600 King St N, Unit 10, St. Jacobs, ON
226-288-9743

Your Path to Peak Health

Melissa Norris
Registered

Physiotherapist

Leanne Park
Registered

Physiotherapy

Soodeh Amjadi
Pelvic Health

Physiotherapist

Ryan Marrin
Registered

Physiotherapist

Jacob Steinmann runs the Elmira Children’s Choir every Tuesday evening.	 Julian Gavaghan

Saturday’s 
ABC Festival 
in Wellesley 
a sure sign 
of fall

Andrea Eymann  
Observer Staff

THE CALENDAR SAID 
IT BECAME autumn 
on Monday, but this 
weekend’s Apple Butter 
and Cheese Festival in 
Wellesley really makes the 
season official. 

It’s the 50th anniver-
sary for the event, which 
started in 1975 as a way to 
promote two local busi-
nesses, a local apple cider 
mill and Dan Snyder’s 
cheese processing plant. 
The latter is gone, but 
cheese remains an integral 
part of the ABC Fest.

“The cheese has just 
been there forever,” said 
festival president Jamie 
Reid. “We have cheese 
vendors in and around the 
area as part of our craft 
market.”

This year, they are offer-
ing a few new things, such 
as a petting zoo, said Reid, 
noting it will be a “nice 
addition for the young 
families that are attend-
ing.” 

However, for the adults, 
“we have expanded our 
craft cider tasting to a craft 
cider and beer garden,” he 
said, noting customers can 
purchase full drinks this 
year instead of samples.

Celebrating the 50th 
anniversary is “just a 
fantastic milestone for 
something that started 
back in 1975. It’s a real 
tribute to the volunteers 
and the town itself to last 
this long and be able to 
put it on for this long – it’s 
run solely by volunteers,” 

→ ABC FEST 5

New children’s choir 
in Elmira is now 
recruiting members

Julian Gavaghan 
Observer Staff

A PUNK-ROCK BAND 
AND A children’s choir 
might seem incredibly 
different, but they do 
have at least one thing in 
common, says Jacob Stein-
mann.

“They’re both a very 
powerful way of bringing 
people together,” said the 
former Summer Heights 
bassist, who previously 
used his fretwork skills to 
provide low-end muscle 
and rhythm to its shred-
ding sound. 

“The people I played in 
the band with were some of 
my closest friends.

“And having a place 

where you meet to prepare 
for and get excited for a 
concert is always a big 
feature of any group.”

However, the music 
teacher’s new Elmira Chil-
dren’s Choir, which is free 
to join and meets weekly at 
6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays at 
Elmira Mennonite Church, 
is designed to sound more 
soothing than Sex-Pisto-
lesque.

“We’re focusing on songs 
that have themes like 
friendship and seasons 
changing,” he explained, 
adding: “It’s more about 
the voices than instru-
ments. 

“So, vocal tone is a much 
bigger thing with choirs 
than punk rock music, and 

so we’re looking to make 
your voice sound fuller and 
richer.”

Steinmann, 27, a West 
Montrose native who 
recently completed a 
teaching degree at Western 
University, says anyone 
between Grades 3 to 8 is 
welcome to join.

He believes anyone can 
sing and that, even if you 
think you can’t, it really is 
possible to learn.

“I was in that boat as a 
kid,” he explained.

“I felt like I couldn’t 
sing, and I even thought 
I was tone deaf because I 
couldn’t hit any notes. 

“But eventually, I 
learned.

→ CHILDREN’S CHOIR 5

Julian Gavaghan 
Observer Staff

MOTORISTS CAN’T GET 
TICKETS FROM Region of 
Waterloo speed cameras by 
going only slightly faster 
than the limit, the author-
ity admitted, as it revealed 
only a fraction of those 
caught are fined.

The municipality told 
The Observer it is not 
possible to be ticketed 
for going only one km/h 
quicker than what’s posted 
on signs, after critics 
accused it of entrapping 
drivers for “cash grab” 
purposes.

“Speed thresholds are in 
place to ensure a balanced 
approach to enforcement 
that is fair and not puni-
tive,” a spokesperson said. 

However, the region 
refused to reveal the exact 
leeway that is allowed to 
drivers, despite many other 
jurisdictions around the 
world making that infor-
mation public.

“Municipalities across 
Ontario, including the 
Region of Waterloo, do 
not release details on 
threshold speeds, as it goes 
against the intended goal 
of increasing compliance 
with posted speed limits,” 
the region’s spokesman 
continued.  

“The posted speed limit 
is the law, but publicly 
communicating a thresh-
old speed results in some 
drivers perceiving that 
there is a new speed limit 
above the posted speed 
limit.”

However, the region has 
revealed that only three per 

cent of speeders captured 
at 17 school sites over a 
six-month period were 
actually issued tickets.

Out of 1,963,097 vehicles 
captured going over the 
speed limit, just 55,899 
fines were issued between 
February 3 and July 31.

“What limits the total 
number of tickets issued 
is primarily staffing 
capacity,” said a spokes-
person, who also revealed 
that the same vehicle is 
never ticketed more than 
once in a week, and that 
a few images are rejected 
because of poor quality.

But the secret threshold 
also plays a role in reducing 
the number of fines issued, 
the region admitted, amid 
plans to expand its camera 
program.

Such leeways are used 
around the world, ensur-
ing that a driver trying 
to stay below the limit is 
not unfairly caught out, 
perhaps due to a miscal-
ibration of their vehicle’s 
speedometer.

Sometimes, they are 
based on a percentage over 
the posted limit, while 
other times, fixed differ-
ences are used.

In the UK, where 
cameras have been 
commonplace since the 
1990s, the National Police 
Chiefs’ Council recom-
mends a leeway of 10 per 
cent plus two miles per 
hour, in what is known as 
the 10+2 rule.

This means that in a 30 
mph (48 km/h) zone, a 
driver would not receive 
a ticket unless they drove 

Region says there’s 
leeway in speed 
cameras; few 
speeders fined

→ SPEED CAMERAS 6
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�anksgiving
Dinner

�anksgiving
Dinner

�anksgiving
Dinner

CLOSED MENU AFTER 4 PM. DINE IN OR TAKE-OUT.

Friday, October 3, 2025

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9110

to
reserve
call:

Adults ............................ $21.95
Seniors .......................... $20.95 
Children 10 and under........ $9.95
(Drinks are extra)

TURKEY, 
DRESSING,

AND 
CRANBERRIES

HAM, 
SCALLOPED 
POTATOES

AND PINEAPPLE
BOTH MEAL OPTIONS INCLUDE

VEGETABLES, COLESLAW, AND DESSERT

or
12 pm – 7 pm

Paxton Bain, 8, enjoyed getting up close to a cow after Kasja Bowman and Brad Brenneman demonstrated milking during Wellesley’s 
Dairy Education Day.	 Julian Gavaghan

Students get an education in dairy farming
Julian Gavaghan 
Observer Staff

THERE WAS A VISIBLE 
SHUDDER at the sight 
of an udder as farmer 
Brad Brenneman offered 
to squirt warm milk 
straight into the children’s 
mouths.

Not one of the St. 
Clement Catholic School 

students accepted, with 
youngsters seemingly 
only competing to see 
who could decline the 
cow juice the loudest and 
fastest.

“He was just joking,” 
insisted Karen Schluet-
er-Weiss, who was 
organizing the Dairy 
Education Day event 
on behalf of the Welles-

ley-North Easthope Agri-
cultural Society.

However, while chil-
dren might well have 
recoiled at the possibility 
of consuming milk fresh 
from the teat, they were 
still eager to learn about 
the Holstein harvest and 
its importance to their 
communities.

The sessions, which 

involved 22 teachers and 
more than 200 students 
from across Wellesley 
Township, with pupils 
from Linwood and Welles-
ley public schools also 
attending, were held in 
Wellesley village, at the 
site of the former health 
centre on Queen’s Bush 
Road, on September 17.

→ EDUCATION 6
observerxtra.com/letters

Write a letter to the 
editor and submit it 
online today.
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said Reid, noting there are 
more than 200 people who 
chip in to make the festival 
happen. 

Reid, 50, has been help-
ing out for as long as he 
can remember, as his dad, 
Bob Reid, was the previous 
chairman, but has been on 
the committee for around 
45 years. 

“I can honestly remem-
ber being in public school 
and couldn’t wait to get 
out on Friday to go help 
everybody set up,” he 
recalled.

“It was just like a fun 
event. As a kid, it was cool 
to see the town transform 
into a one-day festival 
basically overnight,” Reid 
added. 

The event draws some 
30,000 to 40,000 visitors 
to the village on the last 
Saturday of September.

“We’re very proud of it. 
We have a town of 3,500 
people, and we bring over 
30,000 people in for one 
day, so we’ve got to be 
doing something right. 
People keep coming back 
year after year,” said Reid, 
noting organizers try each 
year to maintain the spirit 
of the first event.

“A lot of work goes on 
behind the scenes that 
people don’t know,” said 
Mike Fritz, an ABC volun-
teer. 

On the day of the event, 
Reid said people are there 

by 5 a.m. to set up the 
pancake breakfast. 

Fritz is usually there 
by 6 a.m., setting up his 
booth, which sells Welles-
ley apple butter products 
outside at the back of the 
old arena. 

“Not a lot changed at the 
core of the festival – the 
original idea is still visible 
in today’s festival.”

He says people show up 
every year because there 
is something for every age, 
young or old. 

“If you like crafts, there’s 
a ton of crafts. If you’re 
a fan of antique cars, 
tractors, or have young 
kids, there are plenty of 
things to do. There’s enter-
tainment. There’s kids’ 
entertainment. There is 
something for everyone.”

Following the inaugu-

ral pancake and sausage 
breakfast, which kicks off 
the day at 7 a.m., a host 
of activities takes place 
over a slice of downtown, 
including the site of the 
former arena and adja-
cent ball diamonds. It’s 
there you’ll find the craft 
and artisan market, for 
instance.

“I love the food,” said 
Reid. “It’s definitely the 
food, and I enjoy walking 
around and seeing people 
smile and having a good 
time; it’s just a great day.”

He notes that apple 
butter is a staple in his 
diet.

“Everywhere I go, if I 
order sausage, I’m asking 
for apple butter,” he said. 
“Put it on any pork prod-
uct you could imagine.”

Additionally, there will 

be antique cars behind the 
library on Henry Street, 
where anyone can display 
their old vehicles and park 
starting at 7 a.m.

But if you are more 
interested in tractors, 
there will be farm 
machines on Brown Street, 
which can be parked on 
the Friday evening before 
the event, but need to 
arrive no later than 8 a.m. 
on Saturday morning.

Over the years, the 
festival has been able to 
put donations towards the 
new recreation complex, 
the accessible playground, 
baseball diamond refur-
bishing, splash pad, and 
downtown beautification. 

“We’ve done a whole 
bunch of stuff directly in 
the town of Wellesley, and 
that’s what we aim for, 
to keep the money in the 
town itself,” Reid said. 

Most recently, Fritz 
notes they were able to 
replace two village entry 
gateway signs that were 
originally installed 30 to 
40 years ago, a job carried 
out earlier this month. 

The new signs cost just 
more than $22,000, and 
will highlight the three 
organizations: Wellesley 
North Easthope Agricul-
tural Society, Wellesley 
and District Lions Club 
and the ABC Festival. 

More information can 
be found online at www.
wellesleyabcfestival.ca.

→ FROM 3

ABC FEST: Event sees population grow tenfold for one day each year

Andrea Eymann  
Observer Staff

A LEMONADE STAND 
IS THE staple of a young 
entrepreneur’s résumé, 
but St. Jacobs’ Matthew 
Shoemaker and his friend 
Steven Bedynski had some-
thing else in mind.

Opting for something 
a bit more lasting, the 
friends went into business 
painting addresses on  
the curb faces in front of 
customers’ homes.

“We were thinking of 
ways to save up for a ski 
membership, and we 
saw this around in other 
neighbourhoods. We just 
thought we could do that,” 
Shoemaker said, adding 
that this is their first time 
entering the business 
world. 

The 12-year-olds plan 
to snowboard at Chicopee 
ski hill in Kitchener this 
winter. 

Shoemaker started 
snowboarding a couple 
of years ago, and this will 
be the first year Bedynski 
will learn how to shred the 
slopes.

“He came up with the 
idea all by himself,” Shoe-

maker’s dad, Ryan, told 
The Observer.

“It was all his idea… and 
the only thing I did was 
drive them to go get the 
paint,” he said, noting he 
fronted the cash for the 
first bit of supplies. 

The boys subsequently 
made it a point to pay him 
back. 

“Ever since then, they’ve 

Young entrepreneurs leave their marks, one curb at a time

Steven Bedynski and Matthew Shoemaker started a business painting curbs. 	 Andrea Eymann

been cash-flow positive,” 
he said.

Shoemaker and 
Bedynski paint the house 
number for $20, but they 
also have an option to add 
a Canadian flag to display 
one’s national pride for an 
extra $10. 

“It helps people find 
their house, like visitors, 
delivery drivers, and 

emergency services find 
their home,” said Bedynski 
of why curb painting is a 
good idea. 

Shoemaker explained 
that they start with a wire 
brush to clean the curb to 
ensure the paint lasts for a 
long time. 

Using duct tape, they 
put it around the spot 
they will paint to get 

sharp edges to give it a 
professional look. They 
use cardboard to stop the 
overspray. 

Learning the ropes, the 
kids learned how to do it all 
themselves, admitting it 
was “pretty difficult.” 

“But as we kept going, we 
got better at it,” Shoemaker 
said, noting it just takes 
about half an hour to paint 
the numbers. 

Adding the flag was a 
way to make a few extra 
bucks, Bedynski chimed in.

“We weren’t getting 
money pretty fast, we 
weren’t on track to get 
enough money by the end 
of the year,” Shoemaker 
said, noting they added 
the flag option to help 
reach their goal of $600 
each. 

However, since starting 
their business venture 

in June, they have had 
almost 40 clients. 

“It is really exciting. 
When we first started out, 
I was thinking it would 
just maybe get us a bit of 
money, I didn’t expect to 
do this well,” Shoemaker 
said, noting their clients 
have been from Waterloo 
and St. Jacobs. 

Shoemaker noted that 
this venture has helped 
them build their confi-
dence from knocking on 
doors to spreading word of 
mouth. 

“The first time we 
were pretty nervous,” he 
admitted, adding that they 
just got used to promoting 
their business to potential 
customers. 

Those interested in 
their service can contact 
them at kwcurbnumbers@
gmail.com.

“So, I always think the 
best thing is not to get 
someone to try to sing 
the right note at first, but 
maybe just to sing the 
wrong note – and to sing it 
loud. 

“Then we know what to 
work on.”

He expects to be able to 
get any new starter singing 
sweetly by the scheduled 
Christmas concert.

While the new children’s 
choir practises at Elmira 
Mennonite Church, and 
was funded from inheri-
tance money left in a late 
parishioner’s will, it is a 
strictly secular project and 
the young members don’t 
sing any religious songs, 
Steinmann noted.

“It’s all about encourag-
ing a sense of community 
with everybody in Elmira, 
because there’s so many 
different people here, and 
we want to get as many 
involved as possible.”

Being willing to have a go 
makes the biggest differ-
ence to developing a good 
voice, he insisted.

“From working with 
kids in classrooms and 
other parts of my life, I’ve 
seen what a difference 
just trying new things can 
make,” he explained.

“It really helps if you’re 
not scared of making a 
fool of yourself, because 
sometimes it happens, 
even sometimes when I’m 
singing, I lead by example 
and sometimes I don’t hit 
the right note.

“But that’s okay because 
it’s all about trying new 
things and learning what 
you can do.”

Steinmann hopes the 
no-charge nature of the 

choir will encourage 
children to have a go, as he 
noted the cost of hockey 
and other sports programs 
are a big commitment for 
many families.

“Whether they’re 
passionate about want-
ing to sing or not sure, I 
encourage everybody to 
come out,” he said.

“If they’re not having a 
good time after a couple 
weeks and don’t want to 
come back, that’s okay. 
But I want to make sure 
it’s enjoyable to the 
students, and I hope they 
will stay.”

Steinmann, who before 
training to be a teacher 
had excelled at the clas-
sical guitar with a music 
degree from Wilfrid Laurier 
University, plans to also 
incorporate a range of 
instruments into the choir.

He hopes this exposure 
will also encourage the 
children to go further 
musically.

“Singing really brings 
people together, but it’s 
also about discovering 
more about music and 
what you can do once you 
know how to sing,” he 
explained.

“So, for example, once 
you learn how to do a little 
bit of reading music, I think 
other instruments and 
other music comes more 
naturally as well. 

“So, singing is like a step-
ping stone.”

Elmira Children’s Choir 
is free to join for those in 
Grades 3 to 8.

It meets every Tuesday 
during the school year 
between 6:30 p.m. and 7:45 
p.m. at Elmira Mennonite 
Church, 58 Church St. W., 
Elmira.

There are more than 200 volunteers who make possible the Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festival. 	File photo

→ FROM 3

CHILDREN’S CHOIR: It’s all about 
having fun while learning to sing
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Some 1,030 people 
are expected to live in 
the subdivision as it’s 
developed between 2027 
and 2034, senior planner 
Stephen Dykstra told 
councillors during this 
week’s planning public 
meeting.

He noted the township 
has thus far received 
feedback from residents 
concerned with issues 
such as traffic, protection 
of existing trees and the 
density of housing.

Among those raising 
concerns was South Park-
wood Boulevard resident 
Ben Hoogendoorn, who 

attended the meeting 
to talk about the impact 
on the neighbourhood. 
Specifically, he flagged 
plans to move an existing 
pond on the property in 
favour of a new stormwa-
ter management pond.

“It’s highly used for 
a number of activities. 
There are dogs that are 
there all the time, playing 
there. People are walk-
ing along the trail, so 
it’s heavily used by the 
community,” he said.

“I’m very concerned 
about the loss of that area, 
and concerned about the 
loss of that pond.”

He suggested the pond 

be retained, and perhaps 
combined with a new park 
to provide a better experi-
ence for the many people 
who use the trail and open 
areas.

In a written submis-
sion, residents James and 
Denise Jackson raised 
concerns about traffic.

“Timber Trail is an 
extremely busy road, lots 
of cars often appearing to 
exceed the speed limit. We 
believe it would be much 
safer if truck traffic for 
this project accessing this 
new area were to access it 
from Listowel Road only,” 
they wrote. “There are 
many children in this area 

and school buses that stop 
frequently. We believe 
this to be a huge safety 
issue. Also we would 
request the trees behind 
properties on Timber 
Trail remain.”

This week’s meeting got 
the zone-change process 
rolling. No decisions were 
made, as council will vote 
on the matter at a later 
date following the draft-
ing of a recommendation 
report by township plan-
ners. In the meantime, 
staff continues to solicit 
input, and will be subject-
ing some of the studies 
supplied by the applicant 
to peer reviews.

→ FROM 1

SUBDIVISION: Fifth phase of development rounds out project in Elmira

at a speed of 35 mph (56 
km/h) or more.

In New York City, which 
has used devices in school 
zones since 2014, no fine 
can be issued until a 
motorist goes at least 11 
mph faster.

However, there is less 
tolerance in other places.

Across Germany, where 
famously there is no speed 
limit on 65 per cent of its 
autobahn network, there is 
typically a 3 km/h thresh-
old where restrictions 
exist.

The grace period is the 
same with fixed cameras 
in the Australian state of 
Victoria.

The mystery over 
whether the region uses a 
leeway has been intensely 
debated in recent weeks.

In one Facebook group, 
a post by Chris Birkett 
generated more than 1,000 
comments after he offered 
to pay the fine of anyone 

caught for going just 1 
km/h over the limit.

While a number of claims 
were made, none of the 
frustrated drivers who 
posted photos of their tick-
ets had been caught doing 
less than 11 km/h over.

Since speed cameras first 
began being rolled out in 
Ontario in 2019, their pres-
ence on roads have become 
increasingly contentious as 
their numbers have prolif-
erated.

Some angry motorists 
have taken to vandalizing 
them.

One on Parkside Drive in 
Toronto was cut down for 
the seventh time this year 
earlier this month.

Other motorists fear 
some cameras might not be 
accurate.

Last week, The Observer 
told how Heidelberg man 
William Sinclair was caught 
twice in two days while 
using different vehicles in 
St. Clements.

On both occasions, the 
retiree had only driven 88 
metres after turning out of 
a parking lot as he headed 
towards a stop sign.

He questioned how it 
would even be possible for 
him to break the 40 km/h 
limit, given these condi-
tions, let alone reach speeds 
of 51 and 54 km/h.

When asked how the 
cameras, which are leased 
from the German firm 
Jenoptik, were verified for 
accuracy, the region stated 
that they are checked only 
once a year.

Rising concerns about 
the cameras and fears 
they are being used more 
as a way to fill municipal 
coffers prompted Premier 
Doug Ford to describe them 
as a “cash grab” and call 
for local governments to 
end their speed detection 
programs.

On Monday, Ford said 
he would provide munic-
ipalities with provincial 

funding to replace cameras 
with speed bumps and 
lights, which he believes 
are a more effective way to 
reduce speeding.

He is also thought to 
be considering banning 
cameras, potentially tabling 
legislation later this year.

The region, however, has 
defended its system, which 
was launched as a pilot 
scheme in 2021.

A spokesman said: “The 
program is focused on 
changing driver behaviour 
and raising awareness 
about the benefits of lower 
speeds in school zones and 
community safety zones: 
lower risk and severity 
of collisions, decreased 
traffic noise and vehi-
cle emissions, safer and 
calmer neighbourhoods for 
walking and cycling, and 
reduced strain of resources 
on police enforcement, 
allowing police to concen-
trate on more time-sensi-
tive issues.”

→ FROM 3

SPEED CAMERAS: Province looking at options to replace unpopular technology

Region seeking input on new waste management plan
Ethan Braund 
LJI reporter

WATERLOO REGION IS 
UPDATING ITS long-
range plan for dealing 
with waste for the first 
time in more than a 
decade, and it’s looking 
for feedback from resi-
dents before moving 
forward.

The region last updated 
its long-term waste 
management strategy in 
2013. The region hopes 
the new framework sets 
up waste management for 
the next 25 years.

The region’s Rachel 
Vaillancourt told The 
Observer that one of 
the biggest challenges 
is keeping waste out of 
landfills.

“We have a landfill, 
and we’ve got 20 to 25 
years left in it, which 
we consider an amazing 

asset,” said Vaillancourt.
“This is an important 

asset, because without the 
landfill, there would be 
nowhere for us to dispose 
of our waste,” she added, 
noting the alternatives 
would be significantly 
more costly, such as ship-
ping it to a site outside the 
region.

“We’re doing our best 
for our community and 
the environment by 
diverting the waste from 
the landfill so we can 
make it last as long as we 
can.”

Vaillancourt said that 
public feedback is crucial 
to the process. Currently, 
the region is in phase 
two of creating the plan, 
which involves public 
engagement. It has 20 
options on the table that 
residents can rank.

“We’re putting them out 
to the public to see what 

As well as a milking 
exhibition, in which 
Brenneman was assisted 
by 4-H’s Kasja Bowman, 
there was also a demon-
stration by vet Nicole 
Burcar and other lessons.

Aside from a hiatus 
during the pandemic, 
Dairy Education Day has 
been running for 15 years, 
said Schlueter-Weiss, who 
noted that its purpose has 
become more important 
as more people move from 
cities into the rural area.

“In the past, a lot more 
children here would have 
had exposure to dairy 
cattle, but now they don’t, 

their appetite is for some 
of these things.  There are 
going to be things that 
are more important to 
the public, or ones that 
maybe they don’t have an 
appetite for.”

The list of options 
includes expanding waste 
services to cover large 
apartment buildings (all 
buildings with more than 
seven units), creating a 
mobile drop-off service 
to improve accessibility 
beyond curbside collec-
tion, and establishing 
a “Community Waste 
Ambassador” volun-
teer group to support 
waste-diversion educa-
tion.

“We’re going to go 
through a much more 
in-depth evaluation, 
where we’re going to take 
the top ones and then 
rank them based on cost, 
environmental impact, 

and this makes a real 
difference,” she told The 
Observer.

This is not just because 
they can see what some 
of their neighbours might 
do, but also because they 
might realize it’s some-
thing they can try too.

“I know that when my 
daughter was in 4-H, 
because of exposure to 
some programmes like 
this, one of the girls in her 
club was from the city, and 
she loved being with the 
animals,” said Schluet-
er-Weiss. 

“It exposes kids to other 
options for them, other 
than sports.”

Veterinarian Nicole Burcar, with a young heifer behind her, 
demonstrates some of the methods used to treat cattle to chil-
dren.	 Julian Gavaghan

level of effort, you know, 
resources and things like 
that.”

She emphasized 
that just because there 
are 20 options on the 
table at present doesn’t 
mean they will all move 
forward, which is why this 
phase of the process is 
crucial.

“We’re trying to get 
people to come to the 
website so that they have 
a good idea of what we’re 
trying to accomplish,” 
said Vaillancourt.

For many people, 
garbage is out of sight, out 
of mind once it goes to 
the curb, and the current 
process is part of trying 
to educate people about 
the importance of waste 
management, she noted.

To give feedback on 
the potential options, 
go to www.engagewr.ca/
LTWMS.

→ FROM 4

EDUCATION: Another option
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In April, council was 
presented with an asset 
management plan that 
showed that in order to 
avoid having any funding 
gap in a decade’s time, 
Woolwich would need 
an infrastructure levy 
increase of 8.4 per cent 
every single year.

Even if rates were hiked 
by six per cent over each 
of those 10 years, there 
would still be a deficit of 
$29.2 million, according to 
the report.

Willms, who currently 
serves as Waterloo Minor 
Hockey’s treasurer, said 
he and other financial 
experts would work hard 
to produce a thoroughly 
costed and viable budget.

He is confident that 
the group can produce a 
document that ensures 
the equipment and other 
reserve funds are “future-
proofed” while also 
ensuring services are not 
impacted in a way many 
members of the public 
would notice.

Willms said it was also 
important to raise capital 
spending on some proj-
ects, such as improving 
the precarious state of the 
township’s gravel roads. 

The former business 
owner argues that all this 
would be possible without 
above-inflation tax rises if 
the township’s “massive” 
wage bill was slashed. 

Controlling spending, 
which would even under 
the lowest of the town-
ship’s proposals rise by 5.3 
per cent next year, largely 
due to salaries and bene-
fits, was essential because 
taxes had become unaf-
fordable for far too many 
residents.

“Last year, seven per 
cent of all Woolwich 
taxpayers were in arrears, 
and I’m sure the figure is 
even higher now, so the 

problem is acute,” he said.
“Over the past few 

years, taxes have just 
exploded, and it’s not 
sustainable.

“I keep using the word 
sustainable. But you can’t 
keep raising property 
taxes, year after year, 
more than people’s wages 
are going up.”

Without an alternative 
budget, Willms believes 
councillors will be 
persuaded by the town-
ship’s high-paid adminis-
trators to once again vote 
for a deal that sees staffing 
costs rise, including 
potentially more hires.

“The council relies too 
much on staff, especially 
senior staff, who are 
never going to say ‘reduce 
expenses’ because that 
would mean reducing 
their wages,” he said. 

Staffing costs have 
increased far more than 
could be justified, he 
insisted.

While Woolwich’s 
population has grown 
by around 25 per cent 
over the past 13 years, 
that rate has been vastly 
outstripped by the growth 
of staff on the township’s 
payroll.

The municipality has 
gone from employing 64 
people in 2012 to 96 this 
year, an increase of 50 per 
cent.

Additionally, payroll 
costs have grown from 
$6,623,991 in 2015 to 
$11,313,820 in 2024, 
and are slated to hit 
$12,825,231 this year.

In the past three years, 
the total wage and bene-
fits bill has increased 36 
per cent, while general 
inflation has gone up 8.4 
per cent.

Also, between 2021 
and 2024, the number of 
staff earning more than 
$100,000 per year doubled 
from 10 to 20.

For example, David 
Brenneman, Woolwich’s 
chief administrative 
officer, earned $179,353 in 
2024.

Willms noted that 
these rises demonstrate 
a deepening chasm – and 
disconnect – between the 
public and private sectors.

“The Fraser Institute 
has come out and said 
that even if you compare 
similar education, similar 
everything between the 
private sector and the 
public, once you take 
wages and benefits, the 
difference is anywhere 
between 25 and 35 per 
cent in favour of the 
public sector,” he said.

“It can’t stay that way 
because the private sector 
pays public salaries, so I 
would be looking at three 
years of no increase in 
wages.”

Beyond that, he believes 
many positions can be 
axed, with some functions 
privatized.

“Woolwich has an IT 
department of three 
people,” he noted, as an 
example of positions that 
could be contracted out.

“I know, having owned 
a company that had reve-
nue similar to the town-
ship, and like most small 
businesses, you have to 
outsource IT because 
three people like that can’t 
keep up with technology 
and what might happen if 
some hackers get in.”

Willms also noted that 
Woolwich is also blessed 
by an unusually large 
business base for a rural 
municipality, while also 
having fewer spending 
requirements than its 
urban neighbours, nota-
bly not having to pay for 
professional firefighters.

The mayor said she 
would take note of any 
suggestions offered by the 
alliance.

“I welcome input from 
the community, coun-
cil and staff as we work 
with the new format for 
a mayor’s budget,” said 
Shantz. 

However, she insisted 
that the township had 
needed to impose previ-
ous tax rises because it 
had been put in a difficult 
position.

“The entire taxation 
system needs a major 
overhaul – of that I 
agree with the alliance 
statements,” the mayor 
continued. 

“Over the decades, there 
has been more and more 
downloading without 
any dollars following, so 
assuming that there is 
a ‘starting point’ where 
a person can say ‘this 
was the right staffing 
level’ and ‘let’s just add 
inflation from this point 
forward and make that the 
optimum staffing level’ is 
fundamentally flawed.”

Shantz insisted reduc-
ing pay levels would 
only make it harder for 
the township to operate, 
noting: “It is becoming 
increasingly difficult to 
attract good quality appli-
cants as our salary ranges 
are below our compara-
tors for many positions.”

She also questioned 
how the alliance’s 
suggested cuts would 
ensure services are main-
tained.

“Much of our budget is 
staffing costs, so it will be 
interesting to understand 
the comment that we 
can reduce staff, provide 
needed equipment and 
maintain services,” she 
said.

Shantz also noted that 
“growth does not pay for 
growth, though it should,” 
adding: “As we grow, 
residents expect more and 
better services. That costs 
money to provide.”

→ FROM 1

BUDGET: Taxpayers’ organization sees ways to keep spending in check

Ethan Braund 
LJI reporter

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP 
IS BACK WITH its annual 
tree giveaway and elec-
tronics recycling event, 
providing the opportunity 
to boost the tree canopy 
and reduce the township’s 
carbon footprint.

The event is being held 
October 18 and 25 (8 a.m. 
to 12 p.m.) at the admin-
istration office located at 
4639 Lobsinger Line, St. 
Clements. 

“We are giving away 600 
trees each day on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Residential properties can 
receive up to three trees, 
while farm properties can 
receive up to five. There is 
no cost to residents, and 
identification is needed 
to show you live or own 
property in the Township 
of Wellesley,” said the 
township’s Jake Redpath.

“This event helps 
to increase the overall 
tree canopy, reduce our 
carbon footprint, and 
help to fight climate 
change and promote envi-
ronmental sustainability. 
Trees absorb carbon diox-
ide and produce oxygen, 
which creates a healthier 
environment for residents 
and visitors to enjoy.”

The annual Planting 
Roots tree giveaway 
event, in partnership with 
Enova Power, will also 
feature an electronic recy-

Wellesley plans 
two tree giveaway 
events next month

cling event concurrently. 
Residents can bring any 
unwanted electronics that 
have a cord, battery or 
plug.

“It’s about giving back 
to the residents of Welles-
ley Township by offering 
free trees and collecting 
unwanted household 
electronics to be recycled 
in an environmentally 
responsible way. 

Three sets of tree vari-
eties will be given away 
at the event, including 
sugar maple, white cedar 
and white spruce. That 
selection provides a good 
variety of native pieces 
to choose from, said 
Redpath.

All of the species are 
potted and should fit 
into most standard-sized 
vehicles.

Officials urge those 
interested in the trees 
to bring identification 
to show that they live or 
own property in Wellesley 
Township.

Redpath told The 
Observer that there are 
some things that people 
should remember before 
coming to pick up a tree.

“The best time to plant 
trees is in the spring and 
fall, and regular watering 
is important to allow the 
trees to establish root 
growth. The trees have a 
higher success rate with 
reduced heat stress and 
increased moisture in the 
ground in the fall.”

The Woolwich Fire Department this week partnered with Wounded Warriors Canada, which aims to deliver innovative mental health 
training and counselling services to the townships’ volunteer firefighters and their families. From the left: Avril Tanner, Coun. Bonnie 
Bryant, Lilly Pease, Steven Boychyn, Greg Martin, fire chief Dennis Aldous, Mayor Sandy Shantz, CAO David Brenneman, Anna Salonen 
and Rae Ann Bauman of the Elmira Legion. 	 Andrea Eymann
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Opinion “Some people are telling us they’re planning 
to go back to Ukraine – back to bombed 
homes and shelling – because they’d rather 
be homeless there than in Canada. That’s 
how hopeless they feel.”
 
Stephanie Goertz, founder of Grassroots Response to the 
Ukrainian Crisis, reacts to the plight of refugees with the 
end of the Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency 
Travel (CUAET) program.

The top 20% of income-earning fami-
lies in Ontario pay more than half (58%) 
of total taxes in the province, includ-
ing personal income, sales and property 
taxes. Conversely, the bottom 20% of 
income-earning families in each prov-
ince pay no more than 2% of total taxes. 
Measuring Provincial Tax Progressivity in Canada

Verbatim The Monitor

The federal government must continue its 
measured reduction of new international study 
permits. The Conestoga College episode makes the 
case unmistakable: unchecked growth in foreign 

enrolment can create short term windfalls for institutions 
while inflicting long term pain on housing markets, health 
services and the overall standard of living for Canadians.

Conestoga’s pipeline of fee paying foreign students has 
effectively collapsed, with a 97 per cent reduction in new 
approvals from January-June 2024 to January-June 2025. 
The federal government issued just 540 new study permits 
for Conestoga in the first half of 2025, down from 17,600 in the 
same months of 2023. 

Conestoga led the nation in recruiting foreign students 
between 2022 and 2024, and by summer 2024 those students 
— charged two to four times the tuition paid by Canadians — 
accounted for almost 90 per cent of enrolment. The result was 
a fragile revenue model built on continual inflows of tempo-
rary residents rather than sustainable public funding and 
enrollment planning.

Rapid expansion in international enrolment concentrated 
demand for scarce rental housing, exacerbating affordability 
pressures in an already tight market. The college’s reliance 
on foreign tuition intensified competition for rental units 
and strained local primary care and community services. The 
federal government’s decision to tighten study permits explic-
itly cited pressure on housing and other services; continuing 
those controls is necessary until concrete, measurable local 
capacity gains are in place.

Conestoga’s recent fiscal trajectory illustrates the human 
cost of that volatility. After achieving successive surpluses 
totaling $558 million over four recent years, the college now 
faces an operating deficit in the fiscal year ending next March. 
Management doubled payroll over six years and has since 
trimmed it, with a recent head count showing about 1,800 
fewer faculty and staff than a year ago and the termination of 
more than 140 partial load faculty contracts. 

Layoffs affected 191 support staff positions in April. Labour 
turmoil followed, with unionized support staff joining a 
provincewide strike demanding protection against campus 
closures, mergers and staff reductions. These are not abstract 
budget numbers; they are lost jobs, disrupted programs and 
students caught in the middle.

The college is now offering voluntary severance packages to 
more than half of its faculty.

Conestoga’s attempt to blunt the shock by courting more 
domestic students and relying on permit extensions also 
demonstrates the limits of stopgap fixes. 

Federal policymakers should maintain reduced study 
permit approvals until provinces and municipalities can 
demonstrate measurable increases in housing supply, accessi-
ble primary care capacity and community infrastructure tied 
to population growth. Provincial governments must restore 
and stabilize operating grants so colleges are not forced 
into recruitment strategies that treat international students 
primarily as revenue. Colleges must stop banking on volatile 
foreign fee surges and adopt prudent fiscal planning.

Continuing tighter controls on new study permits is a 
responsible policy choice that protects housing affordability, 
health care access and the standard of living for Canadians. 
Conestoga College’s rollercoaster — astonishing surpluses 
followed by a sudden collapse in new permits, large layoffs 
and program instability — is a warning. Governments and 
college leaders must learn from that warning, and make 
hard institutional adjustments now so taxpayers do not pay a 
heavier price later.

Society will be much better off if cuts seen in student visas 
is extended to reverse irresponsible growth that’s long been 
Ottawa’s hallmark, particularly in the past decade. Incremen-
tal reductions across the board will ease the transition to a 
more sustainable future.

Ottawa on the right track with 
student visas, must do more

OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Ten more countries are 
recognizing Palestine as a 

sovereign state in the course of 
this week. That merely brings 
the total up from 147 to 157, 
but it’s a big deal nevertheless 
because for the first time it 
includes quite a few big, rich 
Western countries (France, the 
United Kingdom, Canada and 
Australia).  But it is not unified 
and it still controls no territory.

The cascade of recognitions 
at the United Nations General 
Assembly’s annual session in 
New York is pure gesture poli-
tics. What drives it is belated 
sympathy for the Palestinians 
as they face a disaster even 
worse than the naqba (catastro-
phe) that drove most Palestin-
ians out of what is now legally 
the State of Israel in 1948.                             

The new naqba got underway 
last week, with the big Israeli 
offensive to drive all the surviv-
ing Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip down to a tiny southwest 
corner, far too small to accom-
modate the Strip’s surviving 
two million people even in the 
most miserable conditions. 
There they will be offered free 
trips into exile with enough 
money to start anew nowhere 
near their homeland.

The governments of the 
countries that are now offering 
token recognition to a purely 
virtual Palestinian state know 
very well what Israeli Prime 

Too Late for a Palestinian state?
ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
intends.

They suspect that he will 
then exploit violent reactions 
by the three million Pales-
tinians in the occupied West 
Bank to expel them as well and 
complete the conquest of all of 
Palestine.

They know all this, but they 
dare not try to stop it so long 
as Donald Trump maintains 
his unstinting, unquestioning 
support for the present Israeli 
government. The Palestin-
ian state is probably about to 
become even more virtual, in 
the sense that hardly any Pales-
tinians will still live there.

It all feels inevitable now, but 
once it wasn’t. There was a time 
when the ‘two-state solution’ 
was quite possible. All that it 
required was a real Palestinian 
state – and it was Arabs, not 
Israelis, who sabotaged that 
possibility.

Palestine fell into British 
hands when the victors carved 
up the Middle East after the 
First World War. During the 
war, Britain had promised to 
create a ‘Jewish homeland’ in 
Palestine to attract financial 
support from wealthy Zion-
ists. Afterwards, it found itself 

caught between the anxieties 
of the resident Arab majority 
and the ambitions of would-be 
Zionist immigrants. 

By 1948, the British Empire 
was crumbling, Palestine’s 
Jewish population had soared, 
and they were demanding 
independence. In fact, Jewish 
terrorists (Irgun and the Stern 
Gang) were killing British 
soldiers. The war-weary British 
dumped the problem in the lap 
of the United Nations, which 
decided Palestine must be 
partitioned into two states.

The history is complicated, 
but the salient fact is that sover-
eign states were offered to both 
the Jews and the Arabs in 1948.

It was a more or less equal 
division – about 50-50 – and 
the Israelis (as they would now 
be called) accepted at once. 
Why not? Their population had 
grown more than tenfold in 30 
years, they were now one-third 
of the total population, and 
they got half of the good land.

The Palestinians, for equally 
obvious reasons, rejected it. 
They assumed they would 
win in a war, although they 
had no army and hardly any 
arms themselves. The armies 
of much bigger Arab countries 
around them – Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria and Iraq – 
would do the fighting and ‘drive 
the Jews into the sea.’  Stories 

GWYNNE  
DYER 

 Global Outlook  
on World Affairs

→DYER 28
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	▢  Conrad Eder	
Guest Column

Red tape is killing Canadian housing affordability

condos. Units that once 
attracted investors and 
young professionals now 
sit empty while develop-
ers keep building more of 
the same—small, over-
priced boxes nobody’s 
clamouring for. Mean-
while, buyers are hunting 
for larger, livable spaces 
they either can’t afford or 
can’t find.

Yet despite the demand 
for larger, livable spaces, 
the system keeps produc-
ing what no one really 
wants.

How did we get here? 
It’s not just about supply 
and demand. It’s about 
municipal red tape 
and sluggish approval 
systems that choke off 
the market’s ability to 
respond to changing 
needs.

If we’re serious about 
affordability, we have 

to fix this bottleneck. 
That starts with slash-
ing approval timelines 
so homes can actually 
be built where and how 
people want them.

These delays don’t just 
frustrate builders: they 
limit housing supply, 
inflate prices and leave 
Canadians competing for 
homes that don’t fit their 
lives or budgets.

Across the country, 
getting from concept 
to construction can 
take years. The plan-
ning grind—permits, 
consultations, rezoning, 
environmental assess-
ments—drags on and 
racks up indirect costs of 
as much as $5,576 per unit 
per month.

In Toronto, approvals 
average 25 months. That 
delay alone can tack on 
more than $100,000 to the 
final price of a condo. In 
Hamilton, it’s 31 months.

And those delays don’t 

just raise costs—they 
throw off timing. By the 
time a project finally 
breaks ground, the market 
has often moved on, 
leaving developers stuck 
delivering yesterday’s 
housing to today’s buyers.

Even those who can 
afford larger units 
hesitate to commit. Who 
wants to wait years just to 
move in, especially when 
the price is climbing the 
entire time? Unsurpris-
ingly, larger units are 
often the last to sell—
too costly for most, too 
delayed for the rest.

The result? A steady 
stream of undersized 
condos that few actually 
want, offered at prices 
most can barely justify.

Yes, regulation has a 
place. But among the 
35 member countries 
of the Organisation for 
Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development 
(OECD), Canada ranks 

34th in approval speed, 
with an average of 249 
days. That’s not over-
sight—that’s paralysis. 
Countries with similarly 
strong environmental and 
safety standards manage 
to approve projects in half 
the time. So what’s our 
excuse?

It doesn’t have to be this 
way. Some cities are prov-
ing that faster approv-
als don’t mean cutting 
corners—they just mean 
cutting red tape.

Between 2022 and 
2024, Halifax slashed 
its approval timelines 
from 20.8 months to 9.8. 
Edmonton went from 10.5 
months to just 3.4, with-
out compromising safety 
or public input.

Other cities could 
follow suit by adopting 
tools like automated 
same-day permits, 
consolidating overlap-
ping policies, creating 
fast-track review lanes for 

compliant developers and 
publishing timelines to 
inject predictability and 
accountability into the 
process.

Let’s be clear: this isn’t 
about giving developers a 
free ride. It’s about giving 
Canadians more choice, 
better options and a fight-
ing chance at ownership.

Unlike interest rates 
or material costs, these 
delays are entirely within 
government control. If 
policymakers actually 
want a responsive hous-
ing market, they need to 
stop jamming the gears.

They aren’t stuck with 
these timelines. They’re 
choosing them. And those 
choices are making hous-
ing more expensive while 
preventing the market 
from delivering what 
Canadians need, when 
they need it.

	ↆ Conrad Eder is a policy 
analyst at the Frontier Centre for 
Public Policy.

Perhaps not what most motorists would prefer, but certainly closer to a truth-in-advertising option.

Imagine putting down 
a hefty deposit on a $1 

million pre-construction 
condo only to find out at 
closing that your unit is 
now worth $800,000.

That’s a $200,000 
shortfall. Since banks 
lend based on appraised 
value, you’re left with two 
choices: cough up the 
extra cash or walk away 
and kiss your deposit 
goodbye.

Canada’s housing 
affordability crisis isn’t 
just about rising prices—
it’s about a broken system 
that can’t keep up with 
what people actually 
need.

This isn’t an isolated 
nightmare. In major cities 
across Canada, apprais-
als are landing 10 to 30 
per cent below contract 
prices. And it’s exposing a 
deeper dysfunction in our 
housing market.

Toronto alone has more 
than 24,000 unsold new 

	� Speeds can in 
fact be reached 
quickly

To the Editor,
Your September 18 arti-

cle “Heidelberg man fears 
speed cameras a cash grab” 
raised some interesting 
physics questions. 

So, a friend and I, and our 
reliable 2007 Honda mini-
van, visited St. Clements 
on a quiet Sunday night to 
answer a few of these ques-
tions. Can a car accelerate 
to 51km/h in the 90 metres 
from the corner before the 
speed cameras? Would 
someone have to accelerate 
recklessly to do so?

Before we tell you the 
answers, we uncovered 
some other interesting 
data. The warning sign 
is indeed 90m from the 
corner, however, the speed 
cameras are targeted at 
a spot further 32m for a 
total distance of 122m. 

We assumed the lesser 
distance of 90m for our 
experiments.

The answer – the Honda 
minivan reached 64kph 
at the 90m distance, while 
accelerating moderately.

Other vehicles available 
to us showed the follow-
ing maximum speeds in 
90m distance. (Note, these 
experiments were done 
elsewhere.) Ford F150 – 113 
km/h; (very fast) EV – 129 
km/h.

A quick check shows 
that only three production 
vehicles since 1950 would 
not be able to reach 51 
km/h in 90m, all because 
of maximum speeds lower 
than 50.

So thanks to physics, we 
know that, yes, a “cautious 
driver” like Mr. Sinclair 
could indeed easily reach 
51 km/h before the speed 
camera.

Mark Schwarz 
(victim of many a speed trap)

FLORADALE

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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News that hits home. 
Local people in action.
Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Team Scores: observerxtra.com/boxscore

Sports The EDSS girls’ basketball teams are back 
on the court today (Thursday). The senior 
squad brings a record of 2-1 into the match 
against Galt Collegiate Institute, while the 
junior team is 1-1 going into their game 
against GCI.

After a high-scoring weekend, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings have two players among the 
top-10 scorers in the Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League. Brendan Gerber is third 
with 11 points (3-8) in four games, while Kyle 
Morey is 2-6-8 over that same stretch.

Lancers on the court GOJHL scoring leaders

STEVE  
GALEA 

Not-So-Great 
Outdoorsman

The season of the 
nosebleed seat

give a hunter a nosebleed, 
and worse if he or she fell.

Better still, the “ladder” 
up to the stand was a 
work of pure minimalism. 
Basically, it comprised 
of two-by-four sections 
nailed to the trunk of the 
tree – and, being a farmer, 
my friend didn’t waste 
a lot of money on nails 
either. 

It got even better at 
the end. For it was at that 
point you had to kind 
of hug the tree with one 
arm and reach for the 
edge of the pallet with the 
other. Then, once you had 
accomplished that, you 
had to swing one-armed, 
then grab the edge with 
the other arm, and do a 
chin-up into the platform 
– not an easy thing to do 
while soiling your pants.

I just looked at him and 
said, “I’ll hunt from the 
ground, thank you very 
much.”

To which he said, “Suit 
yourself, but you won’t see 
a single deer from there.”

It turned out he was 
right. So, on the second 
day, I got my affairs in 
order and ascended the 
tree. By the time I had 

Now that the bear 
season is in full swing 

and the archery season 
for deer is just around 
the corner, hunters will 
be putting up their tree 
stands. 

This might not seem 
very interesting to you, 
but I happen to believe 
that some up-and-coming 
psychiatric researcher 
should do a study on why 
men and women choose 
to spend long hours sitting 
in trees and what the 
height of a tree stand says 
about their general level of 
sanity. 

Also, I believe that just 
as you can age a tree by its 
rings, you can age a hunter 
by the height and precar-
iousness of his or her tree 
stands. Sometimes by as 
much as 30 years, if it is 
windy.

When I was younger, 
I hunted on a southern 
Ontario farm for deer, 
and the farmer – a man 
of questionable goodwill 
– told me I needed to sit 
in a tree stand to cover a 
field he knew deer would 
visit. He pointed up to the 
crown of a tree where he 
had somehow (I believe 
by helicopter) placed a 
wooden pallet and said, 
“You need to watch the 
field from up there.”

Up there was at least 30 
feet away – high enough to 

Elmira’s Zion Shadd was named All-Ca-
nadian defensive MVP at the Canadi-
an High School Showcase – All Ca-
nadian Combine in Edmonton. 	
Andrea Eymann

Plenty of scoring as Kings split pair of weekend games
Steve Kannon 
Observer Staff

SPECIAL TEAMS WERE 
A BIG factor as the Elmira 
Sugar Kings split a pair of 
games last weekend.

Power-play goals 
accounted for eight of the 
11 scored September 20 
in Komoka as the Kings 
dropped a 6-5 decision. 
The following day against 
Strathroy, Elmira romped 
to a 9-0 win, scoring three 
with the extra man and 
one shorthanded.

“I thought our power 
play units were moving 
the puck really well, 
which enabled us to put 
a few pucks in the net 
this weekend, which is 

great,” said head coach 
Cory McRae. “On the flip 
side, I think we gave up 
three shorthanded goals 
against.”

On Saturday night in 
Komoka, the host Kings 
scored the first and last 
goals, the latter being the 
deciding factor.

Owen Miniotas opened 
the scoring at 4:13 of 
the first. Less than 40 
seconds later, however, 
Elmira’s Ryan Cornfield 
scored on a power play, 
assisted by Alex Simioni. 
At 9:02, Cornfield tallied 
again, also on a power 
play, to put the visiting 
Kings up 2-1. Assists went 
to Brendan Gerber and 
Brett Warrilow.

In the middle frame, 
the home side scored 
early and often, start-
ing with a power-play 
goal from Ben Siroen 
67 seconds in to tie the 
game. Less than two 
minutes later, Komoka 
was up 4-2 on goals from 
Nash Jacobs (power play) 
and Tyson Ackerman. 
At 7:33, it was 5-2 when 
Parker Graham beat 
netminder Reed Straus.

Warrilow’s power-play 
marker, assisted by Benja-
min Brunton and Simi-
oni, made it 5-3 with just 
over two minutes left in 
the period. That’s how the 
score would stand after 
40 minutes.

Young EDSS football player’s drive to 
continually improve pays dividends

Andrea Eymann  
Observer Staff

YOUNG FOOTBALL 
PHENOM ZION SHADD 
was named All-Canadian 
defensive MVP at the 
Canadian High School 
Showcase – All Canadian 
Combine in Edmonton. 

“I felt good about that. 
I went there and did my 
thing,” said the 15-year-

old defensive lineman 
from Elmira, who started 
playing just two years ago. 

He plays on his high 
school team at Elmira 
District Secondary School 
and the U16 Waterloo Jr. 
Warriors minor football 
AAA squad. 

Shadd was invited to 
the two-day Canadian 
combine event after 
attending one in Toronto 

earlier this year.
He was one of two 

athletes from among 
more than 200 kids who 
were made an offer to 
attend IMG Academy, a 
high school in Florida 
that specializes in sports 
training.  

However, he wasn’t 
offered a full scholarship; 
the family of six could 
not afford the tuition, 

which ranges between  
US$75,000 and $90,000.

Additionally, he also 
recently had an unofficial 
visit to the University of 
Michigan.  

“We’re doing all of this… 
because we ideally want 
to get him down to the 
States, whether it be start-
ing in high school,” said 
his mom, Melissa Shadd, 

→ FOOTBALL 11→ GALEA 22

Brady Schwindt goes to the net for Elmira during the Sugar Kings’ 9-0 victory over the Strathroy 
Rockets at the WMC on Sunday.	 Julian Gavaghan → KINGS 22



S P O R T S  |  11   Thursday, September 25, 2025 | THE OBSERVER

Answer
CallThe

Woolwich Fire is Hiring
Volunteer Firefighters

Breslau
Elmira

Maryhill

Conestogo
Floradale
St. Jacobs

Our 2025 recruitment cycle
is now open until Friday,

October 17t h

www.woolwich.ca/firerecruit

Apply today!

Fruit Trees & Berry Bushes 
Shade & Evergreen Trees 
Emerald & Black Cedars

JAPANESE MAPLE – SALE 4’-5’ft          $9999

1060 Lobsinger Line, Waterloo  •  519-664-2482
Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun Closed  •  www.johnsnursery.ca

Garden Centre & Landscaping

Field of Shade Trees 

Emerald & Black Cedars (8’-10’)          $100

Garden Centre & Landscaping

15%
OFFon

Special
Sale

Field of Emerald Cedar

FOB
FARM

25% OFF Spring Perennials

Starting 
from

Fall 
Mums 
Have 

Arrived

Starting 
from

noting her son’s goal is to 
play for an NCAA Division 
1 team.

Zion played hockey 
when he was in grade 
school, taking up football 
after the pandemic. The 
sport was a good fit.

His dad played football 
at Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity. Another connection 
came via a long-time 
family friend, Jonathan 
Hamm from Atlanta, who 
played in the NFL for the 
New Orleans Saints.

Hamm met Shadd’s 
uncle when they both 
attended Southern Illinois 
University. 

He told The Observer 
that one of Shadd’s biggest 
attributes is his speed, 
fostered via his track train-
ing with his uncle Kenen 
Shadd from Waterloo’s 
Maximus Performance. 

“He is really fast,” said 
Hamm, noting his tech-
nique is far beyond his 
age. 

“When you see his 
moves, his speed, the way 
he used his hands, he 
looks like a professional,” 
he added. 

This skill has also been 
noticed by Ese Mrabure, 
a former CFL player who 
is now a coach at Wilfrid 
Laurier University. 

“It stands out tremen-
dously,” he noted, adding 
Zion has been training 
with him for about a year 
now, focusing on defen-
sive line work. 

“He comes to every 
session eager to learn… 
he’s got a little bit of that 
gene that I see in other 
professional athletes,” 
said Mrabure, noting that 
he is “obsessed” with 
learning to become a 
better athlete. 

“It’s almost night and 
day,” Mrabure told The 
Observer about how 
the young athlete has 
improved. 

“He’s always been 
athletic, but it was more 
so the confidence and 
knowing what to do with 
that athleticism.” 

He is very explosive 
with his speed, which was 
originally developed when 
he played in the Woolwich 
Minor Hockey system, and 
was improved by training 
with Maximus Perfor-
mance.

“I train hard for it,” 
Shadd said, noting that 
most defensive linemen 
are not doing track train-
ing.

“They’re slower, and I’m 
explosive,” the 6’1” and 
220 lbs player explained, 
adding that his different 

technique is what sets him 
apart from other athletes.

“I have a deeper under-
standing of moves I can 
use to get past offensive 
linemen,” he added.

The young athlete also 
works on agility training 
with Cavell Johnson, the 
WLU men’s basketball 
head coach.

Shadd said he likes play-
ing as a defensive end. “It’s 
like a chess game, because 
I’m playing against offen-

sive linemen every single 
play.”

“I can’t just run past 
them. I have to set up 
certain moves over the 
course of a game to get to 
the quarterback,” Shadd 
explained. 

“It’s like a fun chess 
game over the entire 
game, going back and 
forth with the offensive 
line,” he added. 

As a member of the 
EDSS junior football 

squad, last year he helped 
the Lancers capture the 
WCSSAA championship 
for a third consecutive 
year. 

After the team’s two 
quarterbacks suffered 
injuries, he stepped up 
as a backup quarterback, 
a position he had never 
played before. 

“Our backup quarter-
back came in and threw a 
touchdown pass that they 
didn’t see coming, and 

gave us a 21-7 lead, which 
helped us get a little more 
confident, get the momen-
tum back in the game,” 
said EDSS coach Alex 
Derma.

“Zion is by far one of the 
best players,” he told The 
Observer last year. 

Shadd noted he is train-
ing almost every day, yet 
he still manages to have 
an 85 per cent average in 
school. 

He admitted he does 
sometimes have to sacri-
fice hanging out with 
friends to focus on football 
and school. 

“It’s really just looking 
at what everybody’s done 
for me,” he said of what 
keeps him motivated.

He’s spurred on by the 
likes of his cousin Trinity 
Shadd, who plays volley-
ball for the University of 
Wisconsin, along with 
being the top qualifier for 
the women’s long jump 
of 6.10 metres at the 2022 
Canada Summer Games. 

“I see what she’s doing 
right now, and that’s an 
inspiration,” Shadd said, 
adding that his whole 
family inspires him to 
keep doing everything he 
can to improve. 

“It’s super exciting to 
watch,” said his mom, 
Melissa. 

→ FROM 10

FOOTBALL: Player’s dedication to his training prompts kudos from coaches and others involved in his development

Zion Shadd in game action with the EDSS junior squad last November. 	 Andrea Eymann
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Where Those Who Sew Go!
385 Frederick St., Kitchener (Frederick Mall)

K-W SEWING MACHINES

FREE LESSONS
with machine purchase

Repairs to all makes

Sale price
 $39995

519-884-6981
www.kwsewingmachines.com

• 3/4 thread overlock
• 1300 stitches per minute
• Colour coded thread guides
• Instant rolled hemming device
• LED lighting

eXtend
264 SERGER

Celebrating Our 
40th Anniversary

For that professional finish

FREE LESSONS

For that professional finish

Julian Gavaghan 
Observer Staff

THE WELLESLEY 
APPLEJACKS HEAD 
COACH said he is proud 
of his players’ determina-
tion to win, after digging 
another overtime victory 
out of an otherwise poor 
performance before 
comprehensively thrash-
ing their next opponent 
the following night last 
weekend.

Derek Lebold said he 
was disappointed by 
much of Friday’s game 
in Tavistock, which was 
only settled when Captain 
Kian Harron scored the 
winning goal against the 
Braves in a 3-2 decision.

His overtime goal was a 
measure of how he “leads 
by example,” said Lebold.

The following evening, 
on home ice, Wellesley 
beat the Woodstock Navy 
Vets 7-3 in a very exacting 
form of revenge, given it 
was the same scoreline, 
but in reverse, of the two 
sides’ first encounter eight 
days previously.

Having at one point 
led 7-2, Lebold jokingly 

promised he did not 
order his team to concede 
one more just to make a 
point, following the Jacks’ 
7-3 defeat in the season 
opener on September 12.

It means Wellesley now 
has a 3-1 record, putting 
the team second in the 
PJHL South Doherty 
Division with six points, 
one behind the Norwich 
Merchants.

Most pleasing for the 
coach, however, was 
seeing former Elmira 
Sugar King Ian Speiran not 
only open his goalscoring 
account but also earn a hat 
trick against Woodstock.

“I’m extremely excited. 
I think it’s important for 
him to get going,” said 
Lebold. 

“Obviously, he’s an 
offensively gifted young 
man. 

“He’s got a big, heavy 
shot, but I’m also 
impressed by how he 
defends, which leads to 
him creating a lot of offen-
sive opportunities. 

“So, it was good to see 
him get rewarded, because 
he’s definitely earned it 
with his level of effort. 

Jacks post a pair of wins, including 
an OT nail-biter in Tavistock

→ JACKS 22

Wellesley’s Luke Schofield celebrates scoring the first goal in a 3-2 
OT victory over the Braves in Tavistock Sept. 19.	 Julian Gavaghan

“The guys are also super 
excited for Ian, because 
he’s a very popular guy 
with the rest of the team.”

Friday night’s encoun-
ter in Tavistock started 
well for Wellesley, after 
Luke Schofield scored at 
3:20 in the first period, 
with Hudson Parker and 
Lincoln Walsh assisting.

Within three minutes, 
however, Carter Otto 
equalized for the home 
side, and the hitherto 
unbeaten Braves began to 
dominate.

Tavistock then went 2-1 
up at 19:29 in the second 
frame, through Evan 
Palubeski.

“It was a good start, 
really bad middle series,” 
commented Lebold. 

“I did not like the 
second period at all. 

“Tavistock did a great 
job just playing with their 
speed and turning the 
pucks over effectively.

“I thought we lacked 
judgement.”

Despite that, the Jacks 
were able to keep the 
damage to a minimum 
and even managed to 
draw level 27 seconds 

after the Braves went 
ahead, with rookie Tyler 
Chadwick scoring his first 
goal for Wellesley.

In the third period, 
Wellesley’s exciting 
mixture of experienced 

veterans and talented 
rookies was able to 
“regroup,” the coach said.

But neither side was 
able to bulge the twine 
again during that last 
stanza, and so, with the 

scoreline locked at 2-2, the 
game went into overtime.

Where Stuart Sinclair 
had stepped up the previ-
ous week, this time it was 
Harron’s turn to show why 
he was so deserving of 
the big “C” stitched to his 
jersey.

“He’s a poker-game 
guy on the back end,” 
said the coach, noting the 
defenceman’s ability to 
go on the offensive when 
required.

Shots went 30-28 in 
Tavistock’s favour, with 
Wellesley netminder 
Logan MacMillan turning 
28 aside.

Neither side profited 
from power plays, with 
the Jacks going 0-6 and 
the Braves 0-5.

Saturday’s match was 
an altogether less-nail-
biting affair – and a 
whole lot more pleasing 
for Lebold, who said the 
game bore the fruits of 
a heavy-forechecking 
approach he demands.

“It shows what we can 
do when we’re aggressive 
like that,” he told The 
Observer

The EDSS senior boys’ volleyball team fell 3-2 against Forest Heights Collegiate Sept. 18. Top photo: 
Elmira’s Tyler Baumam spikes the ball over the net. Bottom: Jaxon Lamb (left picture) and Alex Veitch 
(right) in action on the court. 	 Andrea Eymann
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Meals on Wheels • Transportation • Day Programs 
Homemakers • Maintenance • Friendly Visitors

Grocery Shopping • Caregiver Support • Community Meals 
Social Programs • Transportation from Hospital to Home 
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes 

FREE Short Term Home Support
System Navigation & Referral

of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot
COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS

Our Services

For information, services or support contact
Community Care Concepts
929 Arthur St. S. Elmira

519.664.1900   1.855.664.1900

Supporting seniors and adults with unique needs to live 
independently through home and community support services, 
social and recreational programs and volunteer opportunities.

The EDSS varsity girls’ field hockey team, which has won all eight of its games so far this season, in 
action during a 5-1 victory over Southwood Secondary School on Sept. 18. Vienna Cooney (top left) 
celebrates scoring the first of two goals. Taylor Rayfield (top right), Stella Grundy (bottom left) and 
Emily Brubacher also kept the opposition’s defence busy.	 Julian Gavaghan
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A harvest of local 
farming innovation.
Connect to the land.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

Rural
Connections

Rural
Connections

The province last week announced some 
$3.5 million in funding through the Forest 
Sector Investment and Innovation Program 
to support Ontario’s forestry sector and bring 
more made-in-Ontario wood products to 
market. This funding will provide businesses 
with advanced manufacturing technology, 
create jobs and boost productivity, the prov-
ince says.

Wellington County’s Nina Hiddema was 
named Miss Friendship and was one of the 
top-five finalists in the Queen of the Furrow 
competition at last week’s International 
Plowing Match in Niagara Region. She also 
finished fifth in the plowing contest. Victo-
ria Kolb of Caledon, representing the Peel 
Dufferin Plowmen’s Association is the new 
Ontario Queen of the Furrow.

Boost for forestry From the IPM

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

Quality 
Drainage 
Systems

CNC Turning & Milling

519.669.2198
126 Bonnie Crs., Elmira
www.rytechmachine.caINC.

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

Custom 
Machining 
& Repairs

J-K
Barn Painting * Sandblasting 

Epoxy Coatings 
Hot Water Pressure Washing

J-K

JEFF KUNKEL 519-343-3737
je�@jkindustrialpainting.com

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

In 2024, 78,079 temporary foreign workers were employed in the agri-food industry, according to Statistics Canada. Farmphotos.ca

Temporary foreign workers are crucial
to agri-food industry, says OFA
Ethan Braund
LJI reporter

THE AGRICUL-
TURE INDUSTRY IS 
CURRENTLY facing a 
major labour shortage 
problem, and temporary 
foreign workers (TFW) are 
essential to the solution, 
says the Ontario Federa-

tion of Agriculture (OFA).
The Canadian Agricul-

tural Human Resource 
Council reported that 
28,200 agricultural jobs 
remained unfilled, result-
ing in approximately $3.5 
billion in lost sales.

Agriculture, along with 
the entire food system, 
depends on one thing – 

people.
The OFA’s Cathy Lennon 

told The Observer that 
there are not enough work-
ers to fill all the available 
jobs, noting that current 
suggestions about down-
sizing or even scrapping 
the TFW program would 
make the situation worse.

“There’s been sort of → OFA 15

Andrea Eymann
Observer Staff

THE REGION’S FOUR 
RURAL TOWNSHIPS are 
in the spotlight during the 
annual Taste the Country-
side event, which kicks off 
today (Thursday).

For the next 10 days, a 
dining trail will feature 
stops in Wellesley, Wool-
wich, Wilmot and North 
Dumfries.

“The initiative shines a 
spotlight on the region’s 
rich agricultural roots and 
diverse culinary talent, 
bringing restaurants, 
farms and producers into 
the spotlight to share their 
passion with the commu-
nity and highlight farm 
to fork,” said Kurtis Wells, 
Woolwich’s economic 
development and tourism 
officer. 

Ahead of Taste the 
Countryside, a harvest 
meal event was held 
September 15, raising 
$4,000 for the Wellesley 
Food Cupboard, Wilmot 
Family Resource Centre, 
Woolwich Community 
Services food bank, and It 
Takes a Village Ayr. 

“Seeing the energy in 
the room, and seeing the 
atmosphere, and seeing 
the conversations that 
were happening, there’s 
a valuable opportunity 
to bring individuals 
together,” said Wells, 
noting the event took 
place at Shuh Orchards 
near Elmira.  

“It was a nice initiative 
to be able to spotlight 
the host, but also bring 
everybody together and 
get some conversation 
happening within our 
local boundaries,” he 
added, noting there were 
about 80 people in atten-
dance.  

For the dining trail, 
there are currently 12 
local restaurants spread 
across the four townships, 
including St. Jacobs’ Chef 
Duff Culinary Creations, 
Wellesley’s Schmidts-
ville Restaurant, Herrle’s 
Country Farm Market in 
Wilmot, Elmira’s Rural 
Roots Brewery, and Flame 
House Grill & Bar. 

Each participating busi-
ness must have a mini-
mum of three ingredients 
on its menu that are local 
to Waterloo Region. 

“Many people do not 
know or consider where 
their food comes from. It 
is a great opportunity to 
learn about the foods that 
are produced and available 
right in our region,” said 
Michelle Herrle from Herr-
le’s Country Farm Market 
in St. Agatha. 

“It’s nice to know some 
of the items that we’re 
already using and then at 
the same time also chal-
lenge myself with a menu 
to try and incorporate 
some ingredients I might 
not have thought of using 
before,” added chef Bruce 
Duff.

Taste the 
Countryside 
event gets 
underway today

→ TASTE THE COUNTRYSIDE 15

a significant number of 
media out there about 
unemployment rates 
for youth in Canada and 
maybe Canadians in 
general, and some discus-
sions about how to address 
that,” she said, pointing 
to talk about the TFW 
program.
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WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-3232371 Arthur St. S. Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

• No order is too small
• Ready-to-lay pullets
• Brown egg layers
• White egg layers
• Delivery available

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 8-3     
Closed Sun & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

New & used equipment: 
feeders, drinkers, cages, nests
Egg supplies: cartons, flats, 
crates, candler, scale

Set up your
own backyard

flock!

Stop by our retail store and 
browse through our selection of:

TALK TO US TODAY ABOUT FINDING 
THE RIGHT VARIETY FOR YOUR FARM.

LOOKING TO GROW A TOP QUALITY 
WHEAT CROP THIS SEASON? 

The Original.

Still the Leader !

SU Ruzena
Winter Barley

Contact: julia@cribit.com

The Original.

Still the Leader !

RRuzena
Winter Barley

“I think there’s quite 
a bit of attention and 
knowledge, really, about 
the role migrant workers 
and seasonal agriculture 
workers play on horticul-
tural farms.

“I just thought it was 
important to share 
that temporary foreign 
workers and seasonal 
Ag workers are critically 
important throughout 
the whole system, and 
it’s often people that you 
don’t see.”

Many of these unfilled 
jobs rely on temporary 
foreign workers because 
they are not attractive to 
young people or domes-
tic labour for a variety of 
reasons.

One of the factors they 
consider is that many of 
these jobs are located in 
rural communities, which 
creates transportation 
issues. It is also true that 
many jobs in the industry 
are demanding, with long 
hours, such as those in 
trucking and logistics.  

These jobs sometimes 
do not have ideal condi-
tions, such as working in 
the heat of a field or the 
cold of a meat-packing 
plant. Likewise, some of 

them being only seasonal, 
which may lead to a lack 
of interest from domes-
tic workers, as many are 
looking for employment 
year-round, said Lennon.

The agri-food sector 
would suffer in the 
absence of TFWs, she 
stressed.

“There are a whole lot of 
farms out there that would 
indicate they simply could 
not continue to operate 
without the seasonal ag 
workers. They would be 
forced to transition to a 
different kind of farming, 
or transition out of farm-
ing because there aren’t a 
lot of other options.”

You would also see 
changes in products at the 
grocery store, similar to 
what happened during the 
pandemic due to supply 
chain troubles.

“I think it’s important 
that we make sure that 
we understand what the 
impacts could be without 
all of the people needed to 
run them,” added Lennon.

This does not mean that 
we should stop trying to 
attract Canadians to work 
in the agri-food industry, 
she added, noting that 
regardless of one’s inter-
ests, numerous job oppor-

tunities are available in 
the industry, including 
roles in HR, media and 
nutrition.

“We want people to 
know that there are 
exciting careers, because 
when people think about 
agriculture in school, if 
you didn’t grow up in the 
industry, you think an 
agriculture job is on the 
farm and it’s milking cows 
or it’s picking strawber-
ries,” she said.

Lennon went on to say 
that there will always be 
a need for TFWs in the 
agri-food industry, but we 
still need to continue to 
try to build the Canadian 
workforce.

“I definitely think we 
will remain focused on 
developing and build-
ing a workforce for the 
future of Canadians. But 
there’s always going to be 
either those jobs that are 
seasonal, that are tough 
to fill, and there’s always 
going to be those jobs 
that are less attractive for 
Canadians.

“I do think there’s 
always going to be a need 
for immigration for some 
of those jobs. And there’s 
always going to be tempo-
rary labour needs.” 

“I’m just excited to play 
out something a little bit 
different than we have 
every day, and hoping to 
meet some new faces.”

Duff ’s culinary busi-
ness caters to special 
events up to 50 people, 
holds cooking classes 
and prepares take-out 
items at his location in St. 
Jacobs. 

Taste the Countryside 
is all about local food, 
Wells stressed.

“We’re trying to give 
them a reason or a spot to 
go and support local.”

“The ultimate goal 

→ FROM 14

TASTE THE COUNTRYSIDE: For the the third year, 
putting the spotlight on local food, from farm to fork

→ FROM 14

OFA: Doing the jobs that would otherwise go unfilled

of trying to expose our 
local residents to new 
places, but also when 
we have visitors in the 
areas, trying to show-
case the awesome food 
establishments that we 
have within our commu-
nity,” Wells said, noting 
they want to make the 
connections between 
the farmers, producers, 
restaurants, cafés to show 
how much is available 
right in your own back-
yard.  

For more information 
about the 10-day dining 
trail, visit tastethecoun-
tryside.ca.

Chef Bruce Duff will host one 
of the stops.  File photo
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Leading the way.
Shining a light on local enterprise, 
stoking the economic engines.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com

AD SPOT - NON PRINTING

BusinessBusiness In an Organic Council of Ontario event, Jenn 
Pfenning hosts a guided wagon tour of part 
of Pfenning’s 700-acre organic farm in New 
Hamburg on Saturday at 2 p.m. Visitors will 
explore what goes into growing over 40 
different certified organic crops, from seed-
ing to weeding and harvesting and packing.

A large majority of job seekers (80%) believe 
employers have the upper hand in today’s 
market. Some 72% of job seekers say the 
current state of the job market makes them 
feel like they have to settle for less than they’re 
qualified for. In addition, 62% are less willing 
to negotiate salary or benefits due to fear of 
a recession, according to the latest Express 
Employment Professionals–Harris Poll.

Organic farm tour Labour market shift

OWEN 
ROBERTS 

Food For 
Thought

AIR-CHILLED 
Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breasts
13.21/kg

Boneless Skinless 

Deals of the week

315 Arthur Street South, Elmira | 519-669-5403

KRAFT Peanut Butter or 
Hazelnut spread 725 g-1 kg

September 25-October 1
ANDREW KELLY

Prices Effective from  

BUBLY Sparkling Water
12x355 ml 

599
/lb

LOCAL

MARS 
Assorted 
Chocolates
95 pk or NESTLÉ
Assorted Minis 100 pk
while supplies last

499

599
MEMBERS
SAVE $1

MEMBER

699 without 
Scene+ 
Card1399

When McDonald’s 
Canada added 

the McVeggie sandwich 
to its menu this week, it 
marked a new chapter 
in the plant-based meat 
sector…a chapter that will 
be marked by plants being 
presented more as plants, 
not meat.

According to McDon-
ald’s, the McVeggie is “a 
breaded veggie patty made 
with a blend of vegeta-
bles (including carrots, 
green beans, zucchini, 
peas, soybeans, broccoli 
and corn) and seasoning, 
topped with shredded 
lettuce and creamy mayo-
style sauce, served on a 
toasted sesame bun.”

That sounds pretty 
wholesome and indicates 
how the next chapter for 
plant-based products is 
unfolding.

For years, fast food 
outlets including McDon-
ald’s, as well as major 
processors and manu-
facturers such as Beyond 
Meat, promoted their 
vegetarian offerings as 
head-to-head competition 
to meat, particularly beef 
burgers. 

That approach failed. 
Time has shown that over-
all, consumers who crave 
meat don’t want plant 
alternatives. And if they 
want veggies, they don’t 
want them dressed up to 
look, smell or taste like 
beef, chicken or pork. 

That’s especially true 
given the long list of extra 
ingredients that had to be 
added to some plant-based 
meat to get it to taste 
familiar.

I’m not sure the McVeg-
gie is void of all those 
nasty additives. But if 
the ingredient list is as 
complete and natural as 

New chapter unfolds 
for plant-based “meat” 

the website claims, this 
market is off to a refresh-
ing restart. 

Other companies have 
read the tea leaves, too. For 
example, Beyond Ground 
lists just four ingredients 
– water, faba bean protein, 
potato protein and psyl-
lium husk – in its ground 
beef alternative. Appear-
ance-wise, this product 
looks odd, but there’s not 
much for critics to quibble 
with in that ingredient list. 

And IKEA is reportedly 
offering a falafel plant 
ball this fall to replace 
its plant-based meatball, 
which failed to make a 
dent in the market.

This new direction is 
encouraging, for a couple 
of reasons.

First, it’s a more honest 
way of doing business. 
What started out as 
simply offering  consum-
ers alternatives to meat 
morphed into a name-call-
ing, finger-pointing, 
all-out war between the 
beef sector in particular, 
beef lovers, vegetarians 
and plant-based product 
manufacturers. 

The pro-meat group 
accused plant-based 
companies of deceiving 
consumers with their 
claims of “natural,” 
minimalistic ingredients. 
It sparked anti-plant-
product campaigns based 
on meat having but one 
ingredient. The plant-
based side took a milder 
approach and didn’t have 
a comparable war chest 
to fight the meat sector, 
although activists had 

Rob Albrecht, of John’s Nursery, shows a seven-son flower, a tree that produces blossoms in the fall. Julian Gavaghan

As the leaves fall, it’s a good 
time to put down roots

Julian Gavaghan
Observer Staff

WITH THE GOLDEN 
GLOW OF nature’s final 
blaze, fall is the season 
Rob Albrecht enjoys most 
at John’s Nursery, the St. 
Jacobs-area gardening 
business his father estab-
lished 57 years ago.

“You see that rain we’ve 
just had, it makes it the 
perfect time for planting 
trees, shrubs, evergreens 
and perennials,” he said.

“It’s also just a nice time 
of the year to be outside 
collecting seeds and doing 
other things to prepare for 
what can grow next year.”

Away from the summer 

heat that makes it hard to 
re-establish root systems, 
the cooler, wetter weather 
is an ideal time to plant 
new trees, Albrecht 
explained.

“From this point on, you 
can plant until you can 
no longer dig a hole in the 
ground, basically,” he said.

In fact, whenever the 
first frost arrives, it can 
help a transplanted tree 
establish itself, noted the 
dedicated green thumb, 
whose 86-year-old father, 
John Albrecht, Sr., is still 
busy at the Lobsinger Line 
garden centre.

“What usually happens 
is, once you get your frosts, 
a lot of the nutrients in 

the tree will flow down to 
the root system,” said the 
50-year-old. 

“So, as the leaves are 
dropping from the top, the 
focus is more on the roots, 
and so, if you’re digging 
them in at this point, it’s 
the ideal time to trans-
plant them.”

During summer, it’s the 
opposite, so if you dig in 
a tree then, it is focusing 
on foliage and the energy 
goes there instead of the 
roots, making it harder to 
establish in new ground.

The hot weather also 
does not help as it creates 
unsuitably dry conditions.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, 
as tastes in tree species 
diversify away from classic 
sugar maples and ash, 
species that exhibit bright 
fall colours are popular at → PRIME PLANTING 28

Conditions are now ideal for planting 
new trees, which is a specialty at John’s 
Nursery in St. Jacobs

this time of year.
“There’s been a bit more 

awareness now, just with 
different social media 
accounts pushing out new 
ideas, so things like flow-
ering dogwoods and red 
buds are popular.

“There are other types 
of maple too, like the 
Autumn Blaze, as well as 
lindens.

“Right now, two attri-
butes that are pretty 
desirable for most people 
are flowering trees and fall 
colour.

“Fruiting trees are also 
pretty desirable.”

At the nursery, a large 
section is devoted to a 
bewildering variety of 
Japanese maples, such as 
full moons, which have 
become increasingly 

→ ROBERTS 22
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Read a local best 
seller every week.
Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
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ArtsArts Newfoundland’s Matthew Byrne has 
released his fourth album Stealing Time, 
recorded in the UK with folk legend 
Martin Simpson and musicians from the 
UK scene. He kicks off the Folk Night at 
the Registry series Oct. 4, making his first 
appearance at the Registry since 2017.
www.FolkNight.ca

The Region of Waterloo International Airport 
unveiled three Indigenous cultural initia-
tives, including an Indigenous Languages 
Greetings Wall featuring greetings in the 
languages of Indigenous peoples within the 
region, and three new Indigenous murals 
by Jeannette Ladd, Judy Ross Mack and 
Cheyenne Ricard.

Byrne opens Folk Night Indigenous art at YFK

Andrea Eymann
Observer Staff

JEANIE LINDERS’ MUSI-
CAL COMEDY MENO-
PAUSE the Musical makes 
its way tomorrow (Friday) 
to the Centre In The 
Square in Kitchener. 

It tells a story about 
a group of four ladies 
who meet in the lingerie 
department at Blooming-
dale’s, where they get into 
a big fight over some of the 
underwear. 

Yet, when they start 
talking, they realize 
each of them had a lot in 
common, becoming fast 
friends. 

“They just become great 
friends and sing and dance 
with parody of songs from 
the 60s, 70s and 80s, but 
the tunes are very famil-
iar,” said Janet Martin, 
co-producer of the show, 
along with portraying the 
Iowa Housewife. 

Each woman comes 
from a different walk of 
life, said Mark Zimmer-
man, co-producer of the 
show from Shaggypup 
Productions. 

The Iowa Housewife had 
led a fairly sheltered life, 
he explained. “This is her 
big chance to get into the 
big city.”

“It’s fabulous,” said 
Martin of playing the role. 

“I feel I can relate, since 
I’m a wife with two chil-
dren, just like my charac-
ter, and she goes on a real 
journey.

“She starts off being…
rather sheltered, and then 
as the show progresses, 
she lets go more and 
more… by the end she’s 
swinging off the roof-
top,” said Martin, noting 
she has worked in the 
theatre as a professional 
for several years across 
North America, and when 
this show came along to 
produce it was “a natural 
progression.” 

The Professional 
Woman played by Fredena 
J. Williams is all about 
“climbing the corporate 
ladder.” 

Then there is the aging 
Soap Star (Lorena Macken-
zie), who, at one time was 
very well known but has 
found that the roles have 
dried up due to her age. 

Lastly, the Earth Mother, 
played by Denise Ouch-
arek, was “a crunchy 
granola growing up, 
a hippie, so to speak,” 
Zimmerman explained.

“So all four of them are 
very distinctive and their 
own characters in their 
own right, but what makes 
the show so powerful and 
beautiful is that in each 
other, we see each other,” 

Everyday life changes provide a few laughs

Menopause the Musical features Janet Martin, Denise Oucharek, Fredena Williams and Lorena 
Mackenzie. Submitted

Tackling a common issue, Menopause 
the Musical makes its way tomorrow to 
the stage at the Centre In The Square

he added. 
Despite the women 

having different back-
grounds, they see how 
similar they are in life 
struggles and the changes 
they are going through 
with the change of life. 

According to the 
National Institute on 
Aging, menopause is the 
stage in a woman’s life 
when menstrual periods 
stop, usually between the 
ages of 45 and 55. 

It often brings symp-
toms such as hot flashes, 

night sweats, trouble 
sleeping, joint and muscle 
discomfort, moodiness 
and irritability.

Playing up on all that 
entails, the musical has 
been touring for 10 years 
and has had 513 consec-
utive performances, 
Zimmerman noted.

Not even a bad storm 
that closed the roads could 
halt their progress – the 
production chartered a 
small plane to get them to 
the next stop.

“The good news is, we’ve 

never had to cancel a show 
ever,” he stressed, noting 
the adrenaline, the energy, 
and the feedback from the 
audience is exhilarating. 

Martin said of producing 
the show for a decade: “I 
think we’re always finding 
new audiences because we 
mostly appeal to women 
who are on the brink or in 
the middle of their meno-
pause years.” 

“And it’s like a great big 
sisterhood, where they 
can share not only the 
enjoyment of the show, 

but also they can laugh 
at some circumstances of 
what menopause is doing 
to them,” she explained, 
adding that the audi-
ences’ reaction is the most 
rewarding part about the 
production. 

The show has also 
helped men understand 
what women are going 
through, Zimmerman 
points out.

“We’ve had men come 
up to us and say, ‘Thank 
you very much, you saved 
my marriage... I now have 
a better understanding 
of what my wife is going 
through, I have more 
empathy, more under-
standing.’” 

He noted that men don’t 
usually understand what 
women go through, as this 
topic used to be hidden in 
the closet. 

“But now through the 
show, it’s about celebrat-
ing women celebrating the 
change of life, and instead 
of hiding it or feeling 
bad about it, it actually 
becomes empowering,” 
Zimmerman said, noting 
that despite it being a 
musical comedy, there is 
an underbelly of truth and 
empowerment. 

The Shaggypup produc-
tion of Menopause the 
Musical is on stage tomor-
row (Friday) at 8 p.m. at 
Centre In The Square in 
Kitchener for one day.  
For tickets, www.centre-
inthesquare.com/event/
menopause-the-musical. 

am happy as a lark. Yeah, 
the pizza is cold, but the 
car totally broke on me, 
and I managed to get 
home with nothing but a 
tube and a piece of baling 
wire. 

“If something goes 
wrong with modern engi-
neering, you’d never be 
able to do that.”

Other potentially 
frustrating quirks include 
transmission overdrive 
systems that, counter-
intuitively, can only be 
disengaged by pushing 
your foot down harder on 
the accelerator.

But, despite such 
eccentric features or flaws 
(depending on your point 

→ FROM 23

RESTORING A CLASSIC: The goal is to earn enough from each project to move on to the next project of interest
of view), classic British 
sports cars also have 
redeeming features.

Chief among them, they 
are “fun as hell” to drive 
due to their lightweight 
designs and unfiltered, 
driver-focused mechanics.

They’re also guaranteed 
to “turn heads,” Carter 
said, because of their 
understated elegance that 
has rendered them more 
timeless, unlike many 
American cars from the 
same era, which include 
features such as Space 
Age-inspired tailfins that 
more definitively age 
them.

Among the other models 
he has worked on and sold 
were the Lotus Europa, the 

MGA, MGB, and Morgan 
Plus 8.

The one non-British 
vehicle he has restored 
is an American-design 
Willys Jeep, which he 
fitted with Royal Cana-
dian Air Force decals and 
livery, to match the ones 
used by the service in 
wartime England, where 
his mother, Ursula, grew 
up during the Battle of 
Britain. 

It was sold to become a 
movie prop.

While he’s not seeking 
profit, as his main aim is 
simply to earn enough 
to continue doing the 
projects he loves, he has 
pocketed thousands on 
some sales.

On one Triumph TR3, he 
purchased the vehicle for 
$6,000, invested an addi-
tional $12,000, and then 

sold it to a buyer in France 
for $47,000.

Many of the projects 
Carter has undertaken 

started as an “absolute 
shipwreck,” and he’s had 
to learn a lot of skills to 
piece, patch and weld 
them back to their original 
shape.

“You cannot make 
money restoring cars 
unless you do everything 
yourself,” he said.

Some projects have 
involved months of sanding.

Others entail searching 
for parts in farmers’ fields.

But, even when others 
have given up, Carter 
prides himself on finish-
ing every car he begins.

“I’m obsessive compul-
sive. So, when I start 
working on something, I 
won’t stop until it’s done,” 
he explained. 

Maryhill’s Will Carter with his Jaguar E-Type and two other classic 
British cars he has restored.  Julian Gavaghan
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
Advertising Placing a classified ad

Seven days. 
One paper.
A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com
Job Posts: jobs.observerxtra.com

Please call or email for display advertising 
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real 
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory 
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:
Order and pay for family announcement 
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/notices

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. Deadline is 
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online 
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.
Residential:  $9 per 20 words 
  (20¢ per extra word)
Commercial:  $15 per 20 words 
  (30¢ per extra word)

Help Wanted
CLOCK  TOWER 
WELLNESS CENTRE 
looking for regu-
lar snow shoveler 
during winter months. 
Ca l l  Charma ine
519-669-4425.

For Sale
DOOR CUT OUT INSU-
LATION AND USED 3⁄4 
plywood for sale 
226-792-5702.

Help Wanted

We are looking to add a motivated and 
professional individual to our 

Cabinet Delivery team
In this department, our cabinets are loaded onto our 
delivery truck, taken to site and unloaded into the house. 
You will be working in a team of 2 people. The successful 
applicant will enjoy periods of hard physical work which 
are then followed by a long drive back to the shop.

Join a young, dynamic team that keeps growing! 
Woodland Horizon Ltd designs, manufacturers, finishes 
and installs high quality custom cabinetry. Our shop and 
showroom are located in the town of Drayton. At 
Woodland, one of our core values is Respect. Respect for 
our team members and respect for our customers. 
Continuous improvement is also a big part of who we are. 
We are constantly looking for new and innovative ways to 
make our team members jobs easier and more efficient. If 
this sounds like an environment that you would be 
interested in being a part of, please contact us.

Position
• We are looking for a Cabinet Delivery team member
• In this position, you would be delivering cabinets to site.
• You will need to be able to comfortably lift 150 pounds.
• In this position you would be reporting to our Install 

manager.

Required skills
• Respectful
• Team player
• Courteous and friendly
• Dependable
• Ability to read blueprints
• Attention to detail
• Capable of lifting 75 to 150 pounds
• Motivated and enthusiastic
• No post secondary education required

This position is full time, with benefits
after probationary period.

If you are interested in joining a vibrant and growing 
company, please send your resume.

laverne@woodlandhorizon.com
or call 519.638.5961 ext 104

Only those receiving an interview will be contacted. Thank you.

Help Wanted

FOR SALE 
BY TENDER

7589 Wellington Rd. 7, Alma 
(one km east of Parker intersection)

 THURSDAY OCTOBER 9, 2025
APPROX 4.96 ACRE country property; 
surrounded by farm fields; field stone 
bungalow with 3 bedrooms; 4 pc bath, 2 
pc bath, living room, kitchen, unfinished 
basement, attached one car garage. House 
heated by an oil and pellet stove; 20ft x 30ft 
hip roof shop/barn; 2025 property taxes are 
$5459.48. 
NOTE: an incredible; rare property close to 
Drayton, Alma, Arthur etc. All offers need to 
be submitted by Thursday October 9 at 12 
noon. Viewing by appointment. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555
www.jantziauctions.com

Auction

7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON 
519-669-2231

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

October 14 to 25

FALL SALE 
COMING SOON

Nescafe Instant Coffee 170g $8.29
Kraft Peanut Butter 1Kg $6.49

Comp Bacon & Cheese Sausage 900g $11.00
Blue Ribbon Bologna 500g $5.49

Sub Meat sliced 300g $4.50
Stevia jars are back!

Specials for September 27
On E&F Sauder Open House Day

Clothing and Fabric Sale

For Sale

LIVE CLEARING AUCTION SALE
of Tractors, Equipment, Milking Equipment, Buggies and Miscellaneous Items

for Ernie and Seleda Brubacher

SATURDAY OCTOBER 4, 2025
STARTS AT 10:00 AM

7489 Wellington Road 8, Goldstone, Ontario  
1st Farm east side of Goldstone, Approx 5 miles east of Drayton

TRACTORS: CIH MXC100, 2wd, open station, perkins, motor, PS 
transmission, Shuttle, Dual Remotes, 18.4x34 R rears, 5000hrs, 
bought new; CIH 5120 4wd, open station, Dual remotes, 18.4x34 
R rears, 360/70 R24 fronts, 8041 hrs, bought new; IH 884, red 
panel, 2wd, open station, TA, 18.4x30 rears, bought new; JD 6110L 
4wd,420/85/R34 rears, 360/70 R24 fronts, shuttle, 9420 hrs, Quicke 
Loader, 6ft bucket, selling separate 2 prong bale fork and pallet forks; 

MACHINERY: MF 852 pto pull type combine w/ 6 belt pickup, 
unloading auger slip clutch needs attention; MF 785 12ft swather; 
CIH 8340 9ft haybine; CIH 8725 harvester w/ processor, 2rorw narrow 
corn head, electric controls, 1000 pto; CIH 8725 harvester, electric 
controls,1000 pto, w/hayhead, CIH 600 forage blower; 3 Dion Forage 
Wagons w/ roofs on 10 and 12 Ton Horst Gears, LH unload 2- 1016’s 
1-10, 2 rebuilt steel boxes, 1- wood box; 2003 CIH SBX 540 small 
square baler w/ thrower, inoculant applicator, hyd tension; Creebank 
20 ft steel thrower rack w/mesh floor on 10 ton horst gear; Unifarm 
3pth 10 arm rotary hay rake; Krause/Kuhn 5635, 22ft Cultivator w/ 
3 bar harrows, walking tandems on main and wings,Like new; White 
6100 4 RN air corn planter, dry fertilizer, IH 510 18 run comb, GS, 
seeddrill, rear hyd’s; Kneverland 3 furrow, 3pth, square beam, hyd 
variwidth plow, Nice; IH 18 1/2ft Vibra Shank Cultivator; IH 11 1/2ft 
Vibra shank cultivator; Hagedorn 276 series 2 TA,DB,EG Manure 
Spreader; 12ft sprocket packer, hyd lift; Triple K 4RN scuffler; Westfield 
8’’ x 51 ft pto auger w/ boot; NH 355 pto mixmill w/ loading auger, 
13ft unloading auger; Bruns 200 bushel gravity box on gear; 3pth Pto 
belt pulley; 16ft flat rack on martin gear, small wagon on rubber w/ 
tongue for team; 5 section harrows and pole; 3pth 6ft grader blade; 
Artsway-Agrotrend 4102D, 8 1/2 ft DA, Hyd Hood, Snowblower, Like 
new; Baumalight 45 KW Generator on trailer; 

MISC: 18.4 x34 and 18.4 x30 T Rail Duals; 18.4x34 set of Trig chains; 
220 volt electric pressure washer; Dyna Glo Salamander Heater; 
Chicken Crates; portable air compressor 220V; Rissler 450 Honda gas 
powered TMR feedcart w/ scale; Poly feedcart; Sabre 25hp, 54” cut 
lawn tractor; Husqvarna push lawn mower; Wagon load of Misc items; 

MILKING EQUIPMENT: Mueller 600 Gallon round milk Tank w/ 
compressor, soap dispenser and auto wash; TTR;Vacuum Pump; Surge 
Pulsation control, Jar and control; Rotary Soap Dispenser all to be 
removed; 2” stainless pipeline and PVC vacuum line already removed; 
Boumatic Milker pump for single cow milking; Milker Bucket; 

BUGGIES: 3 seater carriage; 2 seater buggy on rubber; single 
seater buggy;
Also selling for Neighbor- MF 775, 12 ft swather; Brillion 14ft culti 
packer; 12ft rubber tire packer w/ diamond harrows; Kilbros and J&M 
250 bushel gravity boxes on heavy gears; 175 bushel gravity box on 
gear; 6 section diamond harrows and pole; 

NOTE
Plan to Attend this Clearing Auction
as Ernie and Seleda have sold the Farm after almost 50 yrs.
Parking on Roadside
Foodbooth
No Buyers Premium

PROPRIETORS
Ernie and Seleda Brubacher 519-638-0344

AUCTIONEER-  HEI-VIEW AUCTIONS 519-292-6808

Auction

For Sale
LAWN FERTILIZER 
AND LAWN SEED - 
Call George Haff-
n e r  T r u c k i n g ,
519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

NICE SET OF 4 RIMS 
AND WINTER TIRES. 
Rims are 18 inch, 
5--150 Bolt Pattern, 
w/110 hub bore. Tires 
are Michelin XIce 
275/65R18. Previously 
on Toyota Tundra. Total 
set $1475. Call Fergus 
226-383-1600

Farm Equipment
WANTED - DION 
THRASHING MACHINE 
22 × 32 or 22 × 38. Inter-
national or John Deere 
grain binder. Phone 
evenings 905-983-9331.

Ag. Services
BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN 
DEL IVERED  BY 
Einwechter. Mini-
mum 15 ton lots. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND 
F E R T I L I Z E R  - 
competitive pricing. 
Rye seed, winter 
barley. Hard red 
wheat Pro 81. Soft red 
wheats Marker, Blaze, 
B654 and more. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Wanted
WANTED, CASH PAID 
OMEGA, TUDOR, 
Rolex etc. Broken 
gold jewellery, coins, 
paper money, All 
silver wanted. 45 
yrs experience, fair, 
honest prices. Elmira, 
Terry Gallamore @
519-242-6900 or
gallamore@golden.net 
will pick up.

Wanted
WILLING TO BUY - DIE 
CAST REPLICAS OF 
farm tractors and 
equipment; Indus-
trial equipment and 
Tonka sandbox toys. 
In any useable condi-
tion.No collection too 
large or too small. Ask 
Dwayne for details.
519-669-5500.

Trades & 
Services

CUSTOM APPLE 
PRESSING. JUICE 
sales by appointment. 
Wesley martin, 3175 
Northfield Dr. Elmira. 
519-669-3541.

Coming 
Events

SHOP 40+ LOCAL 
VENDORS AT THE 3RD 
Annual Fall Market! 
Saturday, Sept 27, 10 
- 3, Gale Presbyterian 
Church, Elmira.

RENTAL ON PAGE 20

To apply, contact Joe Merlihan at 519-669-5790 
x107 or apply online. Please provide your name, 
address and phone number.

JOIN A MOVEMENT!
observerxtra.com/carriers

Newspaper
Carrier

Immediate Route Available in

Elmira, Conestogo
and St. Jacobs
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   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

(ELMIRA)

	ↆ L O C A L  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

 

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs
Patios • Finished Floors • Retaining 
Walls • Steps • Decorative/Stamped 

and Coloured Concrete

TIRE

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

 

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

371 Arthur St. S., Elmira

• FLOORING 
• Custom KITCHENS
• BATHROOM VANITIES 
• SICO Paint 
• Custom WINDOW BLINDS

 Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00    Evenings By Appointment

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology 
to repair your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence.

519-669-4400 30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

   ↆ STORAGE

   ↆ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

   ↆ HOME IMPROVEMENT

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca

100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

Visit us online 
to see our entire 

rental lineup.

MarCrest 
Backhoe

Septic Installations · Tile Repairs
Small Footings · Silo Footings

Maynard Martin
2512 Kressler Road RR1

St. Clements, ON  N0B 2M0

Tel. 519-699-0507
22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: MON-SAT 8-6

SEE US
FOR &

Window
ScreenREPAIRS

BIKE 
REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

SERVING YOU 
SINCE 2009
SERVING YOU 
SINCE 2009

Residential & Commercial
Trimming & Removal 

Hazardous Tree, Fencerow
& Stump Removal 
Grapplesaw Crane 

Brush & Whole Tree Chipping 
Bulk Wood Chip Sales 

Residential & Commercial
Trimming & Removal 

Hazardous Tree, Fencerow
& Stump Removal 
Grapplesaw Crane 

Brush & Whole Tree Chipping 
Bulk Wood Chip Sales Bulk Wood Chip Sales Bulk Wood Chip Sales Bulk Wood Chip Sales Bulk Wood Chip Sales Bulk Wood Chip Sales 

8768 Hwy 6, Arthur, ON
519.848.5889

thomas@florapinetreeservice.ca 
www.florapinetreeservice.ca

   ↆ RENTALS

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | Drywall

Repairs

519-503-6033

John Schaefer
Painting

   ↆ ADVERTISING

J-K
Industrial & Commercial Painting 

Barn Painting * Sandblasting 
Epoxy Coatings 

Hot Water Pressure Washing

JEFF KUNKEL 519-343-3737
je�@jkindustrialpainting.com 

J-K
Industrial & Commercial Painting 

J-K
Industrial & Commercial Painting 

J-K

   ↆ GENERAL SERVICES

Residential and Commercial
- Mowing & Trimming
- Lawn Seeding 
- And more...

(519) 505-6627
1157 Noah Road Elmira, ON
brian@reistproperty.ca

Contact us for all your
Custom or Replacement

Tarps & Covers!
▪ Round tower silo 

forage covers
Heavy duty tarp for 
year after year use

226-584-0923
trailviewmfg@gmail.com

General 
tarp repairs

▪ Grain buggy/ 
Gravity box 
tarps

PRINTERS

Aeration Systems
Ponds, Lagoons,

Manure, Composting

agriculture.aeration@gmail.com

tel: 905-373-5103
agro-aeration.com

Agricultural Aeration Systems
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Advertise 
Your Services 

Weekly!
Call Donna at 519-669-5790 
ext. 104 to book this space!
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Rental

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA
Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious One Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in modern 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

“A Nice Place to Call Home”

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

Beautifully maintained home. Functional layout 
for your family with 3 bedrooms, 2+1 bathrooms, 
finished basement.

Darren Streicher 
Realtor®

darrenstreicher@gmail.com
226-789-5893

1 Shantz Place, Wallenstein

$899,000

Real Brokerage Ontario Ltd., Brokerage

	ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

	ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S
W I S H B O N E

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira  519-669-5426

Sue From

226-750-9332
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Emily Minielly

519-504-6247
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$549,000$549,000
WATERLOO- Welcome to your new home in the heart of 
Beechwood! This charming and spacious 2-bedroom, 
4-bathroom townhome is nestled in a sought-after, 
family-friendly neighbourhood offering both tranquility and 
convenience. The main floor features a bright kitchen with a 
cozy breakfast nook, a separate dining room, and a warm living 
area with a gas fireplace—perfect for entertaining or relaxing 
evenings in. Upstairs, the large primary suite boasts a walk-in 
closet and a private ensuite bath. The finished basement offers 
additional living space with a rec-room, laundry area, a full 
3-piece bathroom, and direct walkout access to the single 
garage. Step outside to a fully fenced backyard oasis with a 
patio and beautiful gardens—your own private retreat. 
Residents enjoy exclusive access to an in-ground pool and 
tennis court. Whether you're raising a family or looking to 
downsize in style, this home offers the perfect blend of 
comfort, privacy, and community. Don't miss out on this rare 
opportunity in Beechwood!

ELMIRA - Spacious Family Living on the West end of First St., 
Elmira! Discover the perfect blend of comfort and functional-
ity in this impressive 4-bedroom residence on First Street 
west. Designed with gathering in mind, the expansive 
open-concept living area provides an inviting atmosphere for 
daily life and special occasions alike; a true host's delight! Four 
well-proportioned bedrooms ensure ample private space for 
every family member or the flexibility for a dedicated home 
office. Practicality meets convenience with main floor laundry 
and a generous 2-car garage. The fully finished basement 
expands your living possibilities, offering an ideal space for a 
home theatre, children's play zone, or a versatile recreation 
room. This corner lot property features a charming back deck 
and gardens, perfect for outdoor relaxation and entertaining. 
Don't miss this opportunity for exceptional family living!

$999,000$999,000

ELMIRA -   Located in the desirable South Parkwood 
neighbourhood, this beautifully designed 3-bedroom home, 
built in 2021, offers modern comfort, style, and space for the 
whole family. The bright open-concept layout is filled with 
natural light, thanks to oversized windows that frame peaceful 
views and mature trees in the backyard. The heart of the home 
is the spacious kitchen, which flows seamlessly into the main 
living area and offers direct access to a  covered upper 
deck—perfect for relaxing or entertaining in any weather. 
Inside, you’ll find three generously sized bedrooms, including 
a stunning primary suite with cathedral ceilings that create an 
airy, retreat-like atmosphere. The  luxury ensuite  features 
high-end finishes, a spacious walk-in shower, and elegant 
fixtures—ideal for unwinding after a long day. The standout 
feature is the fully finished walk-out basement, complete with 
floor-to-ceiling windows, a fourth bedroom, and a newly 
completed 3-piece bathroom. This flexible space is perfect for 
guests, a home office, or multigenerational living. From the 
walk-out, step onto a covered lower patio that extends your 
living space into the serene, tree-lined backyard. Enjoy the 
tranquility of South Parkwood while staying close to parks, 
schools, and all essential amenities. A must-see property!

$1,199,800$1,199,800

Sunday 1-3pm
 164 Timber Trail, Elmira

OPEN HOUSE

ELMIRA - DUPLEX - This 5-bedroom legal duplex bungalow is 
tucked away in a quiet Elmira neighborhood on a generous, 
private lot with a large backyard. The main floor offers 3 
bedrooms, its own laundry, and a bright, welcoming layout. 
The lower level features a separate entrance leading to a 
spacious 2-bedroom unit with fresh finishes and plenty of 
natural light. Recent updates include a furnace (2022), A/C 
(2023), roof (2018), and all windows (2016). Each unit has its 
own hydro and water meter for convenience. Outside, you'll 
find a concrete driveway and walkway, plus a dedicated shed 
for each unit offering extra storage. Whether you're looking for 
multi-generational living, a mortgage helper, or a smart 
investment property, this home could be the perfect fit!

ELMIRA - Welcome to this charming 3-bedroom family home, 
built in 2008 and thoughtfully designed for comfortable 
living. The open-concept main floor is filled with natural light, 
creating a warm and inviting space to gather with family and 
friends. Recent upgrades include all new windows (2022 & 
2023), bringing both efficiency and peace of mind for years to 
come. The finished basement adds even more room to enjoy, 
whether as a cozy family retreat, playroom, or home office, 
with a bathroom already roughed in to make future finishing 
easy. Step outside to the backyard oasis, where mature trees 
provide privacy and shade. A spacious deck is perfect for 
barbecues and summer evenings, while the shed adds 
convenient outdoor storage. The yard is partially fenced, 
offering a great mix of openness and security.  The oversized 
concrete driveway with stamped concrete walkway add 
convenience and style. This home blends modern updates 
with family-friendly comfort — move-in ready and waiting for 
you to make it your own.

BRIGHTON -   Imagine waking to the sunrise over the pond 
across the street; sipping coffee on your covered front porch 
running the full length of the house while enjoying the 
tranquility of the countryside. Full of character and charm, this 
historic building has seen life as both a general store (from 
1957 - 1900) and then a post office —and today it has been 
thoughtfully updated into a versatile 3-unit dwelling. (legal 
duplex) The soaring 12 foot ceilings, open space and large 
sunny windows create an air of space and serenity while still 
feeling cozy with the wood stove in the main living area. The 
property features a cozy 1-bedroom apartment, a spacious 
3-bedroom home, and an additional unit currently used as a 
yoga studio. With its own main-floor entrance and washroom, 
this yoga space could easily be transformed into an in-law 
suite or adapted to suit your needs. Set on a generous 0.8-acre 
lot, this property offers plenty of room to bring your 
homesteading dreams to life. Enjoy a large back deck 
overlooking the yard, complete with cherry, pear and apple 
trees. A barn with hydro and a garage door provides flexible 
options for vehicle repair, storage, a workshop, or even a play 
space. All of this is conveniently located just close to the 401, 
10 minutes from Plattsville and 15 minutes from New 
Hamburg—country living with easy access to nearby towns. 
Don’t miss this unique opportunity to own a piece of history 
with endless potential!

$949,000$949,000

$725,000 $725,000 

Sunday 10am-12pm
6 Erb St, Elmira

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday 2-4pm
189 Porchlight Dr, Elmira

OPEN HOUSE

$749,000$749,000

ELMIRA - Welcome to 1 Kingfisher Drive, Elmira - tranquil Living in a Private Oasis! Discover peaceful, easy living at this beautifully 
maintained home in Elmira’s sought-after Birdland neighbourhood. Nestled on a generously sized 125ft x 62ft lot, this 3-bedroom, 
2-bathroom home offers quiet comfort, thoughtfully designed spaces, and a true sense of retreat. Step into a bright, welcoming 
living area that flows effortlessly into the dining room and kitchen — ideal for hosting family dinners or enjoying a quiet morning 
coffee. The kitchen offers direct access to both the backyard, laundry and garage for added convenience and ease of daily living. The 
charm does not end when you head upstairs and find 3 bedrooms, a full bathroom and space for a future 4th bedroom above the 
garage should the space be needed. Outdoors, unwind in your own private oasis: beautifully landscaped gardens, a sparkling 
in-ground pool, and a charming pool house (with electrical) provide the perfect setting for relaxation or entertaining. Whether 
you're enjoying a summer swim, tending to the garden, or simply listening to the birds, this backyard was made for quiet enjoyment. 
The fully finished basement adds flexibility with a cozy gas fireplace, a second bathroom, a home office, and additional living space 
— perfect for visiting guests or hobbies. Lovingly maintained over the years, this immaculate home offers peace of mind and pride 
of ownership in an established community. If you're ready to embrace a more relaxed lifestyle — 1 Kingfisher Drive is waiting for you!

$890,000$890,000

COMING SOON
TO BRIDGEPORT

	ↆ P U Z Z L E  S O L U T I O N S

W I S H B O N E
Solutions for this week's puzzles.

Hard

Easy

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only 
$5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only 
$7.50

4x6
$9 2nd Print 

only 
$4.50

Our photographs are available for purchase 
on quality photo paper or as a digital copy.
Order online today!  observerxtra.com/reprint
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81 Timber Trail Rd., Elmira                   MLS  $995,000.00

Check out this immaculate, professionally landscaped bungalow – only 8 yrs old. 2 
bdrms on the main fl r as well as an offi ce (or 3rdbdrm), open concept living room & 
eat-in kitchen w/island & built-in’s. Sliding doors to a partial covered composite deck 
& patio. Practical laundry rm/rear entrance. Primary bdrm w/3 pc. ensuite & walk-in 
closet. Fully fi nished bsmt w/stairs from the garage. 2nd kitchen & laundry facilities. 
Rec rm & games area. Tons of closet space w/5 walk-in closets!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA ResidentialR.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

Offi  ce: 519-669-2772
Brad Direct: 519-741-6231
Ryan Direct: 519-404-7820 

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
www.thurrealestate.com

RYAN WALTER
Broker

39 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
YOU CAN RELY ON!

Birdland Plaza, Elmira                        MLS

1 unit available – 1,310 sq. ft.  With front & rear access.   $11.00/sq. ft. plus common 
area fees.  

      25 South Parkwood Blvd, Elmira     MLS  $1,050,000.00

Custom built bungaloft in 2001 – still in excellent condition. Updated fl ooring on the 
main fl r, roof shingles, granite counter tops, gas furnace & ensuite bathroom. Main fl r 
primary bedroom w/W.I. closet & 4 pc. ensuite w/heated fl r. Open concept great rm 
& kitchen & dining areas. Formal dining room. 2 pc. powder rm & option of main fl r 
laundry. Upstairs features a separate space incl a bdrm, full bathroom & sitting area. 
Finished bsmt w/3 bdrms, rec room & bathroom. Lots of house! Wooded lot behind & 
across the street from wooded parkland!   

14 Mill St., Elmira   EXCLUSIVE listing  $795,000.00

Looking for a tri-plex? Located downtown with 2 main fl r apartments & one apart-
ment upstairs. All one bedroom units in good condition. Lots of asphalt parking.  De-
tached garage – 16’x24’ built in 2012. All units are metered separately for hydro. 
One gas furnace replaced in 2021 plus a gas F.P. for heating. Steel roof. Immediate 
possession is possible

1857 Hopewell Creek Rd., Breslau    MLS  $2,890,000.00

70 acres of land w/25 workable – the balance being hardwood bush. Sprawling 2,500 
sq. ft. bungalow – custom built in 1985.  Detached double garage w/workshop space 
– 26’ x 44’ as well as a steel clad shed w/concrete fl oor – 28’ x 65’. This unique prop-
erty is a dream for someone who enjoys working w/fi rewood. A steel structure w/roof 
is located in the bush for storing fi rewood.   MLS  

4 Weigel Ave, Elmira       MLS  $599,900.00

Brick bungalow near downtown in a mature neighbourhood. Very little traffi c on a 
dead end street. 3 bdrms& a full bathroom. Living room & eat-in kitchen w/sliders to 
a spacious deck. Partially fi nished bsmt. Deep single garage.  

NEW PRICE

SPACE FOR LEASE

	ↆ R E A L  E S T A T E

The third annual Multicultural Festival of Elmira was held on Saturday at Gibson Park. The event was organized by H.O.P.E., whose founder, Abby Cooper, was seen with Kitchener-Conestoga MP Tim Louis 
(middle right). Performers included the Caribbean fusion band Moka (top). Among the other activities was a community painting effort led by EDSS teacher Jennifer Horst (left). There was also Iroquois 
lacrosse, which Desmond Palacios, 10, tried. Karen Myers attended with her son, Easton, and daughter, Lively. 	 Julian Gavaghan
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	ↆ FA M I LY  A L B U M
Obituary

Elaine Schaefer’s
turning 90

We’d love for you to join us to 
celebrate 9 decades of laughter, 

love & cherished moments!

Sunday, Oct. 5/25 
Open house from 1:30-5:00 pm

Woolwich Memorial Centre | Seniors Centre 
24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira

Birthday

Martin, Titus 
Passed away unexpectedly on Sunday, 
September 21, 2025 at the age of 1 
year, 4 months. Son of Edwin and 
Ina Martin of Linwood. Brother of 
Amy, Josiah, Barbara, and Lovina 
all at home. Paternal grandson of 
Edwin and Lena Martin of Linwood. 
Maternal grandson of Emerson and 
Catherine Hoover of Wallenstein. 
Arrangements entrusted to Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

	❖ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

→ FROM 10

GALEA: Reaching a new perspective from on high ain’t always a good thing

settled in on the platform, I had devel-
oped a relationship with God and a 
newfound appreciation of ground blinds.

Settled is not exactly the right word. 
For there were no safety rails surround-
ing the platform, and the tree swayed 
impressively with the wind. Plus, it was 
then that I realized that the rope I had 

Elmira wasn’t ready to quit. After the 
second intermission, the Kings capital-
ized on two power-play opportunities to 
tie things up early on in the third. Tanner 
Lawson (Brady Schwindt, Gerber) found 
the back of the net at 2:32, and Kyle Morey 
(Gerber, Lawson) did the same at 5:27.

It was 5-5 until just past the midway 
mark when Komoka went ahead for good 
on a power play of their own.

Shots were 38-29 in favour of Elmira, 
which went 5-11 with the man advantage, 
while Komoka was 3-6. 

“We were up 2-1 after one, and then 
there was a stretch there of about five or 
six minutes where they got three or four 
quick ones. That was a combination of 
PKs and just us kind of losing a little bit 
of focus on the road,” said McRae of the 
game’s turn of events, noting the players 
never quit.

“All the accolades go to the guys to 
battling back to make it 5-5. They got one 
late, and we just kind of ran out of time. 
I thought that, for the most part of the 

→ FROM 10

KINGS: Special teams take advantage of opportunities as they had plenty of work

“We’re a team that’s pretty hard to beat, 
and we want that to continue as we move 
forward.

“I think that we have a lot of depth, and 
this gives us the ability to roll all four lines 
and consistently establish a forecheck like 
that.”

Speiran, the kind of physical forward 
perfectly suited to this approach, scored 
first, helped by Ian Gedney and Ben 
Morton, at 1:46.

Within 90 seconds, Sinclair (Spencer 
Davidson and Boden White) had put 
Wellesley 2-0 up.

The side then went 3-0 ahead at 8:03, 
when Schofield scored his third marker 
of the season, with Alexander Govanis 

→ FROM 12

JACKS: Wellesley looks to continue winning ways against Dorchester, Hespeler

third, we were playing the game we want 
to play.”

Less than 24 hours later, the Kings were 
back on the ice, this time home at the 
WMC to welcome the Strathroy Rockets.

There was no back-and-forth here, as it 
was all Kings, all the time.

Noah Battler got things rolling with a 
goal at 6:08 of the first, assisted by Sam 
Ratcliffe. Less than three minutes later, 
Brody Straus added to the lead with a goal 
assisted by Morey and Schwindt. The 
period would end with Elmira up 2-0.

The Kings found the net four more 
times in the second. Schwindt scored on a 
power play at 4:18, helped by Gerber and 
Morey. Twenty-five seconds later, it was 
Nate Gravelle, from Brunton.

Cornfield’s power-play goat at 13:35, 
from Gerber and Morey, made it 5-0, while 
Gerber added another with a shorthanded 
effort at 19:05.

The second intermission proved no help 
to the visitors, as Strathroy was again held 
scoreless in the third.

The scoring came off the sticks of 

Lawson (Schwindt) on yet another power 
play and Ratcliffe (Battler). Warrilow 
capped things off with 43 seconds left in 
the stanza, assisted by Straus and Alexan-
der Kyriocou.

When the horn sounded, it was 9-0 for 
the Kings.

Shots were 51-26 in favour of Elmira, 
which went 3-9 on the power play, while 
the Rockets were 0-6. Liam Reid turned 
aside everything he saw to post the shut-
out win.

“I think we had nine different goal scor-
ers, so a balanced attack on Sunday,” said 
the coach, noting the big lead allowed him 
to do some experimenting with the lines.

“When we got up a few, during the 
third we had different power-play looks, 
and some of the younger guys got some 
opportunity in the power play, which they 
probably haven't had yet this year.”

This weekend, the Kings are staying put. 
They’ll host the Waterloo Siskins Satur-
day night before welcoming the St. Marys 
Lincolns the following evening. Game 
time both nights at the WMC is 7 p.m.

assisting.
Later on in the opening frame, Wood-

stock replied with two, off the sticks of 
Cooper Vickerman and Reshaad Eichen-
berg, at 16:10 and 19:36 respectively.

However, the one-goal margin was as 
close as the Navy Vets came.

Speiran (Jake L’Heureux and Morton) 
made it 4-2 with the only goal of the 
second period, at 9:08.

In the final frame, Wellesley put the 
game to bed, with three goals within 10 
minutes.

First up was Lincoln Wash (Harron and 
Kaelan McDougald) at 3:59.

Next, at 7:48, Speiran completed his 
hat trick, with Harron and Jordan Abbott 
assisting.

Finally, Walsh bagged his second goal 
of the night at 13:10, with help from Tyler 
Chadwick and Riley Noble.

Woodstock’s Will McGregor scored at 
16:39, but at that stage it was nothing but a 
consolation goal.

Incredibly, neither side had a single 
power-play opportunity.

Wellesley dominated the shot count 
34-23.

Nolan Carriere, who has been sharing 
goaltending duty, made 20 saves for the 
win.

This weekend, the Jacks host the 
Dorchester Dolphins at the Wellesley rec. 
centre at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, before 
travelling to Hespeler to face the Sham-
rocks on Sunday afternoon.

attached to my shotgun to hoist it up had 
tangled on a lower branch. So, I had to 
go down, untangle it, and do it all over 
again. 

Eventually, however, I got in the stand 
and, half an hour, later, shot a respect-
able buck from it. 

That was the last time I climbed into 
a tree stand without a safety harness. It 

was also the last time I did a chin-up.
The worst part was, later that week, I 

refused to go up again. Instead, I sat on 
the ground with my back to a tree. That’s 
when I realized that the farmer was right. 
I did not see a single deer while I was on 
the ground. 

I saw two walk by me within touching 
range…

The EDSS junior boys’ volleyball squad fell 3-2 to Forest Heights Collegiate Sept. 18. Ryder Wideman (left and top middle). James Ferguson, bottom 
middle, bumps the ball. Right: Darius Staken tries to get it back over the net. 	 Andrea Eymann

→ FROM 16

ROBERTS: Consumers 
want safe, wholesome food
long drawn a line in the sand with their 
stance against meat production. 

Ultimately, this new approach could 
lead to a less polarized protein sector, less 
of an us-versus-them mentality. Consum-
ers won’t feel the need to join one camp or 
the other – they can choose between the 
two, or patronize both, without feeling 
they are compromising their moral stand-
ing. 

And companies can concentrate on 
marketing benefits, not glitzy features. 

What consumers really want is safe, 
wholesome and affordable food. Look at 
meat and non-meat alternatives and ask 
which side is offering all three of those 
benefits. That’s the side that deserves 
Canadian consumers’ support as we settle 
in for an elbows-up fall and winter.

Order online at: observerxtra.com/notices

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads 
will be accepted in person, email,  or phone  
during regular office hours. 
Deadline is Tuesdays by 5pm. 

Single: 	 $35 per insertion 

Double: 	 $45 per insertion 

Triple: 	 $60 per insertion

Announce it in  
the Observer.

Advertising
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It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about 
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Living Here The Waterloo Wellington Down Syndrome 
Society (WWDSS) will hold its annual 
fundraising event, the Any Which Way 
You Can A-Thon, on Sunday in Water-
loo Park. The event will begin at 1 p.m., 
with opening remarks at 2 p.m. followed 
by a 2km walk and roll route, entertain-
ment, and fundraising announcements.  
www.wwdss.ca

Schools in Woolwich will be eligible for 
financial support for environmental projects 
such as tree planting and creating a pollina-
tor garden under a new program approved 
this week by township council. The Climate 
Smart Schools Micro Grant program will be 
funded by $10,000 from the climate action 
levy.

WWDSS fundraiser Climate action grants

	▢ Mayo 
Clinic 
Professional Clinical 
Health Advice

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: Ever 
since I had my son, I tend 
to worry whenever he gets 
ill, so I try to educate my-
self on different viruses 
and autoimmune dis-
orders. I recently came 
across encephalitis. What 
is it? What are some of the 
warning signs? And how is 
it treated?

ANSWER: It’s normal 
to worry as a parent. 
However, encephalitis is 
a rare disease. The word 
encephalitis means swell-
ing (often inflammation) 
of the brain. Early signs 

Understanding encephalitis: Symptoms, causes and treatment

can include the sudden 
onset of headache, fever 
and frequent seizures. 
Patients will often develop 
cognitive problems such 
as memory loss, halluci-
nations and confusion — 
sometimes not knowing 
what time of day it is or 
what year it is. A number 
of patients can develop 
problems walking, 
abnormal movements, 
fluctuating blood pres-

sure and potential loss of 
consciousness. It can be a 
very challenging time for 
everyone involved.

What causes encepha-
litis is two-pronged. For 
some patients, infections 
from bacteria or viruses 
can cause their illness, 
which is called infec-
tious encephalitis. For 
other patients, their own 
immune system causes 
the illness when immune 
cells attack the brain by 
mistake, which is called 
autoimmune encephalitis. 
Family history or genetic 
predispositions can play 

a part in autoimmune 
encephalitis, but it is not 
spread from person to 
person.

Encephalitis is treated 
depending on the cause. 
If you have an infectious 
cause, you usually receive 
drugs that try to eliminate 
the virus, such as antiviral 
drugs. This can be very 
successful, especially if 
given early on. In patients 
who have autoimmune 
forms of encephalitis, the 
body’s immune system 
is overactive. Suppress-
ing the immune system 
can greatly improve the 

patient’s symptoms.
Once immunosup-

pressive treatment has 
begun, especially if it can 
be started early in the 
diagnosis, many patients 
make dramatic improve-
ments. However, despite 
those improvements, 
many patients are left 
with remaining symptoms 
such as memory problems 
and sleep disturbances. 
There are currently no 
preventive measures 
or vaccines for these 
illnesses, but there is hope 
in research.

Our research is essen-

tial because we’re trying 
to better understand 
how the patients present 
their illness to health-
care professionals and, 
therefore, how they can 
be diagnosed accurately. 
We hope to improve 
recognition of the disease, 
better understand how to 
measure the disease, how 
to measure improvement 
in an individual patient, 
and then be able to answer 
the ultimate question 
that all our patients want 
to know: “Why did this 
happen to me?”

Julian Gavaghan 
Observer Staff

“ENZO FERRARI SAID 
IT WAS the prettiest car 
he’d ever seen,” noted 
Maryhill’s Will Carter as he 
gushed over the sensual, 
sweeping curves and 
timeless design of his 1969 
Jaguar E-Type.

“And that man made 
some beautiful cars, so 
I think that says every-
thing.”

The black E-Type is just 
one of dozens of classic 
British sports cars that 
he has been lovingly 
restoring for the past two 
decades, having become 
beguiled as a child by their 
unique blend of style, 
simplicity and sheer fun.

Carter, 62, currently 
keeps two other iconic 
British designs at home.

His Austin-Healey 3000 
and Triumph TR3, both 
built in 1960, also bring 
Swinging Sixties’ vibes to 
Woolwich’s roads.

He wishes he could keep 
more of the vehicles he has 
painstakingly restored, 
but the prohibitive cost 
and more cool-headed 
thinking from his wife, 
Mary Francis, ensure he 
has a limit.

“She says I’m allowed 
to have two, and so I’ve 
said, ‘Well, okay, that’s two 
done, and one in the shop 
to get restored,’” he said. 

“So, the Jag’s waiting 
to be restored, while 
the Healey and TR3 are 
already done.”

He has sold most of his 
projects from the past 22 
years.

Ordinarily, he spends 
around a year bringing 
the vehicles back to how 
they would have looked, 
sounded and driven 
during the heyday of The 
Beatles.

But the especially 
elegant E-Type, which he 
bought three years ago, is 
a different kettle of fish, he 
noted.

Rolling out a piece of Old Blighty on local roads

→ RESTORING A CLASSIC 17

Enthusiast Will Carter currently owns three classic British roadsters, including an Austin-Healey 
3000 (with its hood – or, in the British vernacular, bonnet – up), a Jaguar E-Type and a Triumph TR3. 
He has restored many others.	 Julian Gavaghan

Maryhill man’s lifelong passion for old 
British cars has led him to painstakingly 
restore many classics over the years

“This is my serious 
bucket-list car that I’ve 
always wanted. That’s why 
I’m taking my time restor-
ing it,” the father of three 
explained.

Carter, whose passion 
for British automotive 
design started because of 
the 1956 AC Bristol that 
was bought in 1957 and 

still owned by his father, 
Bill Carter, admitted 
that, unlike their reliable 
German rivals, such vehi-
cles have more of a reputa-
tion for breaking down.

However, such incidents 
really only add to the 
charm, he insisted, as he 
listed some of the more 
memorable occasions 

he’s been forced to fix the 
“idiosyncratic” cars.

“Only this morning, the 
Healey caught fire,” the 
retired construction firm 
boss noted.

“I ran down to the gas 
station today to get some 
fuel for the lawnmower, 
and some guy walks by, 
and he says, ‘You got a lot 

of smoke coming out of 
there.’ 

“The battery cable had 
burned off, but the nice 
thing is you go in the boot, 
and you pull out your tool-
box, and 10 minutes later, 
the car’s fixed and driving 
home. 

“That’s the nice thing 
with British cars, you can 
always tinker with them, 
and as long as you under-
stand them, they won’t 
leave you stranded.”

Not everyone appreci-
ates this apparent charm 
as much, however.

His wife accosted him 
once when he returned 
an hour late from a short 
jaunt to pick up some 
take-out food after the fuel 
line in his Triumph TR6 
became blocked.

“I’m walking in with a 
cold pizza and my wife 
says to me, ‘Why do you do 
this to yourself? Why don’t 
you go get a reliable little 
sports car, like a Miata or 
something?

“And I said, ‘You don’t 
understand. I am thrilled. I 

→ MAYO CLINIC 25

Now is a great time to start thinking 
about getting your winter tires on!

As temperatures slowly begin to drop, it is beneficial for you to plan early 
and beat the rush by scheduling your appointment.

 If you do not have winter tires yet, no worries! We are more than happy 
to get you into a winter tire that suits your driving needs and budget!

Contact us to schedule your winter tire appointment!

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.
Tel: (519) 669-1082

info@leroysautocare.net  www.leroysautocare.net

Maintaining your car and your schedule

Visit us online to book an appointment!
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Cookie fluff is so 
delicious it’s unfair

I fear that my oven thinks 
I may have abandoned 

her. It’s been too long 
since I’ve turned that dial 
to bake cakes or cookie 
treats. But just because 
I haven’t been baking, 
doesn’t mean I haven’t 
been whipping up sweet 
treats to share. I’ve been 
relying on no-bake 
desserts like layered 
delights, icebox cakes, and 
fluffs instead. 
Chocolate chip cookie 
fluff is my latest party 
trick. For this recipe, all 

you have to do to enjoy 
this taste of childhood is 
fold mini chocolate chips 
and crunchy store-bought 
chocolate chip cookies 
into a sweetened whipped 
cream. It’s a 15-minute, 
no-bake recipe that is 
everything you love about 
dipping freshly baked 
cookies into a tall glass of 
milk, but so much easier 
than baking a batch of 
cookies.

	ↆ Patty Catalano is a food editor for TheKitchn.com, a nationally known 
blog for people who love food and home cooking. Submit any comments or 
questions to editorial@thekitchn.com.

Chocolate Chip Cookie Fluff
 ▢ 1 cup cold heavy 

cream

 ▢ 2 tablespoons 
packed light or dark 
brown sugar

 ▢ 1 teaspoon vanilla 
extract

 ▢ 1/8 teaspoon kosher 
salt

 ▢ 1/2 cup marshmallow 

creme, such as Marsh-
mallow Fluff

 ▢ 1 1/2 cups coarsely 
crushed crunchy choco-
late chip cookies (about 
4 ounces), such as 
Chips Ahoy, plus more 
for garnish

 ▢ 2 tablespoons mini 
chocolate chips, plus 
more for serving

1.	 Beat 1 cup cold 
heavy cream, 2 table-
spoons packed brown 
sugar, 1 teaspoon 
vanilla extract, and 
1/8 teaspoon kosher 
salt together in a 
stand mixer with the 
whisk attachment on 
medium speed until 
soft peaks form, 3 to 4 
minutes. Add 1/2 cup 
marshmallow creme 
and beat on medium 
speed until firm peaks 
form, 1 to 2 minutes.

2.	Fold 1 1/2 cups 
coarsely crushed 
crunchy chocolate chip 
cookies and 2 table-
spoons mini chocolate 
chips into the cream 
with a flexible spatula 
until just combined.

3.	Divide between four 
serving cups. Garnish 
with more crushed 
chocolate chip cookies 
and miniature choco-
late chips if desired. 

	▢ The Kitchn 
Patty Catalano

	ↆ F A I T H  D I R E C T O R Y

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

www.elmiramennonite.ca

9:30 am
“Incarnation and 

Living with Humans”
Malcolm McKinley

(Credence & Co.) preaching

	ↆ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is 
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See 
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online 
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

519.669.5105
1540 FLORADALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING & 
PROCESSING SYSTEMS

Design • Installation • Custom Fabrication

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY KOEBEL
519.744.5433

nancy.koebel@lyfestylefinancial.ca

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

SeSe

	ↆ C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org
The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

If you like milk and cookies, you’ll love this.

	⚠ Recipe notes 
 
The recipe can be made up through Step 1 up to two hours ahead 
and refrigerated in an airtight container. Fold in the chocolate chip 
cookies and miniature chocolate chips just before serving. 
 
Leftovers can be refrigerated for up to one day. The cookies will 
soften upon storage. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
	▢ Woolwich Tree Giveaway--Breslau, 9 a.m. to 11 

a.m. at the Breslau Community Centre. Trees are 
available to all township households on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 3 trees for urban properties. 10 
trees for rural properties. Details about tree species 
at healthywoolwich.ca. Call Ann at 519-514-7027.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
	▢ Breslau Train Show at the Breslau Community 

Centre from 10 a.m.to 3 p.m. Four free public hobby 
seminars, a large LEGO display and much more. 
Canteen operated by the KW Kiwanis Club. free 
parking. Cash only Admission: Children under 12 
Free, General addmision $6, NMRA members $4.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1
	▢ Senior’s Community Dining at Calvary United 

Church, St. Jacobs. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us at noon for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment. Cost: $14. Call to register by Septem-
ber 26 by calling 519-664-1900.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8
	▢ Senior’s Community Dining at Wellesley Recre-

ation Complex. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us at noon for lunch and fellowship. Cost: 
$14. Call to register by October 3, 519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9
	▢ Senior’s Community Dining at Breslau Community 

Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us at noon for lunch and fellowship. Cost: $14. Please 
call to register by October 3 by calling 519-664-1900.

	▢ Woodside Evergreen Fellowship.Join us at Wood-
side Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. “Aging Gracefully” 
by Rebecca Cannon, Naturopath, a devotional by 
Pastor Dan Allen and special music by Muriel Clem-
mer. Please register at www.woodsidechurch.ca/
evergreen or 519-669-1296 by October 5. A $12 
donation at the door includes a hot lunch.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 15
	▢ Woolwich Tree Giveaway Elmira. Woolwich Tree 

Giveaway--Elmira from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the WMC, 
Elmira. Please enter from Park Street. Trees are avail-
able for all Township households on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 3 trees for urban residents. 10 
trees for rural residents. The list of tree species at 
healthywoolwich.org. Ann at 519-514-7027.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18
	▢ Woolwich Tree Giveaway-Elmira, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. Please enter 
via Park Street. Trees are available to all township 
households on a first-come, first-served basis. 3 
trees for urban properties. 10 trees for rural proper-
ties. Details about tree species at healthywoolwich.
ca. Call Ann at 519-514-7027 with questions.

	▢ Elmira Lions Club Bottle Drive at Elmira Lions Hall. 
Bring your empty beer cans and bottles, wine and 
liquor bottles, and wine bags from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Proceeds to Woolwich Community Services.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22
	▢ Senior’s Community Dining at Linwood Commu-

nity Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us at noon for lunch and fellowship. Cost: 
$14. Please call to register by October 17 by calling 
519-664-1900.
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Over the last 10 or 
15 years of both doing 
research and seeing 
hundreds of patients with 
autoimmune encephali-
tis, we’ve improved our 
understanding of which 
patients should receive 
which treatments at which 
times, and we’ve under-
stood much more about 
how to begin to estimate 
and explain to the patient, 
their relatives and caregiv-
ers what we think might 
happen in the future.

One of our main goals is 
for healthcare teams to be 
able to identify and treat 
patients earlier. Mayo 
Clinic is ideally positioned 
to be a center of excel-

	ↆ Mayo Clinic Q & A is an 
educational resource and 
doesn’t replace regular medical 
care. E-mail a question to 
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For 
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.
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MAYO CLINIC: Understanding and treatment have evolved

lence for these patients. 
We also are structured to 
have a clinical trial set up 
for many of these patients 
so that we can see these 
patients, understand their 
biology and then begin to 
use that as a way to offer 

Is your business 
winter-ready?

Walk your property to 
understand where ice forms 
and how to prevent it

Close areas not requiring 
winter maintenance

Require salt training for your 
winter maintenance team

Prepare your winter 
maintenance plan with the 
help of our free worksheet

Know where to store plowed 
snow so ice doesn’t form 
across your parking lot

Have a plan to deal with ice 
when it is too cold for salt to 
work (around -10˚C)

With winter around the corner, how 
will you deal with the snow and ice? 
You may reach for the salt but 
spreading too much, or when not 
needed, can be costly for your business 
and our community’s drinking water.

Join other businesses taking steps to use 
less salt without compromising winter 
safety. We have free resources to help.

regionofwaterloo.ca/WinterPlan

Encephalitis is a rare disease.

them the right treatments 
at the right times. 

Scott Scheifele, Megan Olthoff and Jonathan Bushey prepare breakfast for a big crowd that showed 
up to Conestogo fire hall for a fundraiser event Saturday morning.	 Julian Gavaghan
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Sudoku	 EASY

Sudoku	 HARD

Mini-Word

Crossword

8 Letters 1 WordFind-A-Word	 THEME: PUMPKIN SEASONWord of the Week

If your company would like to sponsor this page,  
please contact The Observer at 519-669-5790 ext.104  

Or email donna@woolwichobserver.com

ACROSS
1. Variety of cotton
5. A round of applause
9. An impulse
13. River into the 

Caspian
14. Place to cast a ballot
15. Low ebb, nautically 

speaking
16. MLB player (2wrds)
18. Entertain over supper
19. Doctrinal suffix
20. Fail to catch, say
21. Exact retribution
23. Venezuela s former 

president Hugo
25. Affirmatives
27. Neighborhood, 

loosely
29. Render legally void
33.A cheerleader's 

demeanor
36. Political damage 

control
38. Harvest the 

rewards
39. Intl. body that 

standardizes 
flight codes

40. Sound of metal 
meeting metal

41. 2012 Best 
Picture winner

42. Drive-___ window
43. Campus military 

training prog.
44. Bottomless pit
45. Silicon Valley 

venture
47. ___ Grey tea

49. Helped through 
tough times

51. Beautifully 
expressive

55. Royal proclamation
58. Throat-clearing 

sound
60. What pride 

goeth before
61. Baseball stat 

for pitchers
62. Refusing to budge, 

adverbially
65. Digital music 

file format
66. Unexpected 

twist of fate
67. Highest position
68. What sunburned 

skin might do
69. ABC island 

mystery series
70. Shakespearean 

"you"

DOWN
1. Bone near the pelvis
2. Like Dublin natives
3. Volcano's material
4. "That's ___ folks!"
5. Small parts in a 

big machine
6. Really terrible
7. Had dinner
8. Musical expression 

technique

9. Persona non grata
10. Horse's strap
11. Criminal organization
12. Dueling weapon
14. Pool table covering
17. Abrasive mineral 

for polishing
22. Animal doctor
24. Jet's sky signature 

(2wrds)
26. Show clearly
28. Tilted position
30. Lofty dwelling
31. Price labels
32. Early Greek 

epic poetry
33. Cherry centers
34. Genuine, in German
35. Prefix meaning 

"beside"
37. Gentle touch
40. Black gold from 

the ground
44. Pleasant scent
46. Game with no winner
48. Monkey business?
50. Woodworking joints
52. Gear's gripping parts
53. Ice block shelter
54. Large South 

American rodent
55. Garbage site
56. Pennsylvania 

port city
57. Surrender formally
59. Scavenger's activity
63. Frat guy's greeting
64. Body art, abbrev.

ACROSS
1. Comfort
6. x, y or z
7. Loafer, e.g.
9. Lead source
11. Article of faith

DOWN
1. Caroled
2. Male cattle
3. Fine thread
4. Bloodless
5. Permission 

granted by 
a bishop

8. "We're number 
___!"

10. @

AUTUMN
BARN
BASKET
CANDLE
CARVE

CRISP
DECOR
FALL
FARM
FEAST

FESTIVAL
FIELD
FRESH
GOURD
HARVEST

HAY
JACK
LANTERN
MARKET
PATCH

PIE
PUMPKIN
ROUND
SEEDS
SPICE

SQUASH
STEM
VINE

PERPETUITY
refers to a state of continuing 
forever or for a very long time.

20

Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word 
reading clockwise or counterclockwise.

SOLUTION:

Real news delivered to your door.
Thank you to our distributors and newspaper carriers for keeping 
it real and providing Canadians with access to trusted journalism.
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WE STAND TOGETHER

SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2021

WE STAND TOGETHER

SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2021

WE STAND TOGETHER

SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2021SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2025

WE STAND TOGETHER AS COLLABORATIVE MEMBERS OF
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Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm
Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972RR#1 West Montrose, 

6158 Weisenberg Rd.

We also carry: mulches, soils, shrubs, trees,  roses, 
perennials & a variety of garden supplies.

PUMPKINS, YELLOW, WHITE, WARTY, PIES, GOURDS, STRAW 

9” MUM $850

5 OR MORE $700
PLANTERS 

$1000$2500

Cash and cheque 
payments only. 

ATM on site.

HUGE
PARKING
LOT SALE

HUGE
PARKING
LOT SALE

ONE 
DAY 

ONLY!

LUXURY 
VINYL

LUXURY 
VINYL

ONE ONE 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27TH
OVER 100 SKIDS OF
 LUXURY VINYL 

IN STOCK!
OVER 100 SKIDS OF
 LUXURY VINYL 

IN STOCK!
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM-8PM

SATURDAY 9AM -6PM
SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

1362 VICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER

ONE about driving out the 
Crusaders got some play, 
too.

The Arab armies lost, of 
course. All those countries 
were just emerging from 
British or French colo-
nial rule, their kings had 
been chosen in London or 
Paris, and the main job of 
their armies was holding 
the local peasantry down. 
They were easily defeated 
by the Israelis, who ended 
up holding five-sixths of 
the country.

The other one-sixth 
was what we now call the 
Gaza Strip and the West 

Bank, which gave shelter 
to most of the Palestinian 
refugees driven out by the 
Israelis. No Palestinian 
government had been 
formed, so the decisions 
stayed in the hands of 
Jordan (the West Bank) 
and Egypt (Gaza). And 
this was when the Great 
Mistake was made.

Neither Egypt nor 
Jordan showed any inter-
est in using that remain-
ing land as the base for 
the Palestinian state that 
had already been autho-
rized by the UN. Yes, it 
would have been severely 
truncated, but it would be 

→ FROM 8

DYER: Neither Jordan nor Eygpt has been helpful thus far 
in the founding of a proper Palestinian state

celebrating its 77th anni-
versary this year.  Instead, 
Jordan simply annexed 
the West Bank, and Egypt 
did nothing useful in 
Gaza.

Both those areas were 
conquered by Israel in 
the 1967 war, so Palestine 
might now have a govern-
ment-in-exile if that war 
had also happened on the 
alternate timeline. But 
nothing could be as bad as 
the fate Palestinians face 
now. No actual state has 
been erased from the map 
by violence since 1945, 
but virtual doesn’t count 
for much.

popular in recent decades.
And it’s not just the 

foliage that is exhibiting 
colour during poet John 
Keats’ beloved “season of 
mists and mellow fruitful-
ness.” 

There are several tree 
species with autumnal 
blossoms.

Among them is the 
seven-son flower.

“They’re quite beautiful, 
usually they have pinkish 
flowers,” Albrecht said of 
the plant, which is a cross 
between a tree and a shrub 
and can grow to 20-by-20 
feet in size.

“It means you can have 
flowers in every season, 
even winter with witch 
hazel.”

It is fairly simple to 
ensure the survival of 
most transplanted trees, 
but some species, such as 
oaks, can be more chal-
lenging because they have 
fewer roots and propor-
tionally face more damage 
when severed.

Abrecht works alongside 
his brother, John, Jr., 61, 
and, since retiring as an 
optometrist, his sister, 
Jackie, 60, does as well.

He revealed how the 
vision and hard work of 
their father and mother, 
Mary, 80, had helped the 
business to flourish.

“My dad was working 
various jobs, and then 
he started just growing 
a few trees on the side of 
the property for a hedge-
row in the mid-60s,” he 
explained.

“Then, someone came 
by and said, ‘Oh, are these 
trees for sale?’ And that 
kind of just sparked him to 
say, ‘Okay, yeah.’ That was 
a light-bulb moment.

“So, the nursery offi-
cially opened for business 
in 1968.

“He was working two 
jobs at the time. He was 
doing night work at one 
of the breweries and my 
mom would take care of 
the place during the day.”

The younger Albrecht 
said there were two keys 
to its success: his father’s 
friendly customer-service 
approach and his will-
ingness to do as much as 
possible himself.

“He was a mechanic for 
a long time and so built 
most of the buildings 
and did welding work by 

himself,” the son noted.
The first expansion was 

buying a field opposite 
for a tree farm, a patch of 
land with good soil and a 
natural water source for 
irrigation.

Today, the business 
owns 150 acres, including 
the original 17-acre prop-
erty on which the garden 
centre is located.

There is also a landscap-
ing business, which does 
work for local munici-
palities as well as private 
customers.

The firm employs 
between 20 and 30 people, 
depending on the season.

Growing as many of 
their own trees as possible 
has always been important 
because they can guaran-
tee quality that way, insists 
Rob Albrecht, whose 
15-year-old daughter has 
also developed the family 
green thumb.

But there is a lot more 
variety now than five 
decades ago.

“Whereas dad would 
have planted hundreds of 
just a few trees, now we 
grow a lot more varieties 
but fewer of each of them,” 
he explained.

→ FROM 16

PRIME PLANTING: Seeing growth from its early days, 
nursery is very much a family affair at this point
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