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Wellesley firefighters battled an attic blaze at a farmhouse on Lichty Road, near Perth Line, on Monday
evening. The fire was believed to have been caused by a chimney pipe from a woodburning stove.
A family, including a baby, escaped, and no one was harmed. A total of 35 firefighters from three
stations—Wellesley, Linwood and St. Clements —responded. The house is expected to be demolished,
even though it was structurally sound, said Wellesley district fire chief Brendan Westmorland.
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Harrisre-electedin
Kitchener-Conestoga

Results prompt opponents to revisit vote-splitting strategy

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

WITH MIKE HARRIS
BEING COMFORTABLY
re-elected for a third term
in Kitchener-Conestoga,
the Conservative MPP and
other candidates have
suggested that his support
and their opposition to the
Wilmot land grab was not
the galvanizing issue that
challengers had hoped it
would be.

Liberal Joe Gowing, who
finished second with 12,031
votes, 4,915 fewer votes
than the Tory’s 16,946, said
too much focus may have
been given to the Region
of Waterloo’s controver-
sial plan to buy 770 acres

of prime farmland and
reportedly ready it for a
new Toyota factory.

He said he believes that
his NDP opponent, Jodi
Szimanski, paid the biggest
price for being painted
by voters as representing
a “single-issue party”
and focusing so much on
preventing the project.

In the end, she got 7,551
votes in the February 27
election, which meant her
party fell to third place in
theriding, having finished
second in two previous
trips to the polls.

Harris improved his
own vote by 1.5 per cent,
only slightly less than
the 2.14-per-cent swing
his party enjoyed across

RUNWATERLOZ Sy

MARCH 6, 2025

Ontario, with Premier Doug
Ford’s focus on protecting
workers from American
tariff pain resonating
enough with voters to
deliver him a third term in
office.

And, while province-wide
the NDP finished second
and remained the official
opposition at Queen’s Park,
despite a 5.19-percent-
age-point dip in support,
the party performed much
worse in Kitchener-Cones-
toga, where it suffered a
10.4-per-cent swing against
it.

“Itdidn’t help that the
NDP kept bringing their
leader, Marit Stiles, back

totheriding, and the land
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Woolwich wants rural strategy for speed limits as residents push back

Steve Kannon

Observer Staff

THERE’S NO ONE-SIZE-
FITS-ALL APPROACH
TO setting speed limits in
school zones, with rural
areas requiring a different
approach than what the
Region of Waterloo aims
for in urban spaces, Wool-
wich councillors argue.
Meeting this week, they
called on their regional

counterparts to come
up with a separate rural
strategy. They also called
for areview of current
speed limits and the use
of cameras on Lobsinger
Line and Northfield Drive.
That move was some-
what welcomed by resi-
dents calling for changes
on a stretch of Lobsinger
Line in front of King Alfred
Academy, where the speed
limit was recently dropped

to 40 km/h and an auto-
mated speed enforcement
camera was introduced.

Repeating a message
brought last week to
Wellesley council, a group
of residents said the
changes have made the
road less safe. They also
decried the lack of public
consultation and transpar-
ency, indicating the move
was a solution in search of
a problem.

“Let’s call this what it is
—it’sacash-grab,” said St.
Clements resident Randy
Spruyt, adding the region
has yet to provide any
actual data to back up its
safety claims.

Heidelberg resident
Cheryl Nyusa said drop-
ping the speed limit from
the longstanding 80 km/h
to 40 km/h in the school
zone has led to drivers
“aggressively passing” as

some others slow down
to the new posted speed,
leading to incidents of
road rage.

She recommended a
more moderate speed
reduction and the removal
of the camera, with
perhaps a concession
to having it operational
only during school hours.
The use of flashing lights
during those times - a
practice used elsewhere

- would be an improve-
ment.

The latter was an idea
reflected in Woolwich’s
plans to have the region
look into the matter, with
a council motion that
“supports investigating
the installation of flashing
lights in school zones that
operate during school
hours instead of active

speed cameras.”
->WOOLWICH 4
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Andrea Eymann

Observer Staff

GIVEN THIS FROSTY
WINTER, IT really came
as no surprise that sap was
in short supply at the first-
tap ceremony February 28
that unofficially launched
the season for the Water-
loo Wellington Chapter of
the Ontario Maple Syrup
Producers Association.

Kitchener’s Michelle
Stelter was grinning ear
to ear as she drilled into
the chosen tree at Synder
Acres in Breslau with a
cordless Milwaukee drill
rather than an old-fash-
ioned hand crank. Then,
using a bright green
hammer, she knocked in
the spile, with the help of
syrup guru Cody Snyder,
and then attached the
bucket that remained
empty in the minus-11-de-
gree weather.

She won the honour,
having thrown her hat into
the ring after becoming
interested in producing
some syrup for alarge
sugar maple in her yard.

“Ithought this was a
great thing to come to and
be introduced to the craft,”

she told The Observer of
what ultimately brought
her out to the event.

“Tjust love the idea of
being able to take maple
syrup from atree, and I
wanted to be involved in
the process.”

While last year’s mild
weather brought an early
start to the maple-syrup
season, this year has been a
more traditional winter.

The conditions have the
making of a good year, says
Kevin Snyder, president
of the Waterloo-Welling-
ton branch of the Ontario
Maple Syrup Producers
Association (OMSPA).

He noted that some
producers have already
tapped, and others are
waiting as the weather
warms up again.

“We need that favour-
able conditions of weather
to get our sap to flow,” he
explained.

“We like a plus-five
and minus-five weather
pattern,” he added of the
ideal daytime and over-
night temperature swings.

Typically, the season
lasts four to five weeks. As
he told those gathered at
last week’s event, his stan-

If it matters to you.

It matters to us.

News tips are always welcome.
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Online: observerxtra.com/tips
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Waterloo-Wellington chapter of the Ontario Maple Syrup Producer Associations got the season roll-

Region workers strike
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From the archives

A strike by members of CUPE Local 1656
has closed Waterloo Region'’s landfill sites.
Officials are advising travellers to give them-
selves an extra hour at the airport in Breslau,
the site of picketing workers. The region
says it's not expecting any flight delays at

this point.
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Fresh from a decision to repair the Glasgow
Street bridge at a cost of $335,000 Woolwich
is now looking for more than $6.8 million to
repair or replace bridges and culverts over
the nextdecade, according to a new study. Of
the 48 structures inspected, 9 were deemed

to be of high priority, 9 judged medium and
16 low; 14 were seen as requiring no action.

From the Mar. 6, 2010 edition of The Observer

Maple season Kkicks into gear with first tap

i o

ing with a ceremonial first-tap on Feb. 28 at Snyder Acres in Breslau. Top, MPP Mike Harris (fourth
from left) and MP Tim Louis (middle) surrounded by the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival committee,
with chair Matt Jessop on the right. Bottom left: Jessica and Andrew Sallans of Maple Tap Farmin

New Dundee were named the producer of the year. Bottom right: Michelle Stelter volunteered to
tap the first tree. AndreaEymann

dard answer when asked
how the season will be is to
ask him again in six weeks.

“All farmers are opti-
mistic; they plant seeds
in the fields every year,
with anticipation that
they always get a crop...
because farming is sort of
agamble,” he explained,
noting that the unknowns
of farming apply to maple
syrup.

“But we always get some-
thing out of these trees.”

Among those in
attendance was Kitch-
ener-Conestoga MP Tim
Louis, who noted the
importance of Canadian
agriculture and supporting
local producers given the
current trade situation
with the U.S.

MPP Mike Harris, who
was re-elected just the day
before, said he was happy
to be back at acommunity
event tied to the maple
syrup season.

“I know my family and
Ialways look forward to
the festival every year,”
Harris said, pointing to
the Elmira Maple Syrup
Festival that this year takes

place on April 5.
> FIRSTTAP S5

MP Tim Louis backs Mark Carney in race for new Liberal leader

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

KITCHENER-CONES-
TOGA MP TIM LOUIS
REVEALED he is
supporting Mark Carney
to be the next prime
minister in anticipation
of the Liberal leader-
ship election ending on
Sunday.

Louis said the ex-cen-
tral banker, who is the
odds-on poll favourite
and ahead of former
finance minister Chrystia

Freeland in the contest,
was the best person for
the job because of his
ideas and experience.

“It was a thoughtful
decision. We have a lot of
strong candidates, and I
had good conversations
with most of them,” he
told The Observer.

“And, at the end, I think
that Mark Carney’s got his
experience as the former
governor of both the Bank
of Canada and the Bank of
England, combined with
his ideas, and also the

fact that he’s worked with
Conservatives.”

Louis noted that
Carney’s appointment
as a central banker by
both Tory governments
in Canada and Britain
meant that he could be
a unity figure to rally
support during a trade
war with the United
States.

“Ithink he brings the
kind of experience that
would make him an ideal
candidate at this time,
when we’re going to need

someone to steer the
economy,” Louis said.

Registered Liberals
have until 3 p.m. on
March 9 to cast their vote,
with a new federal party
leader expected to be
announced later that day.

Also standing are busi-
nessman and former MP
Frank Baylis and Karina
Gould, who is he current
leader of the govern-
ment in the House of
Commons.

While Carney is ahead
in the polls, he is not

expected to be elected in
the first round.

The contest uses a
ranked ballot system,
where voters choose
which runner they like in
order of preference.

The bottom-placed
candidate is removed in
each round until, adding
up the second or possibly
third or fourth prefer-
ences, one individual has
more than 50 per cent
support.

Whoever wins and
becomes Liberal leader

also would become the
next prime minister of
Canada, replacing Justin
Trudeau who announced
in January his plan to
step down as leader.

Louis insisted that his
decision was not based
on opinion polls, which
indicate that Carney is
most likely to win the
leadership contest.

In addition, polls
suggest that Carney,
despite not being an MP,

which would be unusual
- LEADERSHIP 5
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Woodland robotics team gearing up for competit
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Andrea Eymann likes to build things.
Observer Staff “I like using my hands
and putting stuff together
THE WOODLAND and figuring out how
CHRISTIAN SECOND- things work — my family
ARY SCHOOL robotics does alot with cars,” he

team is busy building their
robot for their first compe-
tition later this month.

The 40 members of the
CyberCavs are busy with a
100-pound creation that is
42 inches tall.

The large number of
students is split into differ-
ent groups, from program-
ming and mechanical to
public relations, as they
work away in portable
classroom 155, where the
programmers like to hang
out, notes Grade 11 student
Zack Scherer.

Scherer and Grade 10
student Noah Dykstra
have been working on the
mechanics of the bot.

Dykstra said he joined
the group because his dad
is a software programmer,
but he likes engineering
in general and seeing how
things move.

For his part, Scherer

said of what prompted
him tojoin the CyberCavs.

As part of the mechani-
cal team, the two students
start with designing the
bot, deciding what they
want to specialize in,
and then prototyping to
see what works and what
doesn’t.

“We just go around,
using those constraints to
figure out what we want
to do, and how’s the best
way we’re going to do this,”
said Scherer, noting the
bot’s weight limit is 135
pounds.

This year, the droid
must put something into
arectangle shape close to
the ground to score points
at upcoming competi-
tions. The robot can also
put tubing onto four
different places to score
points.

The team has been

S

Woodland Christian Secondary Schools’ CyberCavs robotics team includes Grade 11 student Zack

Scherer, teacher Jen Bryson and Grade 10 student Noah Dykstra.

working on the robot since
the start of January. They
still have some adjust-
ments to make, as they
have had to consider how
they are going to get the
machine to grab items,

for instance. They’ll have
to find a way for the bot

to grab a pipe from the
outside, rather than, say,
lifting it from the inside.
One feature from last
year’s robot is also at
play this year: the ability
to climb, which Dykstra
notes is his favourite
feature of the bot.

Julian Gavaghan

A12-volt battery powers
the machine, but they
haven’t tested how long
the bot can run for this
year.

However, the previous
creation could run for
eight to 10 minutes.

“At the start of the

ion

season, when we’re build-
ing the robot after we have
everything machined out,
it’s a lot of work to make
sure all the pieces are right
and checking back with
the CAD [program] and
make sure this is where
this goes and putting

it together,” Scherer
explained, asthey use a
computer-aided design
(CAD) software, where
they can draw in three-di-
mensional space to ensure
everything will go together
before they build it.

He noted building the
machine is akin to assem-
bling a LEGO creation.

This season is more
challenging, Scherer
noted, requiring more
effort if the school is
to repeat its win at the
provincial championship.

The CyberCavs will have
their first competition at
the University of Water-
loo on March 21-22, with
another in Windsor-Es-
sex on March 28-29. The
provincial championship
is set for April 3-5.

WOOLWICH: Township looks for policy to recognize rural vs. urban roads; region expanding speed-camera scheme

- FROM1

The region, however,
has plans to continue
expanding its contro-
versial camera program,
eventually covering all 27
school zones in Wool-
wich, for instance.

Nyusa, however,
struck a chord when she
suggested that half of the
money taken in by the
speed cameras is being
siphoned off by a U.S.-
based contractor. Given
the current animosity

of the Trump adminis-
tration’s tariff assaults
and other bullying, that
didn’t sit well with coun-
cillors, who want clarifi-
cation from the region.
Also on the agenda is
looking at an approach
that would look at drop-
ping the speed limit to
60 km/h in rural school
zones rather than a blan-
ket 40 km/h that might
be suitable in the urban
areas, but not elsewhere.
For Spruyt, the uniform

arlidale.
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application of a policy,
especially with the use
of revenue-generating
cameras, casts suspicion
on the region’s motives.
“The region has ‘voted’
for a blanket solution
the region will econom-
ically benefit from, in a
material way, in perpetu-
ity, at the expense of its
residents. This is a clear
conflict of interest,” he
said, noting the upper-
tier government has
been short on details and

|
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Elmira firefighters, Lio

Julian Gavaghan
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ELMIRA FIREFIGHT-
ERS AND LIONS CLUB
members are set to jointly
host another St. Patrick’s
Day dance in the hope of
smashing last year’s fund-
raising record of $15,000.
The celebration of all
things Irish, with green
versions of Guinness and
other beers on offer, will
be held at the town’s Lions
Hall on March 15 at 8 p.m.

transparency, includ-
ing the impact of ticket
revenue.

“Zero accident data
was provided in these
reports for Lobsinger
Line in front of the King
Alfred Academy school,
yet changes are being
implemented without
evidence that a localized
safety issue exists,” he
said of the lack of facts
to support the region’s
plans, which he argued
should be reversed.

The event will also
feature the blues-rock
sound of Elmira native
Tyler Fry’s band, Mojo
Minefield, playing live.

“We’re also still going to
have a DJ playing dance
music as well, so it’s going
to be a bit of a mix, as it
was great last year getting
so many people dancing,”
said volunteer firefighter
Taylor Clemmer.

Elmira Meat Market is
donating cold cuts and
sandwiches will be avail-

Another resident, Gary
Bensler, said the region
has created a “troubling
situation” that appears
to be a “revenue-gen-
erating measure” more
than being about safety.
He added that a petition
has garnered widespread
support from the commu-
nity, indicating clear
opposition to the region’s
move.

The arguments found a
sympathetic ear in coun-
cil chambers Tuesday

e = =

able for hungry revellers
at the over-19 event.

“It’s $15 a ticket for
live music and food. It’s
a pretty good deal for 15
bucks,” Clemmer added.

The Elmira firefighters
and Lions are dividing the
proceeds equally between
them.

Each group will then
further split their shares
in two, with the firefight-
ers dividing their portion
of the funds between
Muscular Dystrophy

night, with Coun. Nathan
Cadeau agreeing with the
idea of “rural solutions
for rural roads.”

He, too, had ques-
tions about who gets the
money.

“Idon’t like blanket
polices,” added Coun.
Bonnie Bryant.

Mayor Sandy Shantz,
who also serves on
regional council, said she
would raise the issues
discussed this week with
regional staff.

Firefighter and Lions mem-
bers who are helping to orga-
nize the party: Josh Bauman,
Taylor Clemmer, Chaise Ire-
land, Geoff Kelly, Chief Bry-
an Cook, Deputy Chief Joe
Martin, Sandra James with
guide dog Mojo, Art Wood,
Deb Cserhalmi with Izzy,
and Mark Brubacher.

Julian Gavaghan

ns plan dance for St. Patrick’s Day

Canada and their antique
fire truck, which is often
used to give rides to the
town’s schoolchildren
and victorious sports
teams.

The Elmira Lions are
raising money for Lions
Foundation of Canada
Dog Guides and commu-
nity outreach.

Tickets can be
purchased from indi-
vidual club members,
firefighters and Elmira
Meat Market.



Thursday, March 6, 2025 | THE OBSERVER

Researchers find cancer-treatment
benefits from compound in avocados

Ethan Braund

LJIreporter

ANEWSTUDY BY THE
University of Guelph shows
that a molecule found in
avocados might protect
against diseases such as
leukemia.

Dr. Paul Spagnuolo, a
professor in the Depart-
ment of Food Science,
found compound known
asavocatin B contained in
avocados could have many
positive effects on slowing
diseases like leukemia and
obesity during a trial using
mice.

“If you are a patient who
has AML (acute myeloid
leukemia), you undergo
induction therapy and
typically would respond
well and go into what is
called remission,” said
Spagnuolo.

“But what ends up
happening is that the
majority of those patients
who are in remission and
are characterized as almost
cancer-free. For AML
patients, they typically
relapse within two years,
meaning that the disease
comes back.”

When they go back in for
treatment what happens
to most patients do not
respond as well to the

treatment and succumb to
the disease. So, the goal is
to delay the disease from
returning in the first place.
The standard way of doing
this was through consol-
idation therapy, which
isjust additional chemo-
therapy drugs to delay a
relapse.

During the trial,
researchers treated mice
with the standard induc-
tion treatment, but after
the disease was essentially
gone, researchers put to
use the diet-related ther-
apy instead of the tradi-
tional one.

Over several weeks, they
fed these mice avocatin B,
and examined its impact
on stem cells. Stem cells in
the bone marrow usually
create healthy blood cells,
but in diseased states like
leukemia and obesity, that
process is disturbed.

“We do alot of work in
this area of understand-
ing molecules that come
from food and how we
could apply them as either
preventative or treatments
or modalities for various
conditions,” said Spag-
nuolo.

The study looked at
whether there would be a
positive change in bone
marrow cells due to an

avocado-rich diet, which
has been a challenge for
other pharmacological
drugs or other interven-
tions, said Spagnuolo.

The research showed for
the first time that avocatin
B did indeed slow leukemia
relapse compared to the
control diet. It also showed
positive results during an
obesity trial where there
was a 58 percent recovery
of healthy stem cells in
the bone marrow. It also
improved weight loss and
restored sensitivity to
insulin, which was a very
positive sign, said Spag-
nuolo.

“We were astounded
to find that the interven-
tion improved what was
happening in the bone
marrow in both disease
states.”

Spagnuolo and his lab
have been working with
avocatin B for a decade
now, with the first research
paper published in 2015.
Originally, they worked
with the molecule like any
other drug, administer-
ing it intravenously, said
Spagnuolo.

“And that is the reason
why we were super excited
about this, because we put
itin the form of the diet,
and it’s the first time we’ve

seen this dietary interven-
tion with this bioactive
have this type of effect,
and it’s a dramatic effect in
terms of its ability to sort
of delay disease reoccur-
rence.”

One of the things that
people should be aware
of about this study is that
itis not a replacement for
traditional treatments.

“We’re not geared to try
to replace existing ther-
apy. We constantly get
contacted by the public on
how many avocados they
should eat, and the first
thing we say is to consult
with your oncologist and
your oncology team,” said
Spagnuolo.

He notes that more
research needs to be done
to see if it will work over
alonger timeframe and,
subsequently, if it applies
to humans as well.

“We move forward with
cautious optimism with
these types of things. We
don’t want to give people
false hopes in a lot of ways,
but maybe...itis a good
thing for people to know
that there are armies of
researchers like me and
my team out there look-
ing for the next thing that
might be able to help,” said
Spagnuolo.

LEADERSHIP: Polls have Carney as the most popular choice to take the helm

-> FROM 3

but not unprecedented if
he became prime minis-
ter, is considered the most
likely candidate to defeat
Conservative leader Pierre
Poilievre in a general
election.

The likelihood of
Carney’svictory in the
Liberal leadership race
has certainly spooked
the Tories, which had
looked like a shoo-in to
win a nationwide vote if
Trudeau ran again.

The Liberals, having
been 21 points behind at
the start of the year, have
seen their support climb
to the point that one poll
last week suggested the
party was actually ahead
of the Conservatives for
the first time since 2021.

“Two months ago,
the Liberals were on the
ropes, and many believed
they were politically
finished. Now they are
resurgent,” Semra Sevi,
an assistant professor of
political science at the
University of Toronto,
said in a release.

Experts point to several
factors for change in party
fortunes.

Losing Trudeau, the

focal point for public crit-
icism of the Liberals, has
been chief among them.
The Conservatives have
spent a lot of money on
ads that attack the lead-
ership race front runner
as “Carbon Tax Carney” —
but they don’t seem to be
sticking.
Darrell Bricker, CEO
of Ipsos Public Affairs,
the firm that published
the late-February poll
showing the Liberals with
their first lead in four
years, said that many
voters had sided with
the Tories more to oust
Trudeau than because
they supported the party’s
policies.
Carneyisseenasa
change candidate and the
fact that he does not yet
have a seat in the House
of Commons, although he
would be expected to run
in ariding at the next elec-
tion, due by October 20 at
the latest, may actually be
another positive for him.
Additionally, pollsters
say that Conservative
attempts to stick the
carbon-tax label on
Carney are having less
impact than they might
have had before.

That’s because, with
U.S. president Donald
Trump threatening
Canada, the focus is more-
than-ever on the here and
now and not the last ten
years.

Carney has been viewed
as strong and composed
in standing up to bullying
by Trump.

The frontrunner this
week looked to further
that patriotic appeal by
announcing that he was
in the process of renounc-
ing his British and Irish
citizenships.

He obtained the former
in the 1980s, through
three grandparents born
in Ireland, and the latter
in 2018, which he quali-
fied for after having been
a UK resident for more
than five years follow-
ing his appointment as
Governor of the Bank of
England in 2012.

However, despite his
attempt to prove himself
as more of a Canadian
citizen, by virtue of birth,
his experience in dealing
with the turmoil of Brexit
and trade negotiations,
following British voters’
decision to leave the
European Union in 2016,

is seen by many as an
unmatched experience
that could be useful after
Trump levied 25 per cent
tariffs on most goods this
week.

Beyond that, there
isthe air of a “new car
smell” about Carney, said
Bricker.

And, while Louis
insisted that he didn’t
look that closely at polls,
he admitted he had been
swept up in a sense of
enthusiasm about the
candidate.

“I think there is defi-
nitely some momentum,
though, regardless of the
numbers,” the MP said.

“I feel that there’sa
renewed sense of opti-
mism and excitement in
the Liberal Party right
now, and the leadership
race is a big part of that.

“Anytime a party
is going through that
renewal, there’s an excite-
ment and connection
that’s just different.”

Registered Liberals who
have not received their
voter ID by email can
request it by filling out
an online form at https://
secure.liberal.ca/get-my-
voterid.
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Cody Synder in the sugar shack at Synder Acres Farmin Breslau.

Andrea Eymann
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FIRST TAP: Warmer weather
will start the season in earnest

-> FROM 3

“It’s great to be able to
support local producers,
and we’re going to have a
little bit of a fight on our
hands over the next little
while with the U.S. govern-
ment and making sure that
we’re still able to export
our productstotheU.S. ata
fair rate,” he said.

The first-tap ceremony
also included announcing
the winner of the Elmira
Maple Syrup Festival’s
producer of the year,
chosen at a tasting event
last month. On hand were
EMSF committee chair
Matt Jessop and vice chair
Marc McInerney, who
named Maple Tap Farm
from New Dundee as the
victor for the second year
in a row.

With the formalities
dealt with, those in atten-
dance moved on to enjoy
a pancake breakfast that
included turkey sausages.

Afterwards, there was
time for a visit to the sugar
shack, with Cody Snyder
noting the operation was
expecting to take delivery
of anew tank that will hold
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Waterloo ON N2V 2C9
519-886-4470

jeff@jeffwatkin.com
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12,000 gallons, replacing
one that holds just 3,700
gallons.

The larger holding
tank will provide more
continuous flow to the new
reverse-osmosis machine,
which separates the sugars
from the water, that would
empty the smaller tank in
about two and half hours.

So, if they wanted to start
boiling in the morning,
they would have to get up
at4 a.m. tofillitand then
re-fill it a couple of hours
later. With the new tank,
they can now turniton at
the end of the day and find
the process finished the
next morning, said Snyder.

From that initial process,
the liquid heads off to the
boiler, where it finally
gets the maple taste from
the caramelization as it is
heated up to 700 degrees.
When it officially goes
from sap to syrup, it is
seven degrees over the
boiling point of water,
which then gets filtered,
ensuring a smooth and
clear texture, before it
finally gets bottled to be
ready for pancakes.

Insurance
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Every day of Canadian
Agriculture Safety Week
features atheme

Ethan Braund

LJlreporter

AS MARCH BEGINS
AND THE farming season
edges closer, farmers are
being urged to plan now
for keeping things safe.

Canadian Agriculture
Safety Week (CASW) is set
for March 10-16, under-
scoring the importance of
safe practices, said Robin
Anderson of the Canadian
Agricultural Safety Asso-
ciation (CASA).

“By celebrating farm
safety and people doing
what they can to keep
everybody healthy and
safe on the farm, it’s
just showing those folks
that we’re supportive of
them, that Canadians are
supportive of them as
they do their work,” said
Anderson.

CASA was formed in
1993 to respond to issues
of health and safety in
agriculture.

This year, Canadian
Agriculture Safety Week
will feature a different
theme for each day.

There’s Mental Health
(March 16), Emergency
Preparedness (March
18), Rail and Road Safety
(March 19), Grain Safety
(March 20), Women in
Agriculture (March 21)
and Health on the Farm
(March 22).

“Those are just slightly
a departure from what
we’ve done. This time,
we’ve decided to take a
real look and focus on
each topic daily. We have
amedia kit and resources
that focus on each of
those topics, as we will
also be doing an online
forum about emergency
preparedness and mental
health on March 18,” said
Anderson.

Safety is paramount in
all workplaces, but this is
especially true in agricul-
ture, he added.

“Agriculture is interest-
ingin industry, in that you
live where you work,you
play where you work, your

children grow up where
you work. It is a very
intimate workplace — you
have friends who come
over where you work and
work within the commu-
nity.

“People are the biggest
asset to any farming
operation, so keeping
people healthy, safe and
well will improve farm
receipts. It will ensure
farms are sustainable for
the future so they can pass
those farms on to the next
generation.”

The hazards of farming
are not lost on federal
Minister of Agriculture
and Agri-Food Lawrence
MacAulay, who related his
firsthand experiences to
The Observer.

“My wife Frances and
Iran aseed potato and
dairy operation for many
years back home on Prince
Edward Island. It was a
24-hour, 365-day-a-year
job, often involving heavy
machinery and other
hazards, posing physi-
cal dangers to not only
us, but our three young
daughters, too. Each year,
people living and work-
ing on farms - including
children - are tragically
injured, sometimes fatally
- making awareness
initiatives, like Canadian
Agricultural Safety Week,
so vitally important,” said
MacAulay.

Along with interact-
ing with social media
posts and taking part in
activities, wearing the
campaign ribbon is a great
way to support agriculture
safety, he said.

“There’s no question
that Canada’s farmers
and farm communities
are among our country’s
greatest assets, and we
will continue to support
farmers and Canada’s
entire agriculture and
agri-food sector on all
fronts to ensure a strong,
sustainable, and safe
future.”

For more information,
see Www.casa-acsa.ca.

ELECTION: Farmland loss may not have been as big an issue as expected

-> FROM1

grab was all she talked
about as well,” said Gowing.

“On top of her signs
themselves, it said, ‘Protect
the Farmland’ and that was
their number-one issue
going into the election.

“They put all their
money on it, but the
gamble didn’t pay off.”

Gowing personally
benefited from a positive
swing of 12 per cent to
the Liberals in the riding,
which is double what the
party gained Ontario-wide.

The proportion of Kitch-
ener-Conestoga voters who
backed the Liberals rose
from 17.5in 2022 t0 29.5 per
cent last week.

Gowing said a big reason
for that was because his
party campaigned on a
much wider platform than
his NDP opponent.

He said it became appar-
ent during the campaign
that voters in Woolwich
and Wellesley townships
were much less interested
in the fight for farmland
than those in Wilmot.

Yet, when the NDP
leader came to Elmira six
days before the election
and was asked by The
Observer whether the
issue was really one that
sufficiently connected
with the voters in a town
a 30-minute drive from
New Hamburg and other
settlements in Wilmot,
Stiles insisted it did and
that they could “flip the
seat from blue to orange”
because of it.

Following the result,
Szimanski conceded in
aseparate interview that
the land-grab issue may
have been a “hard thing
to understand” for some
voters, but that she had
also seen a lot of opposition
in every part of the riding.

She did not regret being
sovocal an opponent and
said she would continue
the battle after returning
to her job as a University of
Waterloo communications
officer, adding: “I am not
giving up on the fight for
farmland.”

Harris, who was
“unavailable for an inter-
view,” according to his
election assistant, Emily

V' Candidate ¥ Party ¥ Votes

Mike Harris Jr. Progressive Conservative | 16,946

Joe Gowing Liberal 12,031

Jodi Szimanski New Democratic 7,551

Brayden Wagenaar | Green 2,227

Jim Karahalios New Blue 1152

Patrick Doucette Ontario 890
McLaughlin, appeared to than the result would later
suggestin alater statement  show.
that voters were more She said this belief
focused on the economy appeared to have been
and, because of that, they backed up when Cooperate
chose not to punish his for Canada, an organiza-
backing of the region’s tion that urges centre-left
industrial plans and, parties to work together,
actually, may have been called for voters in the
supportive of the scheme. riding to back the NDP

The Observer had asked in order to have the best

his team whether theresult  chance of defeating Harris.
showed that there was The group based that

less opposition to the land
assembly than opponents
had previously suggested.

“The outcome shows us
that folks support what we
are doinglocally and trust
this government to lead us
through these uncertain
times,” Harris said in an
emailed statement.

“After knocking on over
15,000 doors and speak-
ing with voters through
the campaign, we know
that their top concerns
are protecting the econ-
omy, ensuring there are
good-payingjobs in our
region, and making life
more affordable.

During the campaign,
Harris, the son of former
Ontario Premier Mike
Harris Sr., who had
attended an election
night party at Kitchener’s
St. Louis Bar & Grill, had
repeatedly stressed that
he supported the land
assembly because lack of
economic opportunity had
forced him to move from
North Bay to Kitchener.

Harris said he didn’t
want any of the region’s
residents to have to make
the same choice.

Whether or not the land
grab was ever a big enough
issue to unseat him, there
was alot of confusion
among opponents over
who was the best alterna-
tive candidate to vote for.

Szimanski said that
during the campaign she
had believed her party was
closer to toppling the Tory

assessment on interviews
with Szimanski, Gowing
and Green Party candidate
Brayden Wagenaar, as well
asother data.

That prompted Wage-
naar to call on his support-
ers to support the NDP a
week before ballot boxes
opened.

Howevetr, opinion polls,
including a Mainstreet
Research one from Febru-
ary 19 that came within
two points of predicting
the result, had shown that
Gowing was comfortably in
second place.

So Gowing called for the
NDP and Green candidate
to back him instead.

It led to a bitter row that
culminated with Gowing’s
car being vandalized
following a public debate
on February 20, with graf-
fiti on his window spelling
out the previous election
results and telling the
Liberal to “stand aside.”

In 2018, when Gowing
ran for the first time, and
in 2022, when he didn’t,
the Liberals had finished
third and, in fact, the NDP
had come closer to the
Tory tally on both occa-
sions than the most recent
runner up.

Although Szimanzki said
she had believed local poll-
ing was not good enough,
Gowing said it was a huge
mistake for her party to
ignore the data.

“They were focused on
the last two elections and,
unfortunately, it’s hard to

drive forward when you’re
looking backward,” Gowing
told The Observer.

He was particularly
frustrated because the
combined votes of the
Liberals and NDP - both
centre-left parties opposed
to what the region calls the
“land assembly” - would
have beaten Harris if they
had gone to a single candi-
date instead of being split
among two.

Adding 2,227 ballots cast
for the Green Party’s Wage-
naar, who also opposed the
plan and shared similar
views on several other
issues, the total for the
three parties amounted to
21,809 votes, 4,863 more
than the Tory.

“Idon’t like to use this
term, but Itold you so,”
Gowing said of how he was
vindicated by his previous
pleas for backing.

Szimanski believes the
polls, however, did have
animpact on persuading
people to vote for the Liber-
als, who she also claims had
also benefited from being
more organized.

“Ithink it scared a lot
of people, and then they
thought they were strategi-
cally voting,” she said.

Both the New Democrat
and Liberal candidates
said they were saddened
that so many long-time
Tory voters had stuck with
Harris, despite claiming
to have heard repeated
complaints about not being
able to communicate with
the MPP.

“There were some
peopleItalked to on the
doorstep who said, Tdon’t
like Doug Ford, Idon’t
like Mike Harris Jr., but I
have no choice. I've always
voted Conservative,” said
Szimanski.

Gowing was even more
critical.

“There’s farmers that
are potentially losing their
farmland that still voted for
Mike,” he said.

“They just couldn’t bear
itin their bones, because
they are generations of
Conservatives and their
forefathers would be upset.

“Well, I'm sure their
forefathers would be more
upset if they lost the farm.”
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Police campaign urges Canadians to recognize, reject and report fraud

Joining other police
services during Fraud
Prevention Month, the

OPP Anti-Rackets Branch

and Serious Fraud Office
have launched a new
campaign, "The Masks
of Fraud.”

This year's campaign
reveals the deceptive
techniques used to
commit fraud in today'’s
digital age. It aims to
equip Canadians with
the information, tools
and strategies they need
to recognize, reject and
report fraud, the OPP
said in arelease.

In 2024, the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre

FEBRUARY 26

7:32 PM | Water-
loo Regional Police
responded to a two-vehi-
cle collision on Ament Line
in Wellesley. One person
sustained minor physical
injuries.

FEBRUARY 27

6:30 AM | Wellington
County OPP, alongside
local emergency services,
responded to a two-vehi-
cle collision on Welling-
ton Road 17, just outside
of Alma. Both drivers,
one of whom was ejected
from the vehicle, suffered
serious injuries and were
transported to a trauma
centre. The investigation
is ongoing by the West
Region OPP Traffic Colli-
sion Investigation (TCI)

S

Emergency services responde

(CAFC) received fraud
reports totalling $642
million in victim losses,
surpassing the previous
record of $578 million
in 2023. Cyber-enabled
fraud accounted for 75
per cent of reported
losses, reflecting the
increasing sophistica-
tion of online crime. Law
enforcement agencies,
including the OPP and
CAFC, are strengthening
partnerships with the
private sector to combat
these evolving threats
through prevention,
detection and enforce-
ment.

While many incidents

Team. Anyone who may
have witnessed the colli-
sion, or has information,
such as dashcam footage,
that could assist with this
ongoing investigation
is asked to contact the
Wellington OPP at 1-888-
310-122.

8:25 AM |Police
responded to a two-ve-
hicle collision on Line 86
in Wellesley Township.
There were no reports of
any physical injuries.

10:15 AM | Emergency
services responded to the
scene of single-vehicle
collision on Arthur Street,
south of the roundabout at
Sawmill Road. Police that
the driver of the vehicle
left the roadway, entered
the ditch, with the vehicle
subsequently rolling over
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Andrea Eymann

go unreported, the OPP
and CAFC continue to
encourage individuals
and businesses to report
fraud. Reporting helps
identify crime patterns,
support investigations
and prevent others from
falling victim.

According to the CAFC,

the five most common

frauds impacting Cana-

dians were:

¢ Investment fraud

represented $310
million in reported
losses in 2024.
Ontario victims
reported losing
more than $102.7
million.

on its roof. The driver, a
28-year-old Kitchener
man, was transported to
an out-of-region hospital
with serious injuries.The
investigation is ongoing,
and charges are antici-
pated. Anyone who may
have witnessed the colli-
sion or may have infor-
mation or video footage
is asked to call WRPS'
Traffic Services Unit at
519-570-9777, exten-
sion 8856.To provide
anonymous information,
please call Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477
or submit online at www.
waterloocrimestoppers.
com.

FEBRUARY 28

e Spear phishing
fraud (Business
Email Compro-
mise) represented
$67.2 million in
reported losses
in 2024. Ontario
victims reported
losing more than
$39.5 million.

« Romance fraud
represented $58.4
million in reported
losses in 2024.
Ontario victims
reported losing
more than $19
million.

e Job scamrepre-
sented $47.1
million in reported

at the scene as a result
of a three-vehicle colli-
sion on Wellington Road
51, near Ariss.The colli-
sion involved two pickup
trucks and a sedan. The
deceased was one of
the drivers. There were
no other injuries. The
cause of the collision is
still under investigation.
Anyone with information
or dash camera footage
is being asked to contact
the OPP at 1-888-310-
1122. Should you wish to
remain anonymous, you
can contact Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477
or submit a tip on-line at
www.csgw.tips.

MARCH 2

6:45 AM | A 28-year-
old Waterloo resident
was pronounced dead

d to a single-vehicle collision on Arthur Street, south of the round-
about near St. Jacobs, mid-morning on Feb. 27. A 28-year-old Kitchener man was transported toan
out-of-region hospital with serious injuries.

4:55 PM | Wwater-
loo Regional Police
responded to a two-vehi-

losses in 2024.

Ontario victims

reported losing

more than $14.8
million.

e Extortion fraud
represented $21
million in reported
losses in 2024.
Ontario victims
reported losing
more than $6.8
million.

“Fraud is constantly

evolving, and our

collective response must

evolve with it. By work-
ing with partners in law
enforcement, industry
and the community,
we are strengthen-

cle collision in the area of
Manser Road and William
Hastings Line in Welles-
ley. There were no reports
of any serious physical
injuries. One driver was
charged under the High-
way Traffic Act.

MARCH 3

7:40 PM | Police
responded a report of
a pedestrian struck by
a vehicle in the area of
Airport Road and Fountain
Street North.The pedes-
trian was part of a planned
protest in the area at the
time of the incident. The
driver of the vehicle
struck the pedestrian
as they were proceed-
ing past the protestors.
There were no reports
of any physical injuries.
The driver was stopped

ing fraud prevention,
supporting victims and
holding those responsi-
ble accountable. Fraud
Prevention Month is an
opportunity for everyone
to learn how to recognize
the signs of fraud and
take action to protect
themselves and others,”
said OPP Detective
Superintendent Mike
Bickerton in a release.

If you suspect fraud
or have been a victim,
report it to your local
police and the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre
at1-888-495-8501,
or online via the Fraud
Reporting System.

by police and arrested for
‘dangerous driving.’

MARCH 4

6:00 AM | Members
of Waterloo Regional
Police's Police Liaison
Team (PLT) were in atten-
dance at a labour dispute
at the Region of Water-
loo International Airport.
While the PLT was pres-
ent, adriver and picketers
engaged in a brief inter-
action in which one of the
picketers was struck by
a vehicle. The involved
vehicle then proceeded
past picketers at a high
rate of speed.The driver,
a 28-year-old male from
Dundas, was arrested
and charged with ‘stunt
driving.’ No injuries were
reported. The investiga-
tion remains ongoing.

OFA webinar series looks at hiring
students in the ag. sector

Ethan Braund

LJIreporter

A NEW SERIES OF
WEBINARS aims to help
prospective employers
through the process of
hiring students in the
agriculture sector.

The Ontario Federation
of Agriculture (OFA) is
conducting the webinars
targeting agriculture
employers, covering the
likes of human resources
and safety considerations
when hiring students.

“Hiring students and
youth on the farmisa
great opportunity for
farmerstotapintoa
labour source, but also
a great opportunity for
youth to get job experi-
ence,” said OFA policy
analyst Peter Sykanda.

The process comes with
different challenges than
hiring an older employee

who has experience on the
job and knows their rights.

Keeping all workers
safe, particularly youth
entering the agricultural
field, has always been
a high priority of the
OFA, Skyanda told The
Observer.

“That’s why we wanted
to prioritize this for our
Lunch-and-Learn series
of webinars, knowing that
youth and new workers
coming to the farm pres-
ent different challenges,”
said Skyanda.

“Safety is paramount.
Ensuring that workers of
any age are safe is a high
priority for us at the OFA,
particularly for young and
new workers in the agri-
culture sector.”

To that end, the
Canadian Agricultural
Human Resource Council
(CAHRC) is taking part
in the series, along with

the Canadian Agriculture
Safety Association (CASA).

Also covered is the HR
side of hiring students,
including legal require-
ments, contracts, role
definitions, onboarding,
and available wage subsi-
dies like Growing Oppor-
tunities. CASA also spoke
during the session about
the many safety consid-
erations when hiring
students.

This week’s webinar was
directed at employers,
helping them to better
understand their role
regarding an internal
responsibility system, said
Skyanda. But the next one
in the series will look to
help youth understand
their role.

“It’ll be on the other side
of that equation for new
young workers and their

parents who are looking to
-> OFA 23
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Ford wins early election,
now it’s all about Trump

oug Ford’s Progressive Conservatives came out

of last week’s election with a third majority

government, losing three seats from 2022 but

garnering 43 per cent of the vote, their highest
total after the 40.8 per cent last time around and 40.5 in
2018.

The Liberals made some gains, to 14 from eight seats to
regain party status, though they still remain in the wilder-
ness to which they were banished in 2018. Their gain was the
NDP’s loss, as the party won just 27 seats and 18.6 per cent
of the vote, down from 31 seats in 2022 and 40 in 2018, when
they took 40 per cent of the votes.

Ford’s early election call was cynical, banking on his
popularity over the response to a bullying Donald Trump and
coming ahead of any embarrassing revelations and investiga-
tions on the horizon.

The call for four years to match the term of Trump’s pres-
idency - at least in theory — was the singular message of the
campaign, such as it was. It seems to have worked, as, if noth-
ing else, Ford picked up a rare third majority.

With Trump having this week failed to waffle on plans for
tariffs, Ford now has to deliver.

Removing American products from the LCBO and ripping
up a $100-million contract for satellite internet with Starlink,
a company controlled by Elon Musk are a good start. Ford is
also musing about cutting off the electricity supply to the U.S.
and withholding nickel supplies, and is calling on Saskatche-
wan to do the same with the likes of potash and uranium.

“We need to make sure America feels the pain,” Ford said at
a press conference as the tariffs took effect Tuesday.

The sentiment is right, but there will be pain on both sides.
The impact to the Canadian economy will be widespread and
costly. Likewise, any government supports that emerge if
Trump’s follies continue will be an even larger burden down
the line at a time when deficits and debts should be tackled
instead.

Back on the job for just a matter of weeks, Trump has
wrought havoc to not only the economy and democratic
ideals of his own country, but to the world at large. He’s
shown contempt for the law, fundamental rights, the post-
war order largely orchestrated by the U.S. itself and even
basic human decency.

Clearly, he has no regard for rational governance, being
more inclined to appease and support Russian dictator Vladi-
mir Putin than America’s longstanding allies and partners.

Trump has always been a would-be authoritarian. From the
very start of his first term, he’s praised and courted dicta-
tors. It’s a list led by Putin, to whom Trump has repeatedly
kowtowed. Then there’s his love affair with North Korean
dictator Kim Jung Un. He made overtures to Turkish Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who’s been eroding Turkey’s
democracy as he sets the stage for a dictatorship.

After losing to Joe Biden, Trump continued to court dicta-
tors, praising the likes of Hungarian prime minister Viktor
Orbdn and Argentinian president Javier Milei, the former’s
authoritarian playbook very much a part of Trump’s current
game plan and the latter the inspiration for DOGE and Musk’s
propensity for wielding a chainsaw.

Trump was certainly channelling Russian propaganda in
his now notorious meeting last week with Ukraine’s Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, a stark reminder of Trump’s transactional
mindset and his bullying nature.

Historical friendships and allegiances mean nothing to an
administration intent on breaking things and profiting from
the chaos that ensues, from crypto scams to the extortion the
entire world sees on display.

It’s in that environment that politicians on this side of the
border have to function, trying to find footing on ground
every bit as unstable as the man who occupies the Oval
Office.

When local news

.. it matters where you get
your local hews.

Connect: observerxtra.com/staff
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The Monitor

Canada.

"He attacks his closest friends and neigh-
bours who stood shoulder-to-shoul-
der with them in wars and other
crises. And who does he cozy up to?
Putin. You've got to be kidding me."

Ontario Premier Doug Ford says Donald Trump is cozy-
ing up to Russia, while punishing longtime allies such as

A 25% U.S. tariff on Canadian imports,
coupled with equivalent retaliatory
duties imposed by Ottawa on Ameri-
can goods, could increase the price of
new vehicles in Canada by an average
of $5,000 to $6,000. In the U.S., prices
there are likely to climb by an average of

US$2,600 (around $3,760) per vehicle.

J.D. Power
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The late, great alliance that was NATO

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO)
retired to its sickbed as soon

as Donald Trump won the
presidential election last
November. It finally died last
week in the White House, when
Trump and Vice-President

JD Vance launched a vicious
attack on Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky before the
massed cameras of the Ameri-
can media.

Vance, who began the
assault, never conceals his
contempt for Ukraine. As he
said in 2022, “I don’t really
care what happens to Ukraine
one way or the other.” But the
attack seemed scripted and
Trump joined in right away;
there are grounds to suspect
that it was a pre-planned
ambush.

At any rate the confrontation
ended with Zelensky and his
team being told to leave the
White House, and the sound
of doors being metaphorically
slammed shut resounded all
across Europe. In fact, the
doors had already been closing
quietly for some time, as vari-
ous Western leaders concluded
that the United States is no
longer really an ally.

As Germany’s freshly elected
Chancellor, Friedrich Merz, put
it, one of his chief goals is to
“strengthen Europe as quickly
as possible, so that we achieve

GWYNNE
DYER

Global Outlook
on World Affairs

independence from the U.S..”
He has realized that Trump

is probably closer to Russian
dictator Vladimir Putin than
he is to the leader of any NATO
country in Europe. Or to
Canada either, for that matter.

Most of those leaders were in
London on Sunday to welcome
Zelensky back from his ordeal
in Washington, and even King
Charles III came out to greet
The Man Who Stood Up To
Trump. It was an unscheduled
summit with no Americans
present, and the real topic
was whether Europe could be
defended from Russia without
American support.

Of course it can, atleastin
principle. The population of
the European NATO coun-
tries (not counting the United
States, Canada or Turkey) is
480 million; Russia has only
144 million people. NATO
Europe’s GDP is $21 trillion,
compared to only $2 trillion for

Russia. That should be enough.

NATO military forces in
Europe outnumber Russian
forces about two-to-one. The
three million NATO troops in
Europe serve in 29 different
armies, so they may be less
effective per person than 1.5

million Russian troops concen-
trated in a single army, but

on the other hand most of the
Russians are fully employed in
trying to conquer Ukraine.

However, NATO Europe has
many gaps in its capabilities
due to the fact that there was
a division of labour within the
alliance. Some of the techni-
cally more demanding tasks,
like manned and unmanned
intelligence, surveillance
and reconnaissance aircraft,
were largely outsourced to the
United States long ago.

There are plenty of European
fighter jets, for example, but far
fewer of the tankers that would
extend their range. Similarly,
NATO Europe depends heavily
on the United States for radar
detection and jamming aircraft
and for navigation and surveil-
lance satellites. However, these
gaps can be filled in a few years
if the European countries are
willing to spend the money.

What will be harder for post-
NATO European countries to
replace is the American nuclear
deterrent. France and the
United Kingdom have a couple
of hundred nuclear warheads
each, but they are under exclu-
sive national control.

If the European NATO
countries have really decided
to build a new alliance that

doesn’t rely on the whims of
->DYER 28
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The CBC is broken, but does it deserve to be defunded?

The CBC/Radio-Can-
ada has become a
political football this
election cycle, with
Conservative Leader
Pierre Poilievre promising
to “defund” it if he gains
power in the upcoming
federal election.

Once again, the leader
of the Opposition finds
that playing to his MAGA-
lite freedom fighters
puts him offside with
the moderate Canadians
whose support he needs.
For all his claims of listen-
ing to ordinary Canadians,
he seems tone-deaf about
Canada’s national broad-
caster.

Many of us get exasper-
ated with the CBC’s Toron-
to-centric perspective,
perceived liberal bias, and
at times preachy tone. But
we don’t see its destruc-
tion as a solution—we just
want it to be better.

Polling shows strong
support for the CBC in
some form. A survey of
2,055 adults conducted
for McGill University’s
Centre for Media, Tech-
nology and Democracy
found that 78 per cent
of Canadians want
CBC/Radio-Canadato
continue—ifit addresses
major criticisms. The top
four, ranked in order, are:

B unreliable funding
B advertising
B Dbiased report-
ing, and
B telling people
what to think.

Supporters seeitasa
vital tool in shaping Cana-
dian cultural identity,
made more urgent by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
threats to annex our coun-
try. When asked whether
a public broadcaster like
CBC/Radio-Canada is still
essential in the digital age,
eight in 10 respondents to
the McGill survey said it
was either equally or more
important than before.

Critics, however,
argue thatitservesasa
propaganda tool for elite
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Liberal interests. Poilievre
—-whose party is leading
in the polls - receives
wild cheers from partisan
audiences when he vows
to defund the CBC.

But as deep as the divide
is, there’s one uncomfort-
able truth most people
agree on - the CBC needs
to address deep-rooted
dysfunction that under-
mines its ability to fulfill
its mandate.

The CBCis atroubled
puppy. And nothing short
of sustained soul-search-
ing will restore its health.

Why do conservative
Canadians feel such
acrimony toward the
CBC? Mostly because
they don’t feel they get a
fair shake. Reporters are
sworn to objectivity, but
sometimes it seems like
they’re just going through
the motions, paying lip

service to perspectives
from the right. After all,
the Poilievre set is not
their tribe. (And here I
thought the only tribe
reporters belonged to was
the Truth Tribe.)

The CBC is also captive
to political correctness.
This is why it demoted
senior reporter Wendy
Mesley for repeating in
a private meeting at The
Corp the provocative
title of a book by Pierre
Vallieres, a leader of
the Front de libération
du Québec. (Offensive
because the title included
the N-word.)

It also failed to replace
some of its charming
curmudgeons, includ-
ing the late Rex Murphy,
whose right-of-centre
views clashed with the
network’s leadership.

The news department,
which helps fill the void
left by collapsing newspa-
pers and local commercial
TV and radio, does things

that leave me baffled.
The National, its flag-
ship nightly newscast, is
branded as a “show” — as
ifit’s there to entertain
rather than inform. The
night of the crash at
Ronald Reagan National
Airport in Washington,
D.C., it devoted almost the
entire hour to having Paul
Hunter speculate from
across the Potomac River
on the fate of the passen-
gers (who were obviously
dead). One can only
assume the outpouring of
grief was amplified by the
fact that CBC reporters
use the airport regularly.

Meanwhile, CBC’s local
television newscasts
remain puzzling, typically
drawing the lowest ratings
in competitive Canadian
markets. In Calgary, for
example, the CBC’s daily
television broadcast
reaches just 20,000 people
on average.

But there are positives,
too, notably in the growth

ofits digital audience.
And its entertainment
division has produced
some winning programs.
Nothing compares to
Jonny Harris’s Still
Standing. North of North,
the comedy set in Iqaluit,
is groundbreaking, and
Allan Hawco’s Saint-Pierre
is a police procedural with
an authentic Canadian
twist.

So, the CBC’s record
as a bastion of Canadian
culture is mixed. There’s
little evidence it deserves
amassive funding boost.
But there’s also no strong
argument for doing away
with it.

CBC/Radio-Canada
was budgeted to receive
$1.38 billion in 2024-25
but claims it is chronically
underfunded. In Decem-
ber, it announced 600 job
cuts. (Politicians rightly
question why, if funding
is so tight, it paid out
$18.4 million in bonuses
in 2023-24.) Meanwhile,
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Thanks to Trump's tariffs, people here have a much better reason to shut down any flights to the U.S.

the incumbent Liberal
government is consider-
ing a proposal from Cana-
dian Heritage Minister
Pascale St-Onge to double
The Corp’s funding - if
the party manages to hold
onto power in the next
federal election, expected
in late spring. Given the
Liberals’ precarious grip
on power, that’s along
shot.

Before increasing CBC
funding, any government
must explore how the
broadcaster can improve.
Can it appeal to all
Canadians, regardless of
political stripe? Who are
the faceless bureaucrats in
Toronto making the calls?
Based on what I see, some
of them need to go.

Let’s put the cards on
the table. The U.S. media
juggernaut is so powerful
that no Canadian media
company stands a chance
without some government
support. The collapse of
private news media proves
the point. Don’t believe
those who claim they’d
do better if only the CBC
were gone - advertisers
just aren’t interested
in supper-hour news
anymore.

Success shouldn’t mean
getting a job in Holly-
wood. It should mean
creating a space where
great stars can thrive at
home. Quebec has done
it — thanks to the French
language as a cultural
barrier. The rest of Canada
could do it, too.

But not with the CBC as
itis. If it wants to regain
relevance, it must under-
stand what ordinary
people are all about. Only
then might it deserve
the cash it so desperately
seeks.

¥ Doug Firby is an award-
winning editorial writer with
more than four decades

of experience working for
newspapers, magazines and
online publications in Ontario
and western Canada. Previously,
he served as editorial page
editor at the Calgary Herald.
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Poor-fitting PPE
adds more safety
hazards for women

Erin Kelly

Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

IT’S BEEN CALLED THE
“PINK it and shrink it”
approach, and the result
isill-fitting and uncom-
fortable personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) for
women.

In spite of calls for
change over the last
several decades, women
continue to get the short
end of the stick often when
it comes to PPE, which can
compromise their safety.

The research study
Expanding Opportunities
for Canadian Agricul-
ture by Understanding
the Experience of Farm
Women, conducted
by Farm Management
Canada, which the Cana-
dian Agricultural Safety
Association contributed
to, found that safety
equipment is acommon
challenge for women in
agriculture, with 68 per
cent of farm women strug-
gling to find PPE that fits
them. Thirty-nine per cent
of farm women say safety
apparel for women is more
expensive than men’s.

Of course, women in
agriculture are far from
alone when it comes to
challenges with PPE. The

findings echo sentiments
that women in various
industries have voiced for
decades.

According to the CSA
Group report Canadian
Women’s Experiences with
Personal Protective Equip-
ment in the Workplace,
despite evidence that
poorly designed and ill-fit-
ting PPE can potentially
lead to serious workplace
injuries or even death,
“women continue to be
differentially impacted by
workplace hazards.”

“The evidence paints a
very clear picture of the
issue and that we really
need to do something
about it,” says Jennifer
Teague, CSA Group vice
president for standards
research and education.

“We need to be asking
‘Why has this gone on for
so long and why does it
have to be so hard?””

The CSA Group report
found that 50 per cent
of women say their PPE
does not fit properly, 43
per cent say it isuncom-
fortable, and 35 per cent
say the availability of
women-specific PPE is
inadequate. Many women
confirmed sustaining

injuries as a result of their
>PPEMN

agricultural industry.
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The intention of the toolkits is to bridge the mental health gap in emergency preparedness for catastrophic events across the

L

ToolkKits help bridge mental health
gap in ag emergency preparedness

ErinKelly

Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

WHETHERIT’S
DISEASE, FIRE, OR
extreme weather, a
sudden catastrophic
event can have a devas-
tating toll on farming
operations.

And while efforts to
rebuild and repair farms
tend to take centre stage
following a crisis, the
mental health aspects of

these events are often put
on the backburner.

However, the Canadian
Centre for Agricultural
Wellbeing (CCAW) hopes
to change that mindset
with its Catastrophic
Events Toolkits.

“The agricultural
industry does a really
good job of showing up
and making sure we're
doing what needs to be
done to make sure a farm
can be saved or rebuilt

or otherwise intervening
in another way that is
appropriate,” explains Dr.
Briana Hagen, CEO and
lead scientist at CCAW.

“What we don’tdo a
great job of is making
sure there are mental
health supports in
place or intervention or
preventative services that
can beincluded in that
response.”

The toolkits contain
insights and resources for

those supporting farmers
and farm families during
an agricultural crisis, and
were developed from a
research study asking
farmers what they need in
acrisis.

The intention of the
toolkits, says Hagen,
is to bridge the mental
health gap in emergency
preparedness for cata-
strophic events across the

agricultural industry.
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S afety While Shafing the 1o ad _ PPE: Simply shrinking items isn’t effective, says expert
N > FROM10 report notes, Canada simulating tasks while
lt goes both Ways PPE, and when asked to collects a limited amount trying on PPE to deter-
what extent their PPE of anthropometric data mine the fit, and asking
hampered them at work, (information on body sizes other women in the same
WHETHER TRAVELLING fall harvest seasons ble, use side roads 85 per cent of respondents  and shapes), which creates  field where they purchase
BY CAR, MOTORCYCLE, are when more rather than high- reported being signifi- an information gap for their PPE can all go along
or tractor, we all have a agricultural equip- ways due to the size cantly hampered. designers and manufac- way to help.
responsibility when it ment is travelling on and slower speeds To make do, many turers of PPE for women. Butit’s also important
comes to road safety. public roads, espe- of farm machinery. women make DIY adjust- “Many manufacturers not to overlook the value
However, too often, cially in rural areas. Take thetimetoplan | mentsto their PPE, even are essentially shrinking of women advocating for
there are reports of traffic B Alwayskeepa your route before using duct tape toshorten  PPE to fit women, but more PPE specifically
incidents involving motor distance behind farm hitting the road. fall-arrest gear, whichcan = women have very differ- designed to fit them.
vehicles and farm equip- machinery, which Ensure your equip- lead to other safety risks. ent bodies compared to “We all have a role to
ment. Sadly, these many provides a better view ment it outfitted with “Women are often men; we have breasts, our play with this, and that
of these incidents have to determine when reflective materials trying to fix one problem shoulders are generally includes government and
serious consequences for it’s safe to pass and and a slow-mov- with PPE but potentially narrower, and our hipsare =~ manufacturers. Women
both drivers and equip- helps the equipment ing vehicle (SMV) causing another,” explains  generally wider,” Teague workers can also advo-
ment operators. According operator see you. sign that isin good Teague. “One of the says. cate for PPE that fits and
to Canadian Agricultural B Although it may be condition and visible. | important things to note “Women want to be demonstrate why and how
Injury Reporting data, frustrating when Before going out isthatif you're altering taken seriously and so it doesn’t fit. Of course,
traffic collisions accounted behind a slow-mov- on any road, check certain PPE, like a harness, shrinking PPE, making they need a safe place to
for approximately 5% of all ing vehicle, it’s that all lights, then you are voiding the it pink and saying it’s for do this, so having employ-
agriculture-related fatali- important to only beacons, and turn certification of that equip- ~ women is not the answer. ers that recognize the
ties from 2011 to 2020. passwhen it’s signals are clean and ment. So, by altering that When you want to be importance of this issue
Here are some tips to safe to do so. working properly. PPE, you are compromis- taken seriously and there and support the worker is
help ensure everyone’s B Beaware thatsome Double-checkthatall | ingthe integrity of it.” are already things that also important,” Teague
safety while on the road: farm equipment loads are secure and While Teague saysthere  make it difficult, thenthat  explains.
Motorists is very wide and that your equipment are multiple reasons for overlarge pink PPE is just “PPE is the last line of
B Tractors and other may take up more won’t leave debris the ongoing problem, one one other hurdle. If the defence when it comes to
farm equipment than one lane. on the road or send key contributing factor is PPE doesn’tfitright,itcan  workplace protection so
travel significantly B Tractorsand other any projectiles many PPE manufacturers affect their abilitytodo a it’s important that it fits
slower than typical farm vehicles often toward motorists. taking PPE for men and task. It can be demoraliz- well. Because if that fails,
traffic, meaning a make wide left Understand the simply making it smaller, ing for women.” there’s nothing else to
motor vehicle driving turns. If you see a width and height sometimes making it The lack of readily protect you.”
at the speed limit can tractor veer to the of your equipment pink, and labelling it as available, proper fitting
close the distance right, there is a good and adjust mirrors PPE for women. Hence, PPE for women will not be 4 The Canadian Agricultural
on farm machinery chance it is about accordingly. This “pink it and shrink it.” resolved overnight. So how ﬁi;eg’r;snsgf;a‘r"‘l’zna'ns; national,
much faster than to turn left - this will help ensure safe However, since women can women find suitable dedicated to improving the
anticipated. Always is NOT asignal for travel and clear- are not merely scaled- PPE that’s comfortable heath and safety ;’;rfli'u“ﬂflrrzl
reduce your speed motorists to pass! ance from potential down versions of men, this ~ without being altered? workers. CASA is funded in part
when approaching obstacles like road causes problems with fit Ensuring PPE is tried on Sxdtgf tﬁ:";&ggﬁ]’:b?; gz:zg?an
any farm equipment. Farm Equipment signs, overhead and comfort. with other safety equip- Agricultural Partnership, a
® Keepinmind that Operators wires, and bridges. Not helping matters is ment and apparel to make federal, provincial and territorial
A . . . initiative. For more information,
spring planting and B Whenever possi- > ROADS 12 that, as the CSA Group sure they fit together, visit www.casa-acsa.ca.
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Safety isn't just a priority around here - it's a lifestyle

ROADS: Everyone has arole to play in
making sure people get home safely

> FROM M

B  When transporting
oversized loads or
operating on high-
speed roadways, it’s
best practice to use a
pilot vehicle when-
ever possible. (NOTE:
Some provinces have
specific require-
ments regarding
pilot vehicles, while
others donot. Be
sure to check your
provincial highway
traffic legislation
to confirm require-
ments in your area.)

Remember: We all share
the same public roads,
which means we all have a
role to play in making sure
everyone gets home safely.

For more farm health
and safety tips, please visit
agsafetyweek.ca.

¥ The Canadian Agricultural
Safety Association is a national,
non-profit organization dedicated
to improving the health and
safety of farmers, their families
and agricultural workers.

CASA is funded in part by the
Government of Canada under the
Sustainable Canadian Agricultural
Partnership, a federal, provincial
and territorial initiative. For more
information, visit www.casa-
acsa.ca.
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TOOLKITS: Industry needs to be proactive to ensure farmers get support

-> FROM 10

“We know that farmers
are experiencing poor
mental health outcomes
compared to the general
population in Canada.
We know that agriculture
hasunique stressors and
some of those stressors
are around these cata-
strophic events, including
extreme weather events
that are happening more
frequently, that can
really ratchet up stress
onafarmand for a farm
family,” Hagen explains,
adding that CCAW also
recently launched the
National Farmer Well-
ness Network crisis line
to provide farmers with
access to farm-tailored
mental health support.

“There is always going
to be something causing
stress and challenges,
so making sure we have
these types of supports in
place for farmers to seek
appropriate care is key.”

In addition to a core
component that outlines
how to support farmers
during an agricultural
crisis, a unique aspect of
the toolkits is informa-
tion for crisis liaisons to
know more about specific
farming events. The
toolkits, which are geared
towards groups creating
emergency prepared-
ness programs or plans,

currently highlight
avian influenza, African
swine fever, and porcine
epidemic diarrhea. The
toolkits are described as
living templates that will
evolve to include other
agricultural threats and
crises.

“The beauty of crisis
liaison toolkit is that
agroup, whether it’s a
commodity group or a
community group, can
identify who the best-
suited person for that
role might be in that area
or in that crisis, and this
type of training could be
utilized to make sure that
person is ready,” explains
Hagen. “Who a crisis
liaison is depends on who
might be the right person
in that moment. I think
that’s one of the really
great things about this
approach because it can
evolve based on who is
available and what farm-
ers need in that moment.”

The background infor-
mation for crisis liaisons
and other individuals
or groups could make a
tremendous difference
in supporting farmers’
mental health during a
crisis. As Hagen explains,
for farmers to get on
board with receiving
support, they want the
people helping them to
understand the unique

2 “Remember to keep
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traits of agriculture.

“That is something
that came through in
our previous research
time and time again; that
having someone who has
a baseline knowledge of
agriculture is key in order
to have farm credibility
and for a farmer to trust
them in those moments
of need. Without that
knowledge, it’s harder for
them to be able to serve
farmers.”

Hagen points out that
the crux of ensuring
farmers get the support
they need when they need
it comes down to being
proactive as an industry,
which is why aware-
ness about emergency
preparedness, including
mental health, is crucial.

“Ido think that there is
astrong urgency for emer-
gency preparedness in a
lot of commodity groups
right now. For example,
with African swine fever,
we know that there is alot
of preparation for what
could happen if it hits.
That is where a toolKkit
like this could be incor-
porated into an existing
emergency preparedness
plan and really be help-
ful,” Hagen says.

“That’s why we’re work-
ing with groups to make
sure the toolkits can
be moulded to fit their

commodity or commu-
nity, which is what s
really unique and really
important about these
kits.”

After years of research
on farmers’ mental
well-being, Hagen says
the overwhelmingly
positive response to the
toolkits is undoubtedly
atestament to the work
that has been done to
build awareness around
mental health and its
importance in the agri-
cultural industry. And
that’s atrend that Hagen
hopes continues.

“WhatIreally hope
happens with these tool-
kits is that mental health
doesn’tjust become an
interventional thought
for groups and for farm-
ers. I really hope that by
implementing plans and a
crisis liaison, that we can
have boots on the ground
early. So that we aren’t
responding to a mental
health crisis - we’re
preventing one.”

¥ The Canadian Agricultural
Safety Association is a national,
non-profit organization
dedicated to improving the
health and safety of farmers,
their families and agricultural
workers. CASA is funded in part
by the Government of Canada
under the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership, a
federal, provincial and territorial
initiative. For more information,
visit www.casa-acsa.ca.
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Kings take two of
three, prepare for
last weekend of
theregular season

Steve Kannon

Observer Staff

TWO OUTTA THREE
AIN’T BAD, though not
the ideal outcome for the
Elmira Sugar Kings as
they get set for the GOJHL
playoffs.

Wins over Sarnia and
KW, the team directly
behind them, were
followed by a loss to
LaSalle, the team one spot
ahead. The Kings remain
in seventh spot with 54
points, just two points
ahead of the Siskins with
two games left in the regu-
lar season.

Elmira now can’t catch
the sixth-place LaSalle
Vipers, who have clinched
a playoff spot with 59
points.

There’s very much a
playoff feel to the games
at this point in the season,
said head coach Dane
Horvat.

“That was the mindset.
The message was ‘This is

Like many fellows of my
vintage, I consumed
asteady diet of adven-
ture movies about people
trekking through jungles
when I was younger. In
almost every one of them,
someone got swallowed
by quicksand. Apparently,
this is a routine occur-
rence in tropical climes,
right up there with the
tiger encounters, blow-
gun-wielding natives,
blood-thirsty leeches and

like the start of the play-
offs for us, gentlemen,
and you’ve got to step up
her, bring your A game
and play selfless hockey,”
he said. “They’ve got to
find ways to help contrib-
ute to the team’s success,
and whether that’s block-
ing a big shot or having
areally good backcheck
to prevent the goal or
finishing your check, it all
matters, and every little
detail. This is what we’ve
been working for towards
all year long, so it was fun
to see alot of that come
together, and the boys
come together.

“Probably the peak of
the weekend was Satur-
day’s game. It was an
eventful game - took a
lot out of us, emotion-
ally, physically, and so it
was unfortunate that we
kind of ran out of gas on
Sunday, but the effort was
there,” the coach said of

the busy stretch.
-> KINGS 15
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Titans extend streak to 3
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GOJHL scoring race

March got off to a good start for the KW
Titans, as they extended their winning
streak to three games with a 119-109 win
Saturday in London and a 113-99 victory
over the Windsor Express Sunday on
home court. The team is back in action
Mar. 12 when they welcome the Sudbury
Five to The Aud. Game time is 7 p.m.

www.kwtitans.com

With the Greater Ontario Junior Hockey
League's regular season winding down,
a pair of Sugar Kings find themselves on
familiar ground atop the scoring race. Eimi-
ra's Joey Martin has 81 points (33 goals, 48
assists) in 46 games. Luke Della Croce sits in
second with 74 points (38-36) in 47 games.
The regular season wraps up this weekend.

Julie Schmidt, Jordan Schmidt, Lloyd Schmidt, Keenan Schmidt and Carly Longshaw at the starting line of the Cone5togo 5k and 1k

races set for Saturday morning at 10 a.m.

Andrea Eymann

Conestogo the scene of 5K
and 1K runs on Saturday

Andrea Eymann

Observer Staff

STILL TOO EARLY FOR
GOLFERS, it’ll be runners
out on Golf Course Road
in Conestogo this week-
end for the fourth annual
Cone5togo Sk and 1k
races.

Golf Course and
Hunsberger roads will

provide the route for some

175 participants expected
out on Saturday morning.
“Trying to find a road

that you can run on can be

very difficult, but in that
area, we got approval for
it,” explained organizer

Lloyd Schmidt of the
choice of locations.

Such quiet roads make
them a prime location for
scheduling a run for the
participants ranging in
age from 2 to 82.

Schmidt, his wife Julie
and their children, who
organize the RunWaterloo

Struggling just makes it worse

piranhas.

Quicksand is one of
those things that every
tropical area possesses,
so putting a quicksand
scene in movies like these
was educational tool for
budding outdoorsman like
me.

Any young outdoorsman
or woman observing these
quicksand scenes would
quickly surmise that if
you stepped in quicksand,
itwas besttobein the

STEVE
GALEA
Not-So-Great
Outdoorsman

company of a friend or an
intelligent, empathetic
chimpanzee. Moreover,
someone in the party
needs to carry arope, belt,
sash on her impracticable
safari dress, or have access
to along sturdy stick.

And it helps to wear a hat
that would float on top

and avoid villains who go
“Muabh,...ha...haa!” as they
watch you sink.

Moreover, it’s best to
have a person in the party
pass along the advice,
“Don’t struggle, it only
makes it worse!”

All this prepared me
for tropical quicksand
encounters. But what it
didn’t do was prepare me
for my own experience
when walking my dog this
morning.

Rosie was walking
off-lead and decided to
climb a high snowbank to
answer nature’s call. 'm
not sure if she did this for
the view or to assert domi-
nance on those of us below.

It didn’t really matter.
What did matter is that I
had to climb that moun-
tain of snow with poop bag
in hand to clean up after
her. (OK, it wasn’t for the
view.)

Imade my way up there

competitions, started the
event four years ago in
the village where they’ve
lived for 23 years and
raised six kids.

He notes that the
Conestogo run has gradu-
ally grown since the first

one.
-> CONESTOGO 14

and was about to bend
down to package the waste
when I found myself
sinking in our equivalent
of quicksand - what I call
quicksnow.

My immediate reaction
was to look in the trees on
the off chance that an intel-
ligent, empathetic, chimp
had escaped from a local
Z00. But, it was not to be.

By the time this sunkin,

Iwas knee-deep.
-> GALEA14
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CONESTOGO: A family on the run close to home

-> FROM 13

“It’s been slow. This race
hasbeen getting traction
because we started post-
Covid, and I think people
are pretty hesitant about
coming back to running
groups, So every yeat, this
event has been increasing
in numbers.”

For Schmidt, 63, orga-
nizing the competitions is
all part of the fun, even if
he means hours of setup
on race day.

“It’s just putting on an
event for runners to enjoy,”
he said of the allure of
planning and implement-
ing the runs.

RunWaterloo organizes
around 15 to 20 gatherings
ayear, with winter events
being a little trickier. Given
the cold, heated tents are
required to keep partici-
pants warm. Then there’s
the snow and ice, with
Schmidt having to ensure
conditions are safe.

They may not get as
many athletes competing
in their winter races, but
the ones they do need to
wear light layers because
they will warm up as they
gallop along, said Schmidt,

who started running
when he was a high school
student in Preston.

“The problem with the
winter running is you're
cold at the start, but you're
going to warm up,” he
explained. “If you have too
much on, it can cause a
problem.”

That’s not news to one
of the SK participants,
Nate Walsh, who took up
running in elementary
school in Stratford. Now 32
and living in Kitchener, he
signed up to hit some new
goals for 2025, and this
event was a good way to set
abenchmark for himself.

Heran17:47inas5kin
Waterloo in September,
so he hopes to beat his
personal record.

In 2022, the time to beat
was set by Jeremy Cough-
ler with 14:30 in the overall
male category.

For Walsh, racing was
something he could
continue in his adult life
after team sports became
less workable.

“It’s just a really good
adult activity to stay
competitive and keep
some fitness goals in

mind,” said Walsh, noting
that he started racing
coming out of Covid in
2023.

“Isuppose you could
just run outside anytime,
but being in a crowd of
runners and having people
cheer you on gives a little
bit more motivation, and
it kind of helps you run a
little bit faster,” he added.

He notes that jogging
isavery good activity for
fitness that is easy and
doesn’t require very much
equipment.

“Aslong as you can get
over excuses that you tell
yourself and can get off the
couch, it’s pretty easy to
do after that,” said Walsh,
noting that he tends to go
for ajog about five times a
week, with times ranging
between 30 minutes to two
hours.

The Cone5togo compe-
tition fires the gun at 10
a.m., starting the Sk on
March 8; athletes can
still register up to the day
before, but registration
closes on race day. More
information can be found
online at www.runwater-
loo.com/cone5togo.

Write a letter to the editor and
submit it online today.
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Jacks getting ready for Norwichin
second round of PJHL playoffs

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS HEAD COACH
DEREK Lebold has called
on fans to turn up in force
to watch his resurgent
team “do something
special” in round two of
the playoffs beginning this
Friday.

The Jacks travel to
Norwich for the start of a
seven-game series with the
impressive Merchants.

But, while Wellesley may
not have fared as well in
the PJHL South Doherty
Division’s regular season
as their opponents, Lebold
believes his side’s more
recent form should give
fans hope.

“We’ve got the offensive
guys to do it. Now, we can
beat anybody in this divi-
sion,” he said.

Lebold added: “This is
a fantastic hockey club.
Idon’treally care about
what the regular season

says about us. I really don’t.

“This is a team that’s
gaining momentum at
the right time and has the
opportunity to do some-
thing special.

“The players are all
aligned in our approach to
what we need to do to have
success.

“And I'm more than
confident that, like I said
all year, it’s not just conjec-
ture.

“Itruly believe that this
team has the ability to do
something really special.
Ithinkit’simportant that
the community comes out
and supports them.”

Having cemented his
forward lines with key
additions in January, pace
and aggression are the key
strengths that will help
his team in the Doherty
Division semifinal, Lebold
noted.

There was evidence of
both in the four-game
sweep of the Dorchester
Dolphinsin round one, a
demolition in which the
Jacks scored 19 goals.

Lebold believes the

forward line of Keenan
McGrath, Eric Lacey and
Evan Silveira is the one
that troubles opponents
the most.

“We call that our pace-
carline. They set the tone
for the game,” explained
the coach.

“Their tireless work ethic
really brings up our bench.
Everybody gets excited
when that line goes out
there, and it’s really fun to
see.”

He said four-season
veteran Lacey, 21, had
been “really good for us
consistently over the past
two months” and that the
6’ 3” Heidelberg native had
finally “found the right
chemistry with that line,
which has helped him a
lot.”

To that end, Keenan
McGrath, 18, who arrived
mid-season with his
brother Langdon, 17, had
been arevelation.

Wellesley’s “depth line”
of rookies Hudson Parker
and Luke Schofield, with
veteran Owen Troyer, also
have the potential to devas-
tate defences, Lebold said.

“Hudson’s 17 years old,
but he scored two big goals
the other night in that
game three, and he’s really
started to find his own as
a competitor at this level
of hockey, too,” the coach
explained.

He said Schofield, who
is the same age and scored
a hat trick in his Wellesley
debut, also had a habit of
“rising to the occasion.”

While rookies provide
notes of excitement, it
hasbeen the return of the
2023’s Schmaltz Cup Final
hero Connor Doerbecker
who has generated the
most buzz among fans.

The 20-year-old Welles-
ley village native comple-
ments experienced new
arrival Boden White and
veteran Jake L’Heureux
inaline that scored eight
goals in the first playoff
round.

“He’s got the best shot
in the Doherty Division, in
my opinion. But he uses it

effectively. It’s a dangerous
asset for him and for us as
agroup,” said Lebold about
Doerbecker.

The final forward line
includes Dimitri Elefthe-
riadis, Stuart Sinclair and
Kaelan McDougald.

But they’re no slouches
either and pose plenty of
threat, with Eleftheriadis
notably bagging the over-
time winner in game four
against Dorchester.

“Iwouldn’t call them
our fourth line. We mix
and match throughout the
game. Actually, they’ve
really impressed me, too,”
said Lebold.

“All three of them, quite
frankly, have come on and
scored some big goals in
various points throughout
the last series and during
the regular season.”

For a team that has had
trouble with refs, it’s fortu-
nate then that they have
the “best penalty Killer in
the league” in netminder
Brandon Abbott, noted
Lebold.

“We’re confident of what
he can doin those situa-
tions,” the coach added.

Most notably, he
prevented Dorchester
from scoring while Welles-
ley had three players in the
penalty box.

The team’s burley
defencemen, led in every
respect by captain Austin
Stemmler, have also
helped keep the door shut
when it counted - and
provided goals too.

“Ican’t speak highly
enough about the char-
acter of that young
man,” said Lebold, who
described the Wellesley
native as “the heartbeat of
the team.”

He is chiefly paired with
Kian Harron, who was
described by the coach as
an offensively-inclined
“beast” who “broke the
camel’s back with that
fifth goal” in game three
against Dorchester.

Wellesley next play at
the Bill Gies Recreation
Centre on Saturday, taking
on Norwich at 7:30 p.m.

GALEA: Sometimes it pays to monkey around

-> FROM 13

That’s when a voice in
my head said, “Don’t strug-
gle, it only makes it worse.”

Iwiggled a bit and sunk
some more. ThistimeI
settled midway between
my knees and belt buckle.

Ilooked at my dog and
realized two things. One,
that this might be the way
thatit ends. And two, iron-
ically enough, this was one
of the first time in recent
memory that she wasn’t

running around with a stick
in her mouth.

Itook comfort in the fact
that I was wearing a hat,
however.

Istood helplessly waiting
for help before sinking over
my head for good - but we
live on a quiet street and it
was 6 a.m.

So, I figured I might as
well bag the dog droppings
and leave the bag on the
snow beside me as a marker
for the rescue teams.

Perhaps Jenn might see
itand say, “My goodness.
That’s our brand of dog
poop bags! He can’t be far.”

But then, as luck would
haveit.Iwasable tolifta
foot out of the quicksnow
and onto a hard block of
snow atop the mound.
ThenIbegin the process of
clumsily sliding down the
hill, with dignity and dog
poop bagin tact.

Today, I am pricing pet
chimpanzees.
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KINGS: Sitting in seventh, Elmira can solidify hold on that spot by taking three of the four points available this weekend

-> FROM13

The schedule of three
games in four days got roll-
ing February 27 in Sarnia,
where the Kings edged the
Legionnaires 6-5.

The opening period
turned out to be a seesaw
battle after Elmira scored
firstjust 47 seconds in
courtesy of Joey Martin,
with assists from Luke
Della Croce and Alex
Simioni.

Less than two minutes
later, however, it was 1-1
when Jace McGrail scored
for the home side. Sarnia
then went ahead at 10:48
when Joshua Granowicz
got one past netminder
Jacob Gibbons.

Della Croce made it 2-2
at 16:36 with a power-play
goal assisted by Martin
and Brady Schwindt,
but 12 seconds later the
Legionnaires went up 3-2
thanks to Gage Brandon.
That’s how things would
stand when the frame
ended.

The second was Elmi-
ra’s however. Della Croce,
from Ryder Roberson and
Martin, tied it at 3-3 with
agoal at 1:49. The Kings
went up by one thanks to
goal from Isaac Lorentz
at 9:06, with help from
Schwindt and Brett Warri-
low.

5193404489

ainrentals com

Della Croce completed a
hat trick at 10:57, assisted
by Martin and Ryan
Forwell, to give Elmira a
5-3lead. Less than two
minutes later, it was
Forwell’s turn to score a
goal that would prove to be
the winner. Assists went to
Liam Eveleigh and Della
Croce.

Sarnia’s Ty Therrien got
one back at 13:13, and the
period would end with the
Kings up 6-4.

That set the stage for a
tight third period, with
Reed Straus coming in to
replace Gibbons between
the pipes. Sarnia got the
lone goal of the frame
- Jimmy Monks at 2:30 -
and the Kings shut things
down the rest of the way to
post the 6-5 win.

Shots were 55-33 in
favour of the Kings, who
went 1-4 on the power
play, while Sarnia was 0-2.
Gibbons stopped 16 of 20
to pick up the win, with
Straus stopping 12 of 13
after coming on in relief.

Back at home Saturday
night, the Kings faced the
KW Siskins, who had come
into the weekend in eighth
place, tied in points with
Elmira.

“I think we were tied
for points at that point in
time. That game was phys-

ical. It had a little bit of
everything,” said Horvat.
“The rink was packed.
The atmosphere was just
electric. I thought the
guys rose to the occasion
with some really big hits.
There was a couple fights
that were a result of some
emotions kind of spilling
over. It was a really fun
hockey game.”

The more than 1,400
people crammed into
the Dan Snyder Memo-
rial Arena for the match
saw the Kings take a very
early lead, as Della Croce
needed just 11 seconds to
get his team on the board.
Assists went to Forwell
and Eveleigh.

The home side went
up 2-0 when Della Croce
scored again at 13:55, this
time with help from Simi-
oni and Warrilow. That’s
how the score stood as the
teams went back to their
rooms for the first inter-
mission.

The Siskins got on the
board with the lone goal
of the second period,
with Drake Neal beating
Gibbons at 11:54.

The resultant 2-1score
would stand until after the
midway point of the third
period, with Waterloo’s
Ryan Brenton getting the
equalizer at 11:11.

Elmira’s Luke Della Croce scores his second goal of the opening period as the Sugar Kings went on

to defeat the KW Siskins by a score of 3-2 Saturday night at the WMC.

Andrea Eymann

The Kings' Nate Gravelle mixes it up with Waterloo's Devon Ferroni during Saturday’s match.

Isaac Lorentz would
prove to be the differ-
ence-maker, scoring at
16:23 to give the Kings the
3-2lead that would be the
final tally when the buzzer
sounded. Assists went to
Warrilow and Schwindt.

Aswith the Sarnia game,
Elmira had a large shot
advantage, this time 43-27.
Gibbons stopped 25 to pick
up the win. Neither side
capitalized on the power
play, the Kings going 0-6
and Waterloo 0-3.

After such an emotional
and important game, it
wasn’t a big surprise that
a quick turnaround for
an afternoon game down
Windsor found the Kings
somewhat less energized
for Sunday’s game against
the LaSalle Vipers, said
Horvat. The result was a
5-31oss.

Elmira would in fact
never lead throughout 60
minutes of play.

The Vipers were on the
board first, the opener
coming from Bryce Belleau
at1:59. Jak Thiessen’s goal
at 8:56 made it 2-0 for the
home team before Della
Croce’s league-leading
38th goal of the season,
from Martin and Tanner
McDonald, made it 2-1.

The Vipers, however,
would get one more with

just 17 seconds left in the
first to take a 3-11ead into
the intermission.

At 6:31 of the middle
stanza, Julian Gignac gave
LaSalle at 4-11ead before
a pair of shorthanded
goals midway through
the period got the Kings
within one. The first came
off the stick of Nate Grav-
elle, from Thomas Chant,
at 9:56. Fifty-six seconds
later, it was Jack Clarke,
from Gravelle, to make it
4-3. But that was as close
as things would get.

The only scoring in the
third period came from
LaSalle’s Connor Char-
trand, capping the 5-3
victory.

Elmira had a slight
edge in shots, 35-34, while
neither team could score
with the man advantage,
the Kings going 0-5 and
the Vipers 0-6. Gibbons

stopped 29 to take the loss.

The Kings (25-19-4)
finish out the regular
season this weekend,
heading to St. Thomas
Friday night to face the
now-eliminated Stars

(12-32-3-1) before returning
home Sunday afternoon to
welcome the third-place
Stratford Warriors (32-13-
3). Game time is 2 p.m.

Horvat said the team has
to be prepared to play this
weekend, and certainly
avoid looking past St.
Thomas.

“They’ve been a hand-
ful for us this past year.
They show up and they
compete hard, they work
hard,. They play as a team.
So we have to be ready for
that. We can’t let our guard
down, even for a minute,
because they find a way
right to stick around and
be involved in some good
hockey, good competi-
tive hockey games. We've
got to make sure that our
heads are screwed on
right,” he said of prepa-
rations for the season’s
penultimate game

“And then we’re onto
Sunday to finish up the
regular season. We have
Stratford at home - that’s
always a big rivalry. That’ll
be a good one as we finally
prepare for the playoffs.”

Submit your sports team'’s
scores online today.
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Trump’s chaos hurts

farmers everywhere

We know that U.S.
President Donald
Trump is out to hurt Cana-
dians. That’s predictable,
given his disdain for our
country and for our Prime
Minister, along with his
jealousy over our natural
resources.

But his callousness and
willingness to sacrifice
Americans, including
American farmers, is
eye-opening, as he enacts
his America First agenda.

Besides the thousands
of federal workers that he’s
kicking to the curb, he has
likewise been stone cold
towards farmers’ concerns
that his tariffs will affect
them and U.S. consumers.

At press time, Trump
was still considering
whether he’d roll back the
25 per cent tariffs that he
ordered against Canada at
the start of the week.

But the damage has
already been done to the
economy, with the stock
market dip that resulted
from his tariff threat, and
his blatant disregard for
anyone affected, including
U.S. farmers who warned
him to back off.

You could expect
the Canadian agricul-
tural sector to roundly
condemn the U.S. for the
tariffs. Kyle Larkin, CEO
of the Grain Growers of
Canada, said Canadian
family-run grain farms are
already facing death by
athousand cuts through
increased input costs,
regulatory burdens and
taxation.

“Uncertainty with our
largest trading partner for
grain and grain products,
on top of ongoing instabil-
ity with our second-largest
trading partner, China,

OWEN
ROBERTS

Food For
Thought

could push many family
farms to the brink,” he
says.

Trump couldn’t care less
about Canadian farmers.
But as Larkin points out,
Trump’s also walking all
over his own people.

“The U.S. relies on
Canadian grain more than
any other country,” says
Larkin. “The importation
of $17 billion worth of
Canadian grain and grain
products supports the
U.S. in being able to meet
[its] own domestic food
security needs, while also
supporting [its] agri-food
sector in exporting prod-
ucts internationally for the
best price possible.”

He calls the 25 per cent
tariff on Canadian grain
and grain products “a 25
per cent tax on American
consumers who purchase
groceries every day.”

Trump has said he was
elected because Ameri-
cans were angry about the
high cost of groceries. His
tariffs will make things
worse. He doesn’t care.

But U.S. farm groups do.
And they’re concerned
about the Canadian
market too, which Trump
is trying to cripple.

For example, Dave
Puglia, CEO of the Western
Growers, which represents
fresh produce farmers
in California and else-
where, says the looming
threat of Trump tariffs
has prompted some major
Canadian grocery chains
to cancel orders from

American growers.
-> ROBERTS 23

Leading the way.

Shining a light on local enterprise,
stoking the economic engines.

Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com

GRCA approves budget
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Lower soil fees sought

The Grand River Conservation Author-
ity (GRCA) board last week approved a
$40-million budget for 2025. Participating
municipalities will contribute about $13.8
million in municipal apportionment, about
34% of the GRCA's total budget. The munic-
ipal apportionment is increasing by 3.5%.

Looking for a soil-receiving operation to help
rehabilitate a former gravel pit at 1470 Cedar
Spring Rd., XS Soil Solutions wants Woolwich to
drop its fees to make the project viable. Coun-
cillors meeting this week were asked to lower
fees to be more in line with other municipalities,
dropping the projected cost to about $60,000

rather than $250,000 under current costing. A
reportis due back at a future meeting.

ready to go

Andrew Kelly last month bought the Foodland Store in Elmira.

happy to land in Elmira

Having owned franchises in Brussels and
Mount Forest, Andrew Kelly long had his
sights set on this location

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

“HOW ARE YOU
DOING?” ANDREW Kelly
asks a customer as the
man stops to talk with him
inside his Foodland store
in Elmira.

The new owner, having
purchased the franchise
from Matt and Jamie
Poirier a month ago, really
enjoys moments like that.
It’'s what he loves best
about retail, he admitted.

“It’s ever changing,”
Kelly told The Observer.

“No day is the same.

AndIlove spending time
on the floor, talking to
customers and hearing
how their days are going.

“Over time you see
people go through so
many things, like getting
married, having a baby
and watching those kids
grow up.

“It’s awesome. You build
connections with new
people every day.

“It’s great to see regu-
lars. I'm on a first-name
basis with a few of them
already.”

Incredibly, despite
Elmira’s Foodland being

Pt >4
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New owner of Foodland store

the “third and final store”
he’s owned, father-of-two
Kelly is just 35 years old,
although he’s modest
about this achievement
and his ambition.

“Everyone’s so focused
on your age, but it’s just
anumber, right?” he
said during a 30-minute
interview in his office,
having apologized for the
time limit because he had
to leave a little earlier than
usual in order to take one
of his sons, who are aged
six and nearly three, to a
swimming lesson.

Kelly previously owned
franchises of the same
chain in Brussels and
Mount Forest.

But living in Waterloo

and having friends in
Elmira, the Wilfrid Laurier
University graduate said
the Elmira store, one of
only two Foodlands in
Waterloo Region, was
always his dream.

“Ever since I got into
this business, I knew that I
was going to make a career
of it. So, the goal was to
own one of them. And the
ultimate goal was always
this one,” he said.

Kelly added: “I've always
liked Elmira. We may live
up here at some point. But
I've always had a soft spot
for this store.”

Aside from enjoying
meeting the people of

Elmira, and noting it has a
-> FOODLAND 28

We Care For You Like Family

Allergy season is approaching. Get relief now!

martinspharmacy.ca

martlns

Guardian Phormocy
(519) 664-3785

10 Parkside Dr, St. Jacobs
Woolwich Community Health Centre
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Read a local best

seller every week.

Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

ECT holds auditions
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Coming to the Princess

The Elora Community Theatre is holding
auditions later this month for its summer
presentation of The Secret Garden. ECT is
looking to fill 12 roles for youth (10-18 years
of age), both male and female, as well as six
roles for adults, ages 30-80. Auditions will
be held at the group's workshop in Fergus
on Mar. 22 (1-3 p.m.) and Mar. 23 (4-6 p.m.).

www.eloracommunitytheatre.org

Amidst the chaos and destruction of the
brutal Russian invasion of Ukraine, three
artists work to defend their culture and
their country. Porcelain War tells the story
of the artists who chose to stay behind,
armed with their art, their cameras and, for
the first time in their lives, their guns. At the
Princess original cinema Mar. 15, 16 and 20.

www.princesscinemas.com

Lucy MacNeil in KW for Folk Night concert

A member of the iconic Barra MacNeils,
she's touring in support of her first solo
album, Angels Whisper

Andrea Eymann

Observer Staff

A CAPEBRETON CELTIC
MUSICIAN is embarking
on a Canadian tour in
support of her first solo
album, including a stop in
Kitchener on Saturday at
the Registry Theatre.

Lucy MacNeil and her
quartet are appearing as
part of the Folk Night at the
Registry series.

MacNeil, 56, has been
performing with her
siblings in The Barra
MacNeils for 37 years. Now
she is venturing off on her
own following the release
last year of her album,
Angels Whisper.

“T'll be singing and play-
ing, and it’ll be more about
me,” MacNeil said about
what her upcoming show
will feature.

It will be different for her,
“and sometimes not the
most comfortable because
when you’re used to being
aunit and off doing your
own thing - you feel a little
naked,” she explained.

That said, during a tour
in the Maritimes - her first
concert series without all
her siblings, Sheumas, Kyle,
Stewart, Ryan and Boyd
-she found that once she
started singing, she felt very
comfortable.

There’s also the familiar-
ity of the instruments that

she’ll take on stage with

her, the bodhran, Celtic
harp and fiddle. The latter
came to her already named
Harley - after Harley David-
son motorcycles, as it was
thought to be as loud.

On stage, MacNeil will
bejoined by her band: her
husband, Rob Durando,
playing guitar and low
whistle; her youngest
brother, Boyd MacNeil, on
the fiddle and the Ackland
mandolin; and her long-
time friend Lisa MacArthur
on fiddle and vocals.

When she and Durando
married in 2017, they
produced a six-track to give
to their wedding guests.

When the pandemic
rolled around in 2020, they
found themselves with
more time on their hands
and they started playing
melodies at home. She
started posting these
home-recording sessions
of her making tunes on her
personal Facebook page,
which she noticed many
people enjoyed. This was
the first spark that made her
decide to venture off alone
after almost four decades in
the music industry.

When she recorded her
first solo album, she got to
make all the decisions, and
“Ikind of liked it,” she said.

MacNeil took some of the
songs from the wedding
EP and those posted online

A
A

Lucy MacNeil takes to the stage at The Registry Theatre on Saturday night.

and recorded them in
Coxheath, Nova Scotia.
MacNeil dedicated the
record to her mother, Jean,
who had dementia at the
time of recording it, and she
died in January 2023 before
her daughter’s collection
of songs came out in June
2024.
“She was really enjoying
it; my mother was a musi-

Wings draw ‘em in to Linwood fundraiser

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

MORE THAN 500
PEOPLE SHOWED up to
the latest Linwood wings
night and enjoyed eating
600 pounds of chicken
as the community event
marked its eighth year.
Organizer Shelley
Brenner said the huge
crowd was a testament
to its success and noted
that some food lovers
come from as far away as
Toronto to taste the “fresh
and never frozen” wings.
Blaine Hergott, another
founder of the four-times-
a-year event, which has
now raised more than
$50,000 for charity, said

the harsh winter had also
encouraged large numbers
of snowmobilers to attend
the most recent event on
February 21.

However, the main
reason for success was
the $15-per-pound,
special-recipe chicken
wings they sell, he noted.

“Ithink if we sold
spaghetti, we probably
wouldn’t get nearly as
many people,” added
Hergott.

He said he never
expected the night would
be so popular when he
helped launch the night
with his brother-in-law,
Brad Brenner.

Brenner’s wife and
Hergott’s sister Shelley

said the evening took a lot
of preparation.

“We prepared the wings
the night before. We get
them fresh and we flour
them ourselves and then we
have to cook them halfway.

“We deep fry them again
to completely cook them
on the night.”

In addition they freshly
cook fries and sell portions
for $3 at the events which
are held monthly between
November and February
as away to cheer people up
during the winter.

The Linwood organizers
have raised funds for a
range of charities while
also helping struggling
families and individuals in
their own community.

cian herself,” the fiddler

pet of her mother singing to

F

Submitted

never took lessons, she

started playing the fiddle at

2025 Canadian Folk Music
Awards for Traditional
Album, Traditional Singer
and Emerging Artist of the
Year, with winners to be
announced in April.

What she likes most
about the fiddle is that it
can make people happy
quickly but can also
become very moving.

“When I was younger,
Iloved slow airs, Iliked
learning slow airs, and I
liked Irish tunes - those are
the things that I was drawn
to,” she said of the tradi-
tional Irish music marked
by the absence of strict
metre or structure that
drew her to the stringed
instrument.

With the new album,
MacNeil says her favour-
ite songis the namesake,
Angels Whisper, based on a
poem by Samuel Lover first
published in 1835.

“It’s very delicate, and
Ilike how it turned out,”
MacNeil said, adding she
didn’t release it as a single
butjustin the album.

“It’sa very visual story,
andIenjoyed it,” she noted,
explainingit’s about an
angel looking after the

noted. put her six children into fisherman who goes out to
She said her mother lessons, and then they got seainaragingstorm, asa

didn’t perform profession- to learn how to read music, mother is at home with a

ally, but she played piano, but the mother taughtthem  baby.

fiddle and guitar,asshehad = howto play by ear. Lucy MacNiel will be at

avery good ear. “It was the best of both the Registry Theatre at 122
MacNeil captured asnip-  worlds,” said MacNeil, who  Frederick St. in Kitchener

on March 8 at 8 p.m. You

be added to the end of the the age of eight. can find tickets online at
record. Angels Whisper went www.lucymacneil.com/
Even though her mom on to be nominated for show or folknightlive.ca.

—

Nancy Hunter, Kara Lumgair, Trish Dunn, Tyler Gerber, Sarah Moser and Brianna Bowman prepare
wings in the kitchen of Linwood Community Centre on Feb. 21.

Julian Gavaghan



Classifieds

Help Wanted

Seven days.

One paper.

A bestseller every week.
Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com

Job Posts: jobs.observerxtra.com

For Sale

LOOKING FOR
FULL TIME

AZ OR DZ
DRIVER

MAXSPAN

building centre

Growing and progressive lumber yard
looking for AZ or DZ driver for hauling building
materials and to operate the hitchhiker
throughout southwestern Ontario. Clean abstract
and experience necessary. Great hours and
professional environment. Competitive Wages,
Bonus and Benefit Package.

EMAIL OR FAX RESUME TO

arnold@marspan.com 519-638-3505 ext. 201

Help Wanted

OBSERVER

0 ! L.' “ 0 .
We are seeking a part-time
delivery driver for Wednesday evenings.
This position involves pick-ups and deliveries.
Candidates must have a G-class license and a clean driving
record to operate a 16-foot cube truck. The ideal candidate

should also be physically fit to load and prepare packages
for delivery.

Key Responsibilities

o Drive to Mississauga to load the truck.
e Prepare and deliver packages in the Woolwich and
Wellesley areas.

Shift Details

Start Time: 6 p.m.
Duration: 7 to 8 hours to complete the route.

Please apply via email at jmerlihan@woolwichobserver.com.

Auction

MARCH VEHICLE AUCTION
WEBCAST ONLINE

including Pickups, Vans and Explorers

Saturday, March 15% ¢ 9:30am

MARCH TOOL AUCTION
TIMED ONLINE

Soft Close March 18 « 2pm

Go to: mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

M. R. JUTZI & Co.

5100 Fountain St. N., Breslau 519.648.2111

www.mrjutzi.ca

SHOP UPRIGHT
COMPRESSOR ON
wheels. 20 gallon,
5 HP, 110 volt. $125.
519-575-6314.

SPRING SALE AT
HILLCREST HOME-
baking 519-669-1381.
March 11-22, closed
Mondays. 10% off all
fabrics including poly-
esters, poly/cottons,
cottons, flannel,
fleece, knits, tshirting,
microfiber, swedish
knits etc. 50% off
selected polyesters;
10% off tablecloth,
covering material,
and quilt batts; 10% off
selected adult story
books. New dress
fabrics have arrived!

Ag.Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL
Spray Lime, 22.5kg.
bag; feed grade lime,
25kg. Delivered. Call
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND
SEED GRAIN - AT
competitive pric-
ing. Call George
Haffner Trucking,
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT
IN 20KG BAGS. CALL
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN
DELIVERED BY
Einwechter. Mini-
mum 15 ton lots. Call
George Haffner Truck-
ing 519-574-4141 or
519-669-2045.

LOOKING FOR
OWNER OPERATOR
with farm / industrial
tractor w 12’ plough to
plough snow during
the winter season
in North Waterloo .
Contact Rob Willow
Snow Removal
519-575-5128.

Wanted

WILLING TO BUY -
DIE CAST REPLICAS
of farm tractors and
equipment; Industrial
equipment and Tonka
sandbox toys. In any
useable condition.No
collection too large
or too small. Ask
Dwayne for details.
519-669-5500.

CONTINUES
ON PAGE 19

Advertising
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Placing a classified ad

Please call or email for display advertising
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory
and Obituaries.

Family Album Notices:

Order and pay for family announcement
notices online at:
observerxtra.com/notices

Birthday

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads
will be accepted in person, email, or phone
during regular office hours. Deadline is
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Residential: $9 per 20 words
(20¢ per extra word)
Commercial: ~ $15 per 20 words

(30¢ per extra word)

Y FAMILY ALBUM CONTINUES ON PAGE 19

In Memoriam

Happy Birthday,
Lori!

With love from your whole family

In Loving Memory of

Glen Leader

Who passed away March 10, 2024

Love: Norma and extended family

Birthday

Obituary

PLEASE JOIN US IN

CELEBRATING
MARY AND CLIFF
BAUMAN

for their 80th birthdays

SUNDAY

MARCH 16TH
2-4:00

Floradale Mennonite Church
22 Florapine Rd. Floradale ON

Immediate Route Available in EImira

OBSERVER

JOIN A MOVEMENT!

Ray, Terry Joseph

Passed away peacefully at Barnswallow
Place, Elmira on Tuesday, March 4,
2025 at the age of 68 years. Father of
Phillip. Brother of Gloria Orr, Doug
(2015), Gary (Elaine), Darlene (Charlie)
Koebel. Special uncle of many
nieces, nephews and their families.
Predeceased by his parents John and
Virginia (Ertel) Ray. Terry was a man
of many talents. He worked in a tire
factory, steel factory, and also for
Ontario Culvert. His heart and passion
above all was the family farm where he
loved spending time with his cattle,
working the land and enjoying time
spent with nature. A special thank you
to the nursing staff at Barnswallow
Place in the Pheasant Run wing,
for their compassionate care of
Terry during his stay. The family will
receive their relatives and friends
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home,
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira on Saturday,
March 8, 2025 from 11 a.m. until the
time of service at 12 p.m. in the funeral
home chapel. Spring interment in
St. Joseph’s R.C. Cemetery, Macton.
As expressions of sympathy, donations
to St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation
would be appreciated and may be
made through the funeral home.

+ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

observerxtra.com/carriers

Submit your sports team's

scores online today.

OBSERVER

oF:

observerxtra.com/boxscore
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¥ REAL ESATE

@ DE /MM AY

3 Arthur St. S., EImira 519-669-5426

Sue From
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

226-750-9332 |

suefrom17@gmail.com

Emily Minielly
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-504-6247

emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com
\

ELMIRA 88 WEYMOUTH ST. Welcome to your dream home' Th|s stunning re5|dence built
by Emerald Homes in 2021, is designed with your growing family in mind. With 5 spacious
bedrooms, including a luxurious primary suite featuring an ensuite with separate bath and
shower. Three bedrooms are equipped with a walk-in closet, offering comfort and style. As you
enter, you will appreciate the convenient mudroom before entering the inviting living room
showcasing a beautiful stone fireplace with built-in cabinetry, perfect for cozy evenings
together. The rich hardwood floors lead you to a huge kitchen that any chef would adore,
complete with a gas stove, over-sized fridge, an expansive island for meal prep and
entertaining, and a large walk-in pantry for all your essentials. The finished basement adds
significant extra space for family fun and relaxation, featuring a rec-room, a guest bedroom
and a stylish 3-piece bathroom equipped with a luxurious bass wood wet/dry sauna- ideal for
unwinding after a long day. Additional features include a double-car garage, and a fully fenced
corner lot that provides privacy and security. Enjoy outdoor living on your deck, which boasts
a hot tub and play structure, making it the perfect backyard oasis for family gatherings and
summer fun. This home truly has it all, combining modern features with warm, inviting spaces.
Don't miss the opportunity to make this your family's forever home!

SELLING? CALL US FOR A
FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

ROYAL LEPAGE
—

WOLLE REALTY BRroKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Office: 519-747-2040
Julie Heckendorn

Katelyn Israel
Realtor® Broker

 226-338-0103

4 katelynisrael@royallepage.ca
41 Tupelo Cr., Elmira

OPEN HOUS

- w l CARPET FREE HOME which offers a
. . main flr office (playroom for a young
family), Spacious kitchen w/lots of
cupboards and dining area w/2
windows. Ele fireplace in great rm and
— sliding door leading to a covered patio.
—— Upstairs is an oversized master
s bedroom with ensuite bath (Ige tiled
shower) and two spacious bedrooms

: w/dble  closets.  Great  service

$1 (]59 900 entrance/laundry area w/walkin closet

OPENHUUS

. 519-588-7562
X4 julieheckendorn20@gmail.com

Thursday Mar. 6, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Saturday March 8, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
1334 Letson Dr. West Montrose

A RARE OPPORTUNITY! Attractive, well
maintained stone century home located
on 81 acres of prime farmland and
BACKING TO THE GRAND RIVER. A short
. walk from the West Montrose Covered
Bridge. Three bedrooms and large
bathroom upstairs. Eat-in kitchen, Din
room, liv. room and main flr laundry.
Lots of windows. House shingles (2021)
propane furnace (2019) vinyl plank
flooring on the main level (2022). Older
z bank barn and storage shed. Paved
S $2 CERWNTIY laneway & oversized dble. garage. A
I must see. MLS

CONTACT US TC

FREE MARKET

Kurtz Auctions Inc.

HOUSE FOR SALE BY TENDER

Independent In-law Suite (Bungalow & New Build 2 Story) with
attached single car garage and double wide driveway; This property
located in a quiet mature neighbourhood with the harmony of old
and new setting. Fully fenced backyard. 415 Hill St. E. Fergus, ON

Viewing: By Appointment Only.
Tender Closing Date: Wed. Mar. 26, 2025 @5pm

For More Information Contact: Kurtz Auctions Inc. 519-836-0342 OR
Kurtzauctionsinc@gmail.com

Auctioneer: Kurtz Auctions Inc.
519-836-0342

RE/MAYX

’I’_\ LEON'®
MARTIN |/

BROKER LEON MARTIN

Solid Gold Realty (1) Ltel., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

New Price $499,000
18 High St., Elmira

New Services at the Street to connect. Buyer to pay connection fees.
Discover the perfect canvas for your dream home on a generous lot
measuring 66' by 134' | This ideal location combines tranquility and
convenience, making it the perfect place for families and individuals alike.
Some of the key features are a spacious lot, scenic walking trail and a quiet
Street. Imagine walking or exercising on the beautiful walking trail located
just behind your lot! There is also a nearby Park & Splash pad, fun filled
days awaits family gatherings! Build the home you have always envisioned
in this vibrant community, where leisure meets lifestyle. Don’t miss out on
this incredible opportunity.! Contact me today to learn more and secure
your slice of paradise! (id:38686)

Starting at $395,650
Milverton Meadows Condos, 33 Murray Court, Milverton
Only 3 - 2 bedroom units left. Act now! 2 Bathroom units available all with

in-suite laundry .. Fridge, stove, microwave, washer, and dryer all
included. Call your realtor today and book a showing.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA | DIRECT: 519-503-2753
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Wanted

ANTIQUES - GOLD & SILVER! HONEST PRICES, EXTRADEALS ON
LOTS OF THINGS.IRON BUCKET - SERIOUS SALES: BOOKS 40%,;
Cups/Saucers 40%, lots of stuff 35% who knows. Buying toys,
castiron, only cool and unusual - no more mediocre stuff - we need
good - crocks and farm gear. Wanted: Games and game consoles &
good Mid-century!! Early game cards. Call before bringing anything.
Fergus 519-787-8287. Answering machine! Limited buying!!

WE ARE BUYING GOLD JEWELLERY, SILVER CUTLERY, PAPER
MONEY, WRIST - ROLEX & OMEGA & POCKET WATCHES. 43
years experience. Call Terry in Elmira at 519-242-6900 or
gallamore@golden.net. Will pick up, fair honest prices!!

Rentals

APARTMENTS FOR RENT IN ELMIRA. 2-BEDROOM &
1-BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR MARCH 2025.
Contact (519) 465-8431for details!

Storage

STORAGE AVAILABLEIN LINWOOD AREA FOR SNOWMOBILES,
MOTORCYCLES, ATV'S, ETC. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
519-949-3222.

| oLASSIFIEDS |9 |
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CONTINUES ON PAGE 23
In Memoriam

S TEPHANIE ELISE

KOEBEL
APRIL 10,1986 - MARCH7,2023

Oh our beautiful girl, our hearts
ache with constant sadness
since we lost you so suddenly 2 years ago.

We truly understand your pain and
heartbreak and the numbness that
you felt after losing your beloved Zachary,
your beautiful boy, we all
feel it too and forever will.

We reminisce about your red lipstick,
your endless purchases of shoes, and
clothes.....your ‘forgetting to cancel your
‘hello fresh meals, your always
forgetting to get gas, always running late,
being a nighthawk, loving your
naps during the day, forgetting always
where you put your purse, your wallet,
leaving empty boxes in the cupboard,
leaving candy wrappers on the counter,
We miss all that.....every day.

We talk forever about how amazingly
kind and generous you were......
Always finding the perfect gifts and cards,
always making the best desserts
for all of our gatherings, how patient you
were with your residents at work,
how musically talented you were with
your beautiful singing voice, playing
the piano and your gift of writing and
your heartfelt poetry.

You were such a wonderful nurse and
truly such an amazing mom, daughter,
sister, auntie, partner and friend.

We miss your big booming voice, your
smile, your beautiful eyes.

We miss your phone calls, your text
messages, your ‘nurse’ advice,
your stories, going to plays and movies
and dinners and walks with the dogs.
We miss you at every table we are at, we
miss you everywhere...always.

We hope and pray each day that you are
with Zachary, holding your sweet angel boy,
singing in the angel choir, dancing in the
sky, twirling and spinning and snuggling.

We know that your dad is with you both,
keeping you both safe in his arms until we
meet again and can hold you ourselves
and never let go.

We love you our sweet angel girl,
always have, forever will.
See you in our dreams. 0X0X0X

Mom, Mike, Shannon, Brad,
Brooklyn and Hudson, your furbabies,
Dexter and Delilah

Scan Me

Write a letter to the
editor and submit it
online today.

OBSERVER

observerxtra.com/letters
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WOOLWICH

TOWNSHIP

Community

NOTICE OF PUBICEETING
Tuesday, April 1, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.

Regarding
Zone Change Application 2025-02
Floradale Parkview Non-Profit Manors Inc.
— 30 Florapine Road, Floradale

Please note this will be a hybrid meeting where you may attend virtually via a zoom
meeting link or you may attend in person at the Township offices. Review the information
below on how you can submit comments, view or participate in the meeting.

Take Notice that in accordance
with the Planning Act, R.S.0., 30 Florapine Noas
1990, ¢.P13, as amended,
the Township of Woolwich
has received a complete
application for a proposed
zoning amendment for lands
owned by Floradale Parkview
Non-Profit manors Inc. (see
Map 1) more specifically
described below. Please be
advised that Notice of a
Complete Application does
not indicate whether the
municipality is in support of, or in opposition to the proposal. That determination will
be made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning
Act, to consider the following Zone Change application. No decisions will be made at
this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information to the public and agencies
and to receive comments and information from them.

RBA Planning Consultants Ltd. on behalf of Floradale Parkview Non-Profit Manors
Inc. has submitted a Zoning By-law Application for the property at 30 Florapine Road,
Floradale. The 6.73 hectare (16.63 acre) property is irregularly shaped and currently
contains a retirement residence with 41 units and 2 detached parking garages for 8
and 6 parking spaces, multiple sheds, a play structure and gardening opportunities.
The property includes 2 dry stormwater management facilities, multiple parking areas,
a large open area at the front of the property and a large open area at the rear of the
property, where a portion is regulated by the Grand River Conservation Authority.

The property is designated within the Township Official Plan as Urban within the
Settlement Area Boundary of Floradale and is zoned Residential R-1 with site-specific
regulations in Section 16.145.

The applicant is proposing an additional 20 residential units in the form of 10 semi-
detached dwellings. The dwellings would be primarily located between the exiting
retirement residents and Florapine Road along lanes to access the dwellings. It is
proposed that the existing and proposed units will be serviced with a communal water
and sanitary treatment system that would expand upon the existing system.

To facilitate the additional 20 units, the applicant is proposing to amend the site
specific regulations to include the provision of the additional dwellings. At this time,
no requests are being made to modify the setback, parking or other zoning provisions.

The applicant has submitted the following studies in support of this application:

Concept Plan (Concept Site Plan)

Planning Justification Report

Ministry of Environment — Environmental Compliance Application
Ministry of Environment — Environmental Compliance Approval
Municipal Responsibility Agreement regarding the sewage disposal system
Climate Change Mitigation Measures

Drinking Water System Engineering Evaluation Report
Geotechnical Investigation

Stormwater Management Report

Groundwater and Surface Water Impact Assessment

Sewage System Design Brief Application for ECA

Water System Upgrades Report

Floraping Ry

\

SUBJECT
LANDS

Floradaje Rd

Information Page

P.0. Box 158 Phone:
24 Church St. W. 519-669-1647
Elmira, Ontario or 877-969-0094
N3B 276 Fax: 519-669-1820

After Hours
Emergency:

919-575-4400

MORE INFORMATION

Should you require a copy of this Notice in an alternative text please contact
our office.

Additional information as noted above can be viewed by contacting Planning staff
to schedule an appointment to view the documents at the Township Administration
building located at 24 Church Street West, Elmira weekdays between 8:30 am
and 4:30 pm. To schedule an appointment please call 519-669-6040 or email
planning@woolwich.ca

APPEAL RIGHTS: TAKE NOTICE that if a specified person or public body (as defined in
the Planning Act), or the registered owner of land to which the by-law would apply,
would otherwise have an ability to appeal the decision of the Council of the Township
of Woolwich to the Ontario Land Tribunal but the specified person, public body, or
registered owner does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or make written
submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the by-law is passed the specified
person, public body, or registered owner is not entitled to appeal the decision. In other
words, if an eligible specified person, public body, or landowner does not make an oral
or written submission to Council before the by-law is passed, then they are ineligible
to appeal the decision.

AND TAKE NOTICE that if a person or public body does not make oral submissions at
the public meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before
the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a party to the
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Land Tribunal unless, in the opinion of the
Tribunal, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

You can view or participate in the Public Meeting as follows:

View the Public Meeting / Council meeting livestream on the Woolwich Township
YouTube channel at the following link @woolwichtownship9588;

Participate in the Public Meeting by registering with Council/Committee Facilitator
on or before 1:00 pm on Wednesday March 26, 2025.

To register please:

e visit  www.woolwich.ca/learn-about/council/council-meetings ~ for ~ more
information on Attending a Council Meeting in person, speaking before Council
and to register through the online delegation request form; or

e email councilmeetings@woolwich.ca or phone 519-669-6004.

When registering you must provide your name, phone number, email and the
application number you would like to comment on. Once you are registered staff will
forward information on how to connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or
conference call number).

If you are concerned that you do not have access to phone or internet or are otherwise
concerned about the reliability of your signal, please ensure that you submit written
comments. Written comments do not negate your opportunity to also speak at the
Public Meeting but do ensure your voice is heard should your electronic connection to
the meeting not work.

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to
listen and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register
with the Council/Committee Facilitator. You will not be required to speak if you do not
want to.

WHY REGISTER

By registering staff are aware who is attending the meeting in person and for those
connecting from elsewhere can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual
meeting, we know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at
the appropriate time to comment if you wish to do so.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS AND REQUESTING NOTIFICATION

You can express your concerns/ comments about the proposed changes in writing to
the Township of Woolwich. Any comments received on or before Wednesday March
19, 2025 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a
report prepared by Development Services and presented at the Public Meeting. Any
comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision
on the applications, will be considered.

Notice continued to next page
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Notice continued from previous page

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the
authority of the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act and may
form part of the public record which may be released to the public. This information is
collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the
general public at the Committee of the Whole and Council meetings. Please note that
while the Committee of the Whole and Council may redact some personal information
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made
public in their entirety. Questions about this collection should be directed to the Records
and Freedom of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

If you wish to be notified of future meetings and reports regarding this application or the
decision of the proposed amendments, please:

e submit a written request, noting that you wish to be kept informed, to the Township
of Woolwich, Development Services, 24 Church Street West, Box 158, Elmira,
Ontario N3B 276, or

e email your request noting that you wish to be kept informed to planning@woolwich.ca

If Council approves the change, a notice will be mailed to you explaining the By-law.
Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 6th day of March, 2025.

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

MONDAY March 24, 2025, at 4:30 P.M.

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96 take notice
that the Committee of Adjustment for the Township of Woolwich will meet for the
purpose of hearing all persons interested in support of or opposition to the following
application as described below.

Committee of Adjustment meetings are held virtually via Zoom where public
attendance can be arranged with staff, if required. Below is information on how you
can view or participate in the meeting as well as how to submit comments. Please
contact the Committee Secretary by email to planning@woolwich.ca or by phone at
519-669-6040 if you have any questions.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A4/2025 — Trevor Nissen and Jacyln Van Der Kraak
PROPERTY: 55 Pintail Drive, EImira, Plan58M27 Lot 19

ZONE / USE: Residential R2A with Site Specific provisions in Section 16.141/ single
detached dwelling and detached accessory shed

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from the site specific provisions
in Section 16.141 a) to reduce the required rear yard setback from 15 metres to
approximately 1 metre to permit the construction of a 45 square metre detached
accessory building. The existing 9 square metre shed is proposed to be removed.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A5/2025 — James and Dana Costello

PROPERTY: 20 Mill Street, EImira, Plan 559 Part Lot 90, RP58R20856 Parts 3 and 4
ZONE / USE: Residential R5 / single detached dwelling and detached accessory
building

PROPOSAL: The applicant is proposing to increase the maximum allowable detached
accessory building area to approximately 69 square metres whereas 64 square metres,
being 10% of the lot area is permitted. The applicant is proposing the construction
of a new 69 square metre detached accessory building. The existing 56 square metre
detached accessory building is proposed to be removed.

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

As in-person meetings are not an option at this time, you can view or participate in
the meeting as follows:

Information Page
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e view the Committee of Adjustment livestream on the Woolwich Township YouTube
channel at the following link @woolwichtownship9588 OR
e participate by registering with the Committee Secretary on or before 12 noon

on Wednesday March 19th. To register please email planning@woolwich.ca or
phone 519-669-6040. When registering you must provide your name, phone
number, email and the application number you would like to comment on. Once
you are registered the Committee Secretary will forward information on how to
connect to the Zoom meeting (i.e. zoom Wi-Fi login or conference call number).

If you are unsure whether or not you would like to speak at the meeting but want to
listen and have the option to comment on a particular application, please register
with the Committee Secretary (see above information). You will not be required to
speak if you do not want to.

WHY REGISTER

By registering staff can ensure that you are permitted access to the virtual meeting, we
know which application you are commenting on and, can call on you at the appropriate
time to comment if you wish to do so. As it is virtual, registering will provide a level of
security that is necessary to prevent unwanted guests from disrupting the meeting.
Applicants and their consultants will be automatically registered and contacted
accordingly by the Committee Secretary ahead of the meeting.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS

If you would like to comment on a particular application, staff always recommend
that you do so by:

e submitting a letter by mail or delivering it to the Township office at 24 Church
Street West, Elmira and placing it in the drop box on the Maple Street side of the
building; or

e submit an email to planning@woolwich.ca

You can also contact the Township Planner at 519-669-6033 to discuss any comments
/ concerns however, this is not considered a formal comment.

The Committee will consider submissions for or against the applications. All
submissions must be made no later than 4:30 p.m. on Thursday March 13, 2025
(Note that this date is before the meeting). Any submissions received will be included
in a comment package and presented at the meeting. This information is collected
and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general
public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing. Please note that while the Committee
may redact some personal information such as email addresses and phone numbers,
your submissions will otherwise be made public in their entirety.

This notice has been sent to commenting agencies, and to owners of property located
within 60 metres (200 feet) of the subject properties. If you wish to be notified of
any last minute changes to the agenda (i.e. withdrawal of an application) you must
contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or 1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or
by email to planning@woolwich.ca.

Notice of Decision: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent
to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who register for
the meeting. If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment
in respect to this application, you must submit a written request to the Committee
Secretary or register ahead of the meeting. This will also entitle you to be advised of
a possible Ontario Land Tribunal appeal.

Appeal of Minor Variance and Consent Applications: There is a 20-day appeal period
before a decision becomes final and binding. In accordance with Section 45(12) of
the Planning Act and Bill 23 — More Homes Built Faster Act only the applicant, the
municipality, certain public bodies or specified person (as defined in the Planning
Act) and the Minister, that have an interest in the matter have the right to appeal a
decision to the Ontario Land Tribunal.

QUESTIONS / FURTHER INFORMATION

Please feel free to reach out to Township Staff by phone or email to assist you should
you have any questions. Contact the Committee Secretary at 519-669-6040 or
1-877-969-0094 (Ext. 6040) or by email to planning@woolwich.ca
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\NOOlWIC rental lineup. s:zes?ﬂzotleli Residential Service
a Repairs & Installations

Woolwich
} ’ RENTALS

Finduson §

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca
100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

CLEAN ¢ DRY * SECURE

GEOFF
GAUDET
519-778-7473 (Pe)
Gaudetplumbing.ca

Filter Systems

+  HOME IMPROVEMENT

R-W Eleetrie Ltd.

For All Your Electrical Requirements

» Residential * Commercial
e Industrial

Randy Weber
ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
www.rwelectricltd.com

18 Kingfisher Dr., EImira | 519.669.1462

o [

o0
REDTRUCK

FREE ESTIMATES
519-505-2490

Wc%mmdﬁuﬂo/ Guaranfeed

519.505.2490
SCOTTSEILING@BELL.NET

SPECIALIZING IN
RESIDENTIAL RE-ROOFING

Seott,
SEILING

=11 ST. JACOBS

|ll GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

1553 King St. N.,
St. Jacobs, ON NOB 2NO

o Store Fronts
¢ Thermopanes
* Mirrors
© Screen Repair
* Replacement Windows
e Shower Enclosures
e Sash Repair

" 7EL 519-664-1202/519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 * 24 Hour Emergency Service

AMOS

ROOFING:

e Specializing in residential re-roofs

e Repairs ¢ Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW,
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114

In Business since 1973 e Fully Insured

+ HOME IMPROVEMENT

+ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

arwi

Concrete Construction.
Driveways ® Sidewalks e Curbs

Patios  Finished Floors e Retaining
Walls e Steps e Decorative/Stamped
and Coloured Concrete

www.marwilconcrete.ca

519-577-0370

« FLOORING

« Custom KITCHENS

« BATHROOM VANITIES
HEART& HOME « SICO Paint

M « Custom WINDOW BLINDS

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00  Evenings By Appointment

1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411

SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm e Auto ® Truck
Industrial
On-The-Farm Service

371 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-3232

R

THOMPSON’S

Auto Tech Inc.

Providing the latest technology
to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

R

e
!

AR
(NAPA» AUTOPRO  It's true
- - =

F

519-669-4400 300RIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

+ GENERAL SERVICES

CELEBRATING
15 YEARS 2009-2024

Residential & Commercial
Trimming & Removal

Hazardous Tree, Fencerow
& Stump Removal

Grapplesaw Crane
Brush & Whole Tree Chipping
Bulk Wood Chip Sales

8768 Hwy 6, Arthur, ON
519.848.5889

thomas@florapinetreeservice.ca
www.florapinetreeservice.ca

FLO%AP!NE
SERVICE

Horizorn

SEPTIC INSTALLATIONS
EXCAVATING
MINI EX SERVICE

Leon Horst ¢ 519-669-5022

(ELMIRA)

Septic Installations - Tile Repairs
Small Footings - Silo Footings

Maynard Martin

2512 Kressler Road RR1
St. Clements, ON NOB 2MO

Tel. 519-699-0507

PINE VALLEY
BACKHUE SE_BIGE

v ELECTRONICS

4 GENERAL SERVICES
While You Wait

Y SKATE

SHARPENING

s 5th PAIR
FREE'
PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter! \ R

22 Church St. W,, Elmira
| 3 Qi el 519-669-5537
Home Hardware SRSty ixith

(IBSTERVIEIR

Call Donna at 519-669-5790
ext. 104 to book this space!

SALES «d REPAIRS

Elmira
36 Oriole Pkwy E.
519-669-5551

LAPTOPS DESKTOPS MONITORS MACBOOKS

) (3

IPADS




Thursday, March 6, 2025 | THE OBSERVER

CLASSIFIEDS | 23

Y FAMILY ALBUM CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19 [i{el:]3 4>

Obituary Obituary Obituary Combatting

Trump
Weber, Aden

October 10, 1924 - March 2, 2025 > FROM 16

Aden passed away peacefully into the Oth(?rs are

presence of his Lord, at Derbecker’s requiring American

Heritage House LTC, St. Jacobs, at growers to secure

the age of 100 years. Beloved husband a foreign-product

of Martha (Burkhart) Weber (2020). supply to supplant

Cherished father of Don (Marg),
Mary Martin, Stewart, Joyce (Ernst)
Gaessler, Maynard (Lorraine), David
(Marilyn), and Linda (David) Gee.
Loved by 15 grandchildren, 37 great-
grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild. Visitation will take place
on Friday, March 28, 2025 from 2-4
and 6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira.
Interment will be held at 12 p.m. on
Saturday, March 29, 2025 in St. Jacobs
Mennonite Cemetery, 2035 Three
Bridges Road, St. Jacobs. A memorial
service will be held at 1:30 p.m. at
Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary
Church, 2 First Street, Elmira, with a
reception to follow in the fellowship
hall. As expressions of sympathy,
donations to Seeds International,
would be appreciated and may be
made through the funeral home. A full
notice will be published at a later date.

+» www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Obituary

Shantz, Martha

Martha passed away peacefully at
St. Mary’s Hospital with her family
present on Monday, March 3, 2025
at the age of 91 years. Beloved wife
of Urias for 70 years. Loving mother
of Paul (Marlene), Delphine (Paul)
Martin, Dale (Rosanne). Daryl (Arlene),
Ray (Doris), Miriam (Grant) Martin.
Will be missed by 41 grandchildren and
75 great-grandchildren. Survived by
sister Erma (Harvey) Gingrich, sisters-
in-law Almeda Shantz, Anne Shantz,
Edith Shantz, and Annie Gingrich.
Predeceased by her parents Mannasse
and Lydia Ann Weber, sister-in-law
Nancy (Walter) Martin, brothers-
in-law Melvin (Alice) Shantz, Noah
Shantz, Orvie Shantz, Aden Shantz,
and Abner Gingrich. Visitation will be
held on Friday, March 7, 2025 from 1-4
and 6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Private
family service will take place in the
funeral home chapel at 8:45 a.m. on
Saturday, March 8,2025 then to Goshen
Mennonite Meeting House for burial
and public service. As expressions
of sympathy donations to Christian
Aid Ministries would be appreciated
and may be made through the funeral
home. A heartfelt thank you to the staff
in the CCU at St. Mary’s Hospital for
their kind and compassionate care.

+ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

Brubacher, Edith (Joan)
August 21, 1935 - February 27, 2025

Passed away on Thursday, February 27,
2025 at St. Mary’s Hospital surrounded
by the love of her family. Beloved wife
ofthe late, Edward Yeoman (1957-1971)
and Cleason Brubacher (1973-2002).

Loving mother of, Lori Voisin (the
late Jerome “Butch” Voisin 2024)
and Debbie Yeoman. Cherished
grandmother to Jenna (Jeff) Durrer,
Scott Voisin, Blake (Danika) Voisin,
Amanda Smit, Vanessa (Chris)
Dietrich, and Phil (Jessica) Smit.
Adoring great grandmother (Gigi)
to Max, Nate, Reid, Kensie, Zachary,
Emma, Conor, Ethan and Charlie.

Joan will be dearly missed by her
sisters, Lois Watters (the late Ross
Watters 2016) and Barb (Al) Seymour.
Survived by many nieces and nephews
and fondly remembered by extended
family and friends.

Joan adored her grandchildren
and great-grandchildren and loved
spending quality time with them over
the years. Many fond and fun filled
memories are deeply cherished while
gathering at the trailer at Fisherman’s
Cove or later at her cottage in
Southampton. Joan was an avid sports
fan all her life and could be seen on
many occasions in the stands cheering
on and supporting her family. She will
be profoundly missed by all.

Cremation has taken place. A private
interment will be held at a later date
at Hillview Cemetery, Woodstock,
ON. Funeral arrangements entrusted
to the Henry Walser Funeral Home,
507 Frederick Street, Kitchener.
519-749-8467.

The family is grateful for the caring
and expert staff at Barnswallow Care
Community and to St. Mary’s hospital
for their guidance and compassion.

Asexpressions of sympathy, donations
to Grand River Hospital Foundation
would be appreciated by the family
(cards available at the Funeral Home).

Visit www.henrywalser.com for Joan’s
memorial.

% www.henrywalser.com
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Beal, Monica Anne (nee Raftis)

On Monday, February 24, 2025, Monica passed away peacefully
with her loving family by her side, after a proLonged illness.

Monicawas the beloved wife of Jason (Jay as she affectionately
called him) of over 23 years. She was an amazing and devoted
mother to Matthew and Emma. Loving daughter of Ron Raftis
and wonderful sister to Kevin Raftis. Monica is predeceased
by her loving mother, Susan (Haggstrom) Raftis.

Monica will be greatly missed by Father-in-law, Gord Beal,
Mother-in-law, Helen Beal, Brother-in-law, Jarrett Beal,
Sister-in-laws, Lori Raftis and Julie Beal, nephew, Patrick
and nieces, Lilly, Sarah and Laura.

Monica was born on August 18, 1973 to Ron and Susan Raftis,
in Hamilton, Ontario. Her parents stressed the importance
of family and promoted involvement in athletics and clubs
as she was growing up. Monica’s three lifelong friends
(Lee-Ann, Kim and Teresa) from high school have been there
for her throughout every step of life’s journey. Monica’s post
secondary education included an undergrad degree from
the University of Guelph and a diploma from Sir Sandford
Fleming college in Lindsay, where Monica and Jay first
met. Upon graduating, her career took her to Alabama for
several years working as a software trainer, travelling the
world including such places as Europe, the Middle East and
South Africa. During their time in Alabama Monica and
Jay had many adventures and immersed themselves in the
southern culture and lifestyle. She and Jay were married
in 2001 and had their first born, Matthew a couple of years
later. Upon returning to Ontario, Monica and Jay moved to
the Kitchener area where Emma was born. They eventually
settled in the nearby town of Maryhill to raise their family.
Monica’s interests included travel, camping, walks/athletics,
gardening, reading, homeopathy, glass bead window crafting,
volunteering at the kids’ schools and helping to coach her
kids’ sports teams.

We will remember Monica as a strong, loving, thoughtful and
kind person, who was as down-to-earth as they come. We feel
so fortunate to have had her in our lives, and we take comfort
in the fact that she’s been reunited with her mom.

We would like to thank the staff at the University of Alabama
at Birmingham hospital, University Hospital and Health
Sciences Centre in London, Guelph General hospital, Grand
River Hospital and St. Joseph’s Medical Centre for the
exceptional care they always provided to Monica over the
years. We would also like to thank all of the nurses and PSWs
that helped to care for Monica as well as the palliative nurses
and doctors that ensured Monica’s comfort and dignity.

In addition, we will be forever grateful to our family and
friends who have surrounded us with love and support
throughout this journey. Every gesture no matter how big or
small was felt and appreciated more than you know.

Monica’s family will receive relatives and friends from 2-5on
Sunday March 9, 2025 at the Wall-Custance Funeral Home
and Chapel, 206 Norfolk Street, Guelph, ON.

A service and celebration of Monica’s life will be held in
Maryhill with date/time to be announced.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the Brain Tumour Society of
Canada can be made in Monica’s name.

Thank you for the best years of my life. I feel so fortunate to
have been your husband. Your strength inspired me every day.
You are my everything and my forever and I look forward to
being with you again. Lots of love always.
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their U.S.-grown
Crops.

“Our first and by
far most urgent call
is for the Trump
Administration to
move quickly to
negotiate a stand-
down with these
important trading
partners,” Puglia
says.

For financial
reasons, Trump
may acquiesce in
the short term.

But he’ll be back.
The pushback by
Ontario Premier
Doug Ford and
Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has
absolutely been the
right approach to
slow him down, and
must continue.

OFA:
Tips for farm
employers
and young
workers alike

-> FROM7

or have a child who
wants to workon a
farm this summer,”
said Skyanda.

“The family
can watch this
webinar and have
abetter sense of
the questions they
should be asking
the employer, the
things they should
be looking out
for, how to iden-
tify hazards and
anything else they
should know.”

These webinars
are important
because they show
all the parts that
gointo an inter-
nal responsibility
system, noted
Skyanda.

“Both the
employers are
responsible for
identifying and
rectifying hazards
in the workplace,
but the employee
is also expected to
identify and report
hazards, and itis
all a part of the big
picture, so that’s
why we decided to
put these webinars
on.”



online-only format

Andrea Eymann

Observer Staff

ALL GAMES COME WITH
A mathematical proba-
bility of winning, and the
ubiquitous Roll Up To Win
contest at Tim Hortons is
no exception.

A University of Waterloo
mathematics professor
who discovered a strat-
egy in 2020 that led him
a98-per-cent success
rate when the contest
went digital during the
pandemic says the return
to paper cups this year
puts a bit of a wrench in
the gears.

Michael Wallace said the
contest, which started last
week and runs to March
23, got a bit more compli-
cated as something of a
hybrid.

The physical cups
give players a one-in-
six chance towin, and
nothing can be done to
boost your odds —it’s just a
matter of luck, he told The
Observer.

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: A
co-worker was diagnosed
with kidney disease last
year. He is now on dialysis
three times a week as he
waits for a kidney trans-
plant. He shared his hope
to get a living donor, ex-
plaining that he will have
a longer wait since there
are not as many diverse
people signed up as organ
donors. Can you explain
why this is and what can I
do to help?

However, the company
still has the digital game,
“and that’s where things
are less clear,” the math
professor said.

“Tim’s has changed
the prize assignment
rules, and it seems they
are trying to even out the
offerings distribution to
align with when people are
playing.”

Different rewards
are available, from the
easier-to-find free coffee
and donut to less likely
prizes such as Samsung
TVs or Cineplex gift cards
offering 75 free movies
for a year, which canbe a
cup-exclusive or app-ex-
clusive giveaway.

Along with the physical
cups, Tim’s customers
can use their app to then
get two digital attempts,
or one app and paper cup
chance with an eligible hot
beverage.

However, players would
receive one digital roll for
an eligible menu item that
is not a hot beverage.

It's about all of us.
Leading the way reporting about
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Report it: observerxtra.com/tips

Roll Up to Win contest.

Additionally, you can
increase your chance of
getting three app attempts
if you purchase a Tim
Hortons home product.

As Wallace pointed out,
finding an advantage will
likely be more difficult
this year.

“If you play at night time
when fewer people are
playing, there will also be
fewer prizes available,” he
discovered, as he will be
doing some experiments

More speed cameras
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A case of measles

Expanding its controversial speed-camera
program, Waterloo Region this week rolled
out seven new locations for ticketing, includ-
ing in front of Wellesley Public School on
Queen'’s Bush Road and St. Clement Catholic
Elementary School on Lobsinger Line.

to see if any probabilities
can be boosted in the digi-
tal version of the game.

He wants to see if the
app will give a better
chance than the one-in-six
odds with the reincar-
nated cups.

“My hunch is that the
digital app could still offer
better odds than the cups,
but I won’t know for sure
until later in the contest
after I've run my experi-
ments,” he said.

The Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public
Health this week confirmed a local case
of measles. In addition, an individual from
outside the region with a confirmed case
of measles attended an event in Guelph in
February. Measles spreads easily through

the air from person to person when an
infected person talks, coughs or sneezes,
the agency warns.

Doing the math on your chances to roll up & win

UW professor working on the
probabilities as Tim Hortons
reintroduces paper cups after shifting to

University of Waterloo mathematics Prof. Matthew Wallace working on the probability of finding a prize in the revamped Tim Hortons'
Submitted

When the contest
first went digital at the
height of the pandemic,
switching how the game
was once played, Wallace
decided to read the rules
very carefully as he
formed some theories.

Even though he didn’t
do any testing that first
year, he saved up his 96
rolls, leading him to win
67 coffees and 27 donuts
when he entered them all
around 5 a.m.

Myths about minority organ donation

0O Mayo
Clinic

Professional Clinical
Health Advice

ANSWER: Higher rates of
heart disease, high blood
pressure and diabetes

are present in minority
communities, contribut-
ing to more kidney failure.
Though organs are not
matched based on race
and ethnicity, certain
criteria, including blood

type and specific antibod-
ies, must be matched to
find a compatible organ.
People from various ethnic
groups will have a better
outcome with a donor
organ from someone of a
similar background.

Only about 30% of donor
organs are from people of
colour, so diverse organs
are less available.

So, unfortunately, your
colleague is correct in
that he would likely have

alonger wait time for a
transplant if waiting on
a deceased donor. Find-
ing aliving kidney donor
is often a faster route to
transplant.

Kidney donation is the
most common type of
living-donor transplant.
Donors give one of their
two healthy kidneys to
the recipient. People only
need one kidney to live a
healthy, active life.

However, thereisa

long-standing distrust of
the healthcare commu-
nity in certain minority
groups, and many myths
have been propagated
about the process around
organ donation, which has
resulted in people being
less likely to become organ
donors.

Some of the common
things I hear from
patients include:

Myth: If Tagree to
donate my organs upon

P .' ; ,
~710"

“This combined two of
my theories from the rules:
that prizes would build up
over time and that playing
in the middle of the night
would boost your odds,”
he said.

The advantage during
this time, before the coffee
chain changed its rules,
was that when a reward
was unused, it would be
re-randomized to a future

day in the contest.
-> ON AROLL 27

death, the hospital staff
won’t work as hard to save
my life.

Fact: People who are
organ donors will be
cared for if they are in
the hospital as any other
person. When you go to
the hospital for treat-
ment, the healthcare team
will focus on providing
care for you to save your
life until your injury or
condition is determined

- MAYO CLINIC 27

Join Us

Free Public Skate

Saturday, March 8th 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Woolwich Memorial Center
Dan Snyder Arena
Free Skate, Hot Cider & Treats
Sponsored by: Leroy's Auto Care

LEROY'S

AUTO CARE

Maintaining your car and your schedule

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.
Tel: (519) 669-1082
info@leroysautocare.net www.leroysautocare.net
Visit us online to book an appointment!
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This recipe makes

perfect guacamole

every time

To make a smooth
guacamole without
relying on the coarse
surface of a molcajete,

athree-legged Mexican
mortar made of volcanic

rock, we minced the onion

and chile by hand with
kosher salt; the coarse
crystals broke down the
aromatics, releasing their
juices and flavors and
transforming them into

a paste that was easy to
combine with the avocado
and other ingredients.
(The salt will also help

O America's
Test Kitchen

Rigorously tested
recipes that work.

the aromatics break down
in a regular mortar and
pestle.)

ADbitof lime zest added
further brightness without
acidity. We used a whisk to
mix and mash the avocado
into the paste, creating a
creamy but still chunky
dip. Chopped tomato
and cilantro added fruity
flavor and freshness.

Classic Guacamole

O 2tablespoons finely
chopped onion

O 1serrano chile,
stemmed, seeded, and
minced

O 1teaspoon Kosher
salt

O Yateaspoon grated
lime zest plus 11/2-2

1. Place onion, serrano,
Tteaspoon salt, and
lime zest on cutting
board and chop until
very finely minced.
Transfer onion mixture
to medium bowl and
stirin 11/2 table-
spoons lime juice.

2.Add avocados and,
using sturdy whisk,

tablespoons juice

O 3ripe avocados,
halved, pitted, and cut
into 1/2-inch pieces

O 1plum tomato, cored,
seeded, and cutinto
1/8-inch dice

0O 2tablespoons
chopped fresh cilantro

mash and stir mixture
until well combined
with some 1/4- to
1/2-inch chunks of
avocado remaining.

3.Stir in tomato and
cilantro. Season
with salt and up

to additional 11/2
teaspoons lime juice
to taste. Serve.

¥ For 25 years, confident cooks in the know have relied on America's Test
Kitchen for rigourously tested recipes developed by professional test cooks
and vetted by 60,000 at-home recipe testers. See more online at www.

americastestkitchen.com

Y FAITH DIRECTORY

Elmira
Mennonite
*\, Church

N

9:30am
Lent1—
“Christ Collides
With Our Bias”

Pastor Charleen angejan Harqer preaching
www.elmiramennonite.ca

58 Church St. W,, Elmira * 519-669-5123 m

COMMERCIAL

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

Kleensweep
Carpet Care S,

. eMattress Cleaning
“Commarce

* | ePersonalized Service
| eFree Estimates

West Montrose, ON

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

COLLEEN

INDUSTRIAL

Cardlock
m“‘& Man:::Imenl

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance
af
[77]

COMMERCIAL 4%

FUEL DEPOT fo

MILLWRIGHTS

MATERIAL HANDLING &
PROCESSING SYSTEMS

Design ¢ Installation ¢« Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105

1540 FLORADALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA
www.mgmill.com

create | protect | preserve

IyfestyleFinancial

your planning specialists

NANCY KOEBEL
519.744.5433

nancy.koebel@lyfestylefinancial.ca

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs,
critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.
652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

TOTAL

HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND
AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

KeerRite <> NI

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS
519.664.2008

Woolw:ich

&

Healthy -
Com muhn Itles - Projects & News

. Y COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

IFR

’, BUILDING CONTRACTORS

519-699-4641
www.freybc.com

INSTITUTIONAL

FRIDAY, MARCH 7

AGRICULTURAL

RESIDENTIAL

O Community World Day of Prayer Service at St.
James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira,
at 2 p.m. (note time change from previous years.)
This year's program features the Cook Islands.
Hope Fellowship will provide refreshments follow-
ing the service. For more information, contact Marie
519-502-7623.

O Knights of Columbus Fish Fry at St. Teresa of Avila
Parish Hall, 19 Flamingo Drive, Elmira. There will be
continuous seating from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Take-out
will be 4:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Purchase tickets by calling
519-669-3387 (Tuesday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m.) or by calling Rick Weishar at 519-577-5928.
Cost is: Adults $20, Children (6 to 12) $12, Children
(5 & under) free.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12

0O Senior's Community Dining at Wellesley Recre-
ation Complex. Community Care Concepts invites
you to join us at noon for lunch and fellowship. Cost:
$14. Please call to register by March 7 by calling
519-664-1900.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13

O Senior's Community Dining at Breslau Community
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join
us at noon for lunch and fellowship. Cost: $14. Please
call to register by March 7 by calling 519-664-1900.

OEvergreen Seniors’ Fellowship at Woodside
Church, Elmira, at 10:30 a.m. The Special Feature is
"Sharing the Good News by Radio” by Galcom Minis-
tries. Devotional and special music by Bob Heywood
on accordion. Registration is required by March 9 at
woodsidechurch.ca/evergreen or 519-669-1296. $10
donation at the door includes a hot lunch at noon.

SATURDAY, MARCH 15

O Elmira Legion Roast Beef Dinner. Legion Ladies
Aucxiliary dinner and fabulous desserts. 7 p.m. Menu
includes roast beef, mashed potato, seasonal vege-
table, coleslaw, and our dessert table. $20/adult,
$10/10 and under. Tickets in advance are available
at the Legion, 11 First St. E., EImira.

MONDAY, MARCH 17

O Woolwich Gardeners March Speaker presents Ben
Caesar (Fiddlehead Nursery, Kimberley) “Plants for
Edible Landscapes"” at St. James Lutheran Church,
60 Arthur St. S., ElImira (Wyatt St. entrance) from 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Woolwich Gardeners members
free; free-will donation for non-members. Open to
the public. Bring your own mug for refreshments
and treats.

TUESDAY, MARCH 18

O Gale Presbyterian Church Tuesday Luncheon.
Menu: Pork roast, mashed potatoes with gravy,
salad, vegetable, homemade bread and chocolate
cake. $12/person. Pay by cheque or e-transfer (
bookkeeper@galeprebyterian.com), or cash at the
door. Order by email: richard.mcfadden@galepres-
byterian.com, or by phone 519-669-2852 opt. 3.
Due to the popularity of our lunches, | suggest you
order as quickly as possible. The deadline is Friday,
March. 14 at noon. Meals will be offered on a first-
come, first-serve basis. We have been selling out to
capacity before the closing date.

¥ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online
at observerxtra.com/event-listing/

The place to
getinvolved.

*Volunteer Opportunities

+ Sub-Committee updates

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs SEewice
All Makes & Models

cuurn

9 Church St. E., Elmira

519-669-8362

Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Quality & Service

you can trust.

SMALL ENGINES & AUTO CLINIC

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

B\ Bauer Hearing

Education and Treatment

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919

charlene@bauerhearing.com
25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

SANYO CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

SPACE
FOR RENT

Advertise here for great weekly ~
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley
townships.

CALL Donna to book
this space today!

519-669-5790
ext. 104

healthywoolwich.org
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Word of the Week Find-A-Word THEME: DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 8 Letters 1 Word
DOFF
To doff a hat or other piece of J S H O R T E R N I G H T S ‘J E
clothing is to take it off E S P R I N G F O R W A R D N
Mini-Word
TCMLMINUTEZUUTTE
1 2 13 |4 LONGERDAYSXOETFIR (_,
3 ANSCHEDULEHSZEMG LETTERS
GDEBSCPEVENINGEY 11
6 ALARMTADJUSTMENT WORD
5 FALLBACKSI XCLOTCK
- MORNINGFSUNRI SERB
10 ADJUSTMENT FALL BACK MORNING SPRING FORWARD
ALARM HOUR SCHEDULE SUNRISE SOLUTION:
CLOCK JET LAG SECOND SUNSET
ACROSS DOWN ENERGY LONGERDAYS SHORTERNIGHTS TIME
1. On fire 1. Completely EVENING MINUTE SLEEP Figure out the mystery letters to complete this eight-letter word
5. Booty 2. . constrictor reading clockwise or counterclockwise.
6. Temporary 3. Devoted Crossword
suspension 4. Answer . .
9. Dwarf buffal . ACROSS 43. German thinker 54. Appears to be 5. Cretan archaeological 12. Respond to
- Dwart buttalo 7. On behalf of 1. Having the Immanuel 55. Office drawer treasure information (2wrds)
10. \(/:ericjjg’tcahtgle 8. Afairy worst smell 44. Hidden information money (2wrds) 6. Chemical compound  13. Those days, plurally
10. Middle Eastern 45, Yellow vehicles variant . 14. Dried and withered
Sudok herbal drug 46. Emeril's exclamation DOWN 7.S|\f\ggilzr;e;éhemat|0|an 21. Life preserver
udoku EASY 15. Land nearly 49. Sandwich cookies  1.ldaho's pride stuffing
surrounded by water . 8. Large amount 22. Home's service
- 50. Safe haven for ships 2. Look after . . :
9|8 1 16. Specialized ) ) 9. Tiny bit area (2wrds)
market segment 52. Red wine grape 3. Educational 10. Patell 23. Swi ital
17. Rel qf | 53.Microorganisms establishment Abbr. - Fatelia - DWISS capita
S 6182 - neleasediromaree “living without oxygen 4. Small drink 11. Cell structure 24. Ranch vacationer
3 4 5 18. E:)urg ﬂci}/r?(;mg researcher 25. Protective support
P . 1 2 I3 4 |5 s [7 |8 10 |11 [12 [13 [14 26. Lamb cry
2 619 19. Banned pesticide 27, Resell tickets
o A i
215139 I 20. Small diving duck 15 16 at a profit
21. Perfume ingredient 20. LP or CD
6 71 22. Computer 17 18
account holder 3O.IID_eso|thfc|> currency
2 4 23. Breakfast strip 19 212 Dgrpi r?vx;er
varieties . Dispatche
2]915|3 ! 24. One who owes 2 34. Finished, slangily
3 4 money 37. Interferes with
24 |25 |2
27. Green leaf o harmfully
below petals 38. Perception-related
Sudoku HARD . 28
28. Jamaican 40. Carpentry joint
C|tru§ fruits 33 41. Eagle's nest
8 1 29. Ancient Greek 42. Part of a play
citadel 36 ,
119 418 33. Clock face 43.241s pure
. 44. Bread pieces
34. Prison slang for Rt
9 timeservedg in “qu_'d )
21516 |7 4 35. Former VP Al 45. Walking stick
3 4 2 36. Worthy of respect 46. Rum-soaked cake
38. Protest technique 47. Gets older
7 9 (2wrds) = 48. Work together well
39. Add more fuel 50. Lucky circumstance
(2wrds) 55 51. Arabian Nights
719 41511 40. Stand against creature
41. Refugee's 54
3 4 6 sanctuary

Route Available in EImira

Ideal candidates will:

e Have reliable transportation (walk, bike, car)
e Beavailable Thursdays

e Bereliable and work independently

« Be able to lift bundles weighing up to 20 Ibs

To apply, contact Joe Merlihan at 519-669-5790
x107 or apply online. Please provide your name,
address, phone number, and area you are

observerxtra.com/carriers

interested in delivering.

Apply today!
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MAYO CLINIC: Debunking some common myths

-> FROM 24

to be nonrecoverable. A
transplant team will not
become involved before
your condition is deemed
asunsurvivable.

Myth: People who
donate organs or tissues
can’t have an open-casket
funeral.

Fact: Donors’ bodies
are treated with care
and respect. And they’re
dressed for burial. No one
can see that they donated
organs or tissues.

Myth: I'm too old to
donate. Nobody would
want my organs.

Fact: There’s no defined
cutoff age for donating
organs. The decision to
use your organs is based
on strict medical criteria,
not age. Don’t prematurely
disqualify yourself. Let the
doctors decide at the time
of your death whether
your organs and tissues
are suitable for transplan-
tation.

Myth: My family will
be charged if I donate my
organs after death.

Fact: The organ donor’s
family never pays for
their donation. The donor
family pays for all the
medical care once you are
determined to be a possi-
ble donor. Sometimes,
families think those costs

are for organ donation. But
the person who gets the
organs for transplant pays
the costs for removing the
organs.

Myth: Becoming a living
donorisalengthy and
costly process.

Fact: Anyone interested
in becomingaliving
donor will have to undergo
online screening and an
in-depth physical and
psychological evaluation
process to ensure they
are a good candidate for
donation. The recipi-
ent’s insurance always
covers the cost. However,
there are some programs
available to compensate
potential donors for time
lost from work or school
or to help with travel or
dependent care expenses.
Once a donor is approved,
the time frame is up to the
donor, recipient and the
respective care teams.

Myth: Being aliving
donor will shorten my
lifespan.

Fact: Most healthy
people can live with only
one kidney. We expect a
person to live a full and
normal life following their
donation. At Mayo Clinic,
we have living donors who
have gone on to do incredi-
ble athletic feats, includ-
ing climbing Kilimanjaro,

running marathons and
having children.

Myth: As a living donor,
I must be on medication
for the rest of my life.

Fact: Living donors do
not have any long-term
medication requirements
after donation.

Myth: Icanonlybe a
living donor if 'm a match
for someone.

Fact: Even if someone
wants to be a donor for a
relative or friend but is
found to be incompatible,
they can still donate as
part of a paired kidney
donation chain. This
process allows two or more
donors to be matched with
appropriate recipientsin
an exchange.

You can help your
colleague by sharing
information about organ
donation and encourag-
ing others — particularly
those with diverse back-
grounds — to consider
becoming donors. It truly
is a gift of life. Go to the
Donate Life America
website to learn more
about signing up tobe an
organ donor.

¥ Mayo Clinic Q& A is an
educational resource and
doesn't replace regular medical
care. E-mail a question to
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.
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UW Prof. Matthew Wallace, whose go-to Tim Hortons order is an extra-large steeped tea with two
milks, has tested several math probability theories to beat the odds in the coffee chain’s Roll Up to

Win promotional contest.

Submitted

ON A ROLL: More research needed to determine the odds

-> FROM 24

“This meant that it was
just as likely a prize could
be re-randomized to the
last day of the contest,”
Wallace noted.

He added: “This created
a ‘cascade’ effect, where
prizes would build up
towards the end of the
contest.”

However, the next
time the game was out,
Tim’s tweaked their
rules, Wallace figures his
strategy to only play in the
early morning and save all
his rolls would still work.

Yet, he didn’t win at all,
sparking the light bulb
that he had to change his
strategy.

In 2022, he was exper-
imenting with different

times of the day and week.

It wasn’t until 2023 that
he got a big change when
the multinational Cana-
dian coffeehouse started
publishing the number of
rewards that were won on
the app.

“Itracked these data
and used them to build
amodel of what times
people were playing,” he
said, discovering the best
and worst times to enter
when the fewest or most
people were engaged in
the contest.

“This ended up being
about 3:15 a.m. as the best
time and 11:45 a.m. as the

worst,” he noted.

In 2023, he finally got
abit of a winning streak
back, as he won 50 per
cent, including coffee and
donuts at the best time of
the day.

But he also discovered
playing close to noon was
the worst, with just 10 per
cent of the time scoring a
win.

This season of the
game, as the rules were
tweaked once again with
the cups brought back,
Wallace noted he would
continue to experiment
with different times of
the day but, more impor-
tantly, different days of
the week.

DOUG TRELEAVEN

Conservative Candidate for Kitchener—Conestoga

"DOUG WILL PUT CANADA FIRST |

\.

Proud Canadian

e Local Tech Leader
e Successful Entrepreneur
e Fraud Prevention Expert

VOTE (X ONSERVATIVE

J

Support Doug and request

a lawn sign at VoteDoug.ca

Authorized by the Financial Agent for the Kitchener—Conestoga Conservative EDA

Conservative
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FOODLAND: He’s focused on value-added service

-> FROM 16

proud history that
includes its annual maple
syrup festival, the Food-
land franchise owner
believes the town offers a
great business opportu-
nity for him.

“There’s huge potential
here - this is a growing
community,” he said.

In particular, Kelly
hopes to grow the hot
food offerings at the store,
based on his customers’
needs.

“There’s a lot of young
families, and as a parent
with a young family
myself, Tunderstand that
time is of the essence,” he
explained.

“You could price out
going to McDonald’s and
feeding your family with
four combos, or come here
and get yourself some
wedges, barbecue chicken
and some salad.

“And, all of a sudden,
that’s cheaper than going
to McDonald’s, and it’s
better quality food too,
so that’s one thing we can
leverage.”

Quality is vital to Kelly.
And buying local ingredi-
ents as much as possible
too.

While standing near a
bushel of apples near the
doorway, he notes that he

Andrew Kelly at his new store in

Elmira. Julian Gavaghan

has enjoyed attending the
Elmira Produce Auction
and buying fruit like that.

Kelly says he under-
stands the growing budget
constraints many families
have but believes Food-
land can compete on
value, if not always price.

“Every dollar doesn’t
go as far as it used to, so
you’ve got to show custom-
ersvalue,” he explained.

“We aren’t the cheapest
guy on the block, but our
offering is different. We’re
not Food Basics, you know.

“When I was in Mount
Forest, we were right
across the road from No
Frills, and I used to say
‘They are no frills and I'm
all the frills.’

“So, if you want your
meat cut in-house and you
want Canadian triple-A,
high-quality beef, this is
where you come.

“If you want to order a
cake and have a custom
cake made for you, this is
where you come.

“You want fresh baked
bread that’s baked in store
or cooked meals that are
ready to go, or specific
sliced quantities of deli
meat, this is where you go.

“You can’t get that at
Food Basics. We offer the
services that you don’t get
at a discount store.

“Of course, that costs
more as more employees
are required to do it.”

That, he says, is a big
part of why he loves Food-
land, which is part of the
Sobey’s-owned Empire
Company. But there are
other reasons too.

“Ilove the fact that we
own them. It’s not just
corporate. We have owner-
ship init.” Kelly explained.

“Ireally take pride in
what we do. It’s a Cana-
dian-owned parent
company. We have to fully
support as many local
suppliers as we can.

“Alot of these suppliers
I've worked with in various
capacities for many, many
years.

“SoTjustlove that
emphasis that the Food-
land brand specifically
puts on supporting our
local suppliers.”

DYER: Europe takes a new tack on Russian threat

-> FROM 09

a pro-Moscow U.S. admin-
istration, they will have to
figure out how to extend
those modest British and
French nuclear forces to
protect all the NATO coun-
tries of Europe. Astonish-
ingly, they seem ready to
giveitatry.

“We have a shield and
[the non-nuclear NATO
countries] don’t,” said
French President Emman-
uel Macron on Saturday,
“and they can no longer
depend on the American
nuclear deterrent. We need
astrategic dialogue with

Macron told Le Parisien
newspaper on Saturday.
Germany'’s Friedrich
Merz agrees, and Macron
adds that he is ready to
build an “autonomous
European (nuclear)
defence independent of
NATO,” although he reck-
ons that it will take five to
ten years to complete.
This is a momentous
event: an entire continent
is taking its leave from an
alliance that has lasted for
eight decades, although
its ghost may be around
for some time. Trump and
his acolytes may be gone

the case may be), but it’s
very unlikely that Humpty
Dumpty can be put back
together again.

The war in Ukraine
will continue, at least for
awhile, because Putin
wants to keep all the
territory he has conquered
and probably some more
besides. There will be no
cease fire or NATO ‘peace-
keepers’ in Ukraine; the
Russians think they are
on a winning streak. And
although nobody loved
the old world order, we’ll
miss it now that it’s gone.

It was at least orderly.

those who don’t have it,” in four years (or not, as The next phase won’t be.
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