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Slower home sales
as buyers show
more caution

in the market

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

THE NUMBER OF
HOUSES SOLD in Wool-
wich and Wellesley has
slumped by more than half
within a year as cautious
potential buyers wait for
expected interest rate
drops, say realtors.

Atotal of 34 sales closed
over the last three months
compared to 85in the
same period in 2023 as
homes sit on the market
longer, new data shows.

The number of pending
sales from January 20 to

April 20 was 76, with other
deals set to close in the
coming months.

But it still represents
some nervousness about
buying, said Scott Miller of
Conestogo-based Red and
White Realty.

“A lot of people are just
holding and waiting for
the interest rate to drop.
ButIthink less inventory
is keeping prices steady,”
he said.

Data from the MLS sales
system shows that the
average price actually fell
2.7 per cent in Woolwich

-> HOUSING 6

Some 1 500 high school students in region face suspension

Region of Waterloo Public Health officials see a number of issues at play as nhumbers increase dramatically this time around

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

ALMOST 1,500 WATER-
LOO REGION HIGH
school students were
banned from classrooms
Wednesday because their
vaccine records were not
up to date.

That figure is almost
three times the number
who were suspended five
years ago, the last time

Ontario’s immunization
rules were fully enforced
in the period before the
pandemic.

The 1,428 teenagers face
having to stay home for 20
school days until May 30,
during a busy period of
preparing for June exams,
unless they log their
vaccines before then.

The announcement by
Region of Waterloo Public
Health came six days

T

after the return to school
of the last 59 out 02,969
elementary students who
were initially banned on
March 27.

David Aoki, the region’s
director of infectious
disease and chief nursing
officer, said many of the
suspended high schoolers
had not received shots for
meningitis.

The highly infectious
virus is known as the

“kissing disease” because
it is commonly caught

by teenagers and those

in their early 20s when
young people often
congregate in close quar-
ters.

The vaccine for it is
routinely given in schools
to Grade 7 pupils and a
lot of current second-
ary students missed out
because they were forced
to stay home during the

pandemic, Aoki said.

He also said others
were missing their Tdap
booster for tetanus, diph-
theria and pertussis that
is given between the ages
of14 and 16, a decade after
first receiving the vaccine.

“The main reason that
more students have been
suspended is because it
has been five years since
suspensions were last
enforced,” Aoki explained.

“Because of this there
were some parents where
it went by the wayside and
there were missed oppor-
tunities for catch-ups
because of the pandemic.”

He said increased
vaccine skepticism may
also be a factor, although
he noted that there were
not more exemption
letters than previous

years.
- VACCINES 10
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A Good

Starts with a Good Mattress
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FLIPPABLE MATTRESS

WHITNEY 2-SIDED EUROTOP ADELINE EUROTOP

Flippable Mattress! ¢ 1166 Pocket Coils 416-13 gauge spring coil system
Viscose Foam Layer ¢ 2” High Density Foam Organic Bamboo Cover
Double Fibre Pad/Lumbar Support Heavy duty fibre pad/lumbar support
QUEEN MATTRESS QUEEN MATTRESS

TWIN MATTRESS $699 $ TWIN MATTRESS $249 $
DOUBLE MATTRESS $749 DOUBLE MATTRESS $279
KING MATTRESS $999 KING MATTRESS $499
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GARNET QUEEN MATTRESS
POCKET COIL
« Comfort Pocket Coils
* Bamboo Cover
« Insulator Pad
« 11/2” Bio Comfort Foam
«1/2” Bio Trizone Visco BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

Springwall’

ALEXIS QUEEN MATTRESS

POCKET

COIL

816 Zoned Pocket Coils

with Gel Memory Foam

plus Memory Foam BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

Springwall’

LISA QUEEN MATTRESS
PILLOWTOP

POCKET COIL $ 7 9 9
816 Zoned Pocket Coils
with Gel Memory Foam

plus Memory Foam
plus Latex BOXSPRING SOLD SEPARATELY

Yeautyrest Peautyrest . Peautyrest

ENHANCE TIGHT TOP COASTAL PILLOWTOP PLUSH EXISTANCE EXTRA FIRM

« 17 AirCool Foam « 1/2" BeautyTech Gel Foam . 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam

* 1/2” Gel Memory Foam « 1/2” Gel Memory Foam . 1/2” Beautyrest Gel Foam

« 1/2” BeautyTech Gel Foam * 2" BeautyTech Gel Foam - 1" BeautyTech Gel Foam

QUEEN MATTRESS QUEEN MATTRESS QUEEN MATTRESS

TWIN MATTRESS $599 TWIN MATTRESS $899 TWIN MATTRESS $1299
DOUBLE MATTRESS $699 DOUBLE MATTRESS $999 DOUBLE MATTRESS $1399
KING MATTRESS $1299 KING MATTRESS $1599 KING MATTRESS $1999

REFLEXION ADJUSTABLE

POWER BASES
CHOOSE THE RIGHT
ONE FOR YOUR NEEDS

LIFT BASES FROM

REFLEXION PULSE

* HEAD & FOOT LIFT
COMFORT

* USB PORTS

THE RENAISSANCE QUEEN MATTRESS
LUXURY FIRM pLUSH & BOXSPRING

* 1200 Zoned Comfort Pockets MFORT CherprOCtIC
* Gel Quilt Foam Layer CO Wake up at your best
* An Extra Layer of BioFoam

* Ice Viscogel Added Layer

SLEEPEZZZ

d#MATTRESS EXPRESSu

=B CAMBRIDGE KITCHENER WATERLOO
415 HESPELER RD. 844 COURTLAND AVE, E. 354 KING ST. N.
MATTRESS
519-624-2495 519-579-7778 519-746-5056
$1 2 9 CORNER OF HESPELER & BISHOP AT THE EXPRESSWAY BESIDE ON KING, SOUTH OF COLUMBIA
-ACROSS FROM MCDONALDS JAMIESON TRUCK RENTAL IN THE AYRES BULK FOOD BUILDING
MON-FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5  MON-FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-5, SUN 12-5  MON-FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-5, CLOSED SUN

CASH & CARRY

ONLY SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE... SLEEP-EZ22.CA

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

$200 OFF

TEMPUR-PEDIC
MATTRESS

(Expires June 21st, 2023)
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Wilmot Ecumenical
Working Group
marks Red Dress
Day on May 5

Bill Atwood

Observer Staff

INRESPONSETOA
CALL for religious orga-
nizations to honour and
acknowledge Murdered
and Missing Indigenous
Women and Children and
2-Spirited (MMIWG2S+)
people in Canada, nine
Wilmot churches have
joined together to mark
this Sunday’s Red Dress
Day by hanging a red
dress each of their loca-
tions.

As this is the first time
churches in Wilmot have
banded together to mark
the day, this is a signif-
icant step for bringing
more awareness to the
day and the issues, said
Tammy Gagon, a Métis
person who helped orga-
nize the dress hanging.

“It’s a big deal because
with truth and reconcil-
iation we need to build
the communication up
between Indigenous
people and the settler
community,” Gagnon
said.

“Soit’s all about learn-
ing and knowledge shar-
ing...with nine churches
they have their congre-
gations so they reach a
wide audience of people.
So when they’re hanging
ared dress at the church,
there’s a large audience
that’s probably going to
ask, ‘Hey, why do you
have that red dress hang-
ing up there? Soit’san
opportunity for sharing
knowledge and educating
people about things that
are going on within our

community,” she said.

Red Dress Day came
out of a 2010 Winnipeg
art installation by Métis
artist Jamie Black, whose
REDress display gath-
ered several hundred red
dresses and hung them in
public spaces around the
city.

According to the
Assembly of First Nations,
Indigenous women
make up 16 per cent of all
female homicide victims
and 11 per cent of missing
women in Canada despite
only making up only 4.3
per cent of the popula-
tion.

The call for religious
organizations to partic-
ipate in the Red Dress
initiative came from Elder
Nina De Shane of the
Wilmot Family Resource
Centre and is being led by
the Wilmot Ecumenical
Working Group on Indig-
enous/Settler Relations,
(WEWGISR).

Marie Pavey, a member
of alocal Mennonite
church and WEWGISR,
said it is just one way to
build a relationship with
Indigenous people.

“We look for invitations
because, as settlers, we've
done alot of and are doing
alot of harm when we do
things, so when we look
for invitations from their
community to ours, we
pay attention to that. We
try to respond as opposed
to say to saying ‘this is
what we think needs to
be done,’ because that’s
happened alot, and that’s
why we’ve ended up in

- RED DRESS 32

If it matters to you.

It matters to us.

News tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Online: observerxtra.com/tips

exhibition" at EDSS on May 23.

Church Street closure
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From the archives

The region having resumed work on the
final stages of the reconstruction of Church
Street East in Elmira, there have already been
some lane closures recently. Starting May 13,
however, the region plans to close all access
along the route for two weeks, a brief repeat
of last summer.

.

¥ 4 Beil’.
Scott Kuehl demonstrates his chess moves at home in Elmira as he prepares for a “simultaneous

Julian Gavaghan

Ontarians awoke to an open market for elec-
tricity May 1, but the local utility expects few
immediate changes in the wake of deregula-
tion. In the new market, consumers now have
a choice of retailers from whom that can buy
electricity. The deregulation mandated by

the provincial government follows the model
established a few years ago for natural gas.

From the May 4, 2002 edition of The Observer
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Chess enthusiast to take on
multiple players at EDSS event

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

SCOTT KUEHL HAS
PLAYED CHESS more
than 10,000 times in the
50 years since he first
learned the game of kings.
Hestill can’t get enough
of it.

That’s why the Elmira
expert is hoping to take
on ten EDSS students on
separate boards by himself
in a special “simultaneous
exhibition” during their
lunch hour.

And while it may
not have the Cold War
connotations of Fischer
v. Spassky or the shock
factor of the 2022 world
championship cheating
scandal involving a certain

kind of beads, the May 23
event still promises plenty
of drama.

“Last year when I did
it for the first time, it was
against nine students and
Iwon 9-0. And Istill had
time to help them clear
up,” he said.

“I think people will want
toseeif I can match whatI
did again this year.”

He said last year the
students who came to
watch “seemed to like
watching me scurrying
around” as he made his
moves.

“Ibasically go in a big
circle, going around all the
different boards making
moves and then, when I
come back to the board,
you make your move, then

I make my move, and we
keep going,” he explained.

Part of his EDSS gambit
is trying to encourage
more people to play
chess in Waterloo Region
because he fears the game
in Canada and North
Americais falling behind
Europe, where the major-
ity of top tournaments are
now played for increas-
ingly large sums of money
and with record popular-
ity.

Kuehl, who has won
several solo tournaments
and even finished high
up in the U.S. Open Chess
Championship in Las
Vegas in 2017, says simul-
taneous games pose a
different challenge.

> CHESS 5

Region
pitches plan
to tackle
chronic

homelessness
Bill Atwood

Observer Staff

REGIONAL COUNCIL
LAST WEEK ACCEPTED
anew plan aimed at
ending chronic homeless-
ness in the region, with
agoal of reaching “func-
tional zero” or having less
than 0.1 per cent of the
population be homeless by
2030.

The details, including
how much money that will
cost, will be rolled out later
this year as part of the 2025
budget process, however.

A report to council esti-
mates a capital investment
of $110 million in emer-
gency shelter, transitional
housing, and supportive
housing will be needed. It
also calls for an increase in
operating spending of $5
to $8 million each year for
the next six years.

Peter Sweeney, commis-
sioner of community
services, noted at the April
24 meeting there is a “high
level of alignment between
the plan through a hous-
ing first and human rights
the federal approach” to
ending chronic homeless-
ness, meaning that it will
inform their advocacy
strategy when making
funding requests.

For 2024, council
budgeted $245 million for
affordable housing and
homelessness, with 23
per cent of that directed
toward homelessness
and supportive housing
programs.

The plan, officially
dubbed the Plan to End

-> HOMELESSNESS 6
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FREE DELIVERY | 10 Church St. W., Elmira 519.669.8282

- Ostomy & Home Health Care

*See store for details.

Wednesday is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount”

Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

.- Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized)
- Compounding

- Compliance Packaging

- Free Blood Pressure Check
- Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

OPEN: Monday to Thursday 9am - 7pm; Friday 9am - 6pm; Saturday 9am - 3pm; Closed Sunday

=

\

[er>

\




4 | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER | Thursday, May 2, 2024

HEARTS OPEN FOR EVERYONE

HEARTSOPENFOREVERYONE.CA
f @HEARTSOPENFOREVERYONE

GLOBAL FLAVOURS

A COMMUNITY FEAST

May 11, 2024 15-8 PM
Gale Presbyterian Church

Experience the Music, Taste the World, and Connect with
Community!

CELEBRATE ASIAN CULTURE MONTH A WORLD OF FLAVOURS AND FUN
Enjoy a live performance by a Guzheng Indulge in mouth-watering local Chinese,
musician, a traditional Chinese instrument, ~ Ghanaian, Indigenous and Latin dishes, just to

provided by our friends from the KWCG Asian  name a few! You also won't want to miss
Culture Club! KWCG’s Asian-inspired photo booth. It will be a

fun time the whole family will enjoy!

SPACE IS LIMITED. REGISTER AT:
https://bit.ly/GlobalFlavoursRegister

Thanks to our funders:

B

WOOLWICH &S

TOWNSHIP




Thursday, May 2, 2024 | THE OBSERVER

Increased demand at Wellesley Food Cupboa

=

Bill Atwood

Observer Staff

FOLLOWING AN
INCREASE IN THE
number of people it
serves, the Wellesley Food
Cupboard has put out a
call for donations to make
up for the demand.

That comes at a time
when people generally do
not think as much about
giving compared to other
times of the year, said
organization chair Christa
Gerber.

“It’s just this natural
cycle of giving, and unfor-
tunately in spring and
summer, we don’t think
of that time. We’ve made
it through the reserves
we had stored up from
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas and now our reserves
are getting lowered,” she

explained.

In addition to house-
holds that receive
monthly food assistance
and gift cards, the group is
now supporting 24 house-
holds with perishable
items every other week.
That’s an increase over the
20 households it normally
provides assistance too.
At $40 a box, that increase
makes a huge difference,
Gerber said.

“It does when you
think of each box is $40.
And they’re getting two
amonth. And some of
them are getting more
than that because they’re
alarger family, though
some are getting less than
that because they might
just be a single person. I
think the biggest thing
that is eye-opening for me
is the families that need

assistance have needed
it now more than they’ve
ever needed it before,” she
said, noting that current
funds will not last until
the end of the year.

Increased demand is
due to a mixture of people
that are working, but

whose wages have not
kept up with inflation,
as well an increase of
cupboard users that are
on disability support, she
said.

“Itjust goes to show
that the government is not
supporting people with

CHESS: He’s got a number of events lined up to promote the game locally

-> FROM 3

“The hardest thing is to
maintain focus because
you’re playing so many
different positions at the
same time,” he explained.

“So at one particular
moment, you have to
absorb what’s going on on
one of the boards and then
you have to be able to do
that for each of them.

“And because you have
an hour and are playing
eight or nine players ata
time, it’s not like you’re
sitting at one board for five
minutes; you're lucky if
you’re at one board for 10
to 20 seconds.”

Kuehl has also been
on the other side of the
board in a simultane-
ous match after playing
Swedish grandmaster Pia
Cramling and Canadian
international master Deen
Hergott in separate events.

“I did as well against
them as these high school
students did against me,”
said the father-of-two, who
has been married to his
wife Elizabeth for 29 years.

Despite worrying
about the future of chess
in Canada, Kuehl, who
learned the game as an
11-year-old growing up in
Kitchener, said children

Scott Kuehlis looking to grow the game's appeal locally, including

setting up a chess club in Elmira.

are increasingly learning it
from a young age.

“Nowadays, you have
kids that are already
grandmasters at 12 years
old because they’ve been
tutored,” said the 61-year-
old, who works as a
Linamar receiving inspec-
tor and says the numbers
and pattern recognition he
uses for his job are similar
to the game he plays recre-
ationally every day.

In his efforts to grow the
game, Kuehl has organized
two Horse and Buggy
Chess Opens at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre in
Elmira and he has been

Julian Gavaghan

surprised by the ages of
the competitors.

“At the second Horse
and Buggy, I had a five-
year-old in the tourna-
ment playing,” he noted.

In 2021, American
Abhimanyu Mishra, then
aged 12 years, four months
and 25 days, became the
youngest ever grand-
master, the highest title
in chess and just above
international master in
rankings.

Chess was born out of
a1,500-year-old Indian
game called chaturanga
and spread from there to
Persia, where it morphed

into its current form with
the name shatranj.

Because the Persian
word for king is “shah,”
like the ones who ruled
Iran until 1979, the
winning move was called
“shah mat”, which became
known in English as
“checkmate”.

The game spread via
Arab Muslim rulers to
Spain, from where it
spread across Europe
and became particularly
popular in royal courts
as a game of strategy that
could be likened to war.

This year, at Floradale
Mennonite Church on
August 24, Kuehl is host-
ing a quick chess tourna-
ment to raise money for
the Elmira Chess Club he
is hoping to set up.

Games will be limited to
25 minutes with a five-sec-
ond increment from the
first move.

The Horse and Buggy
Fundraiser Quick requires
membership of the Chess
Federation of Canada and
will be an officially rated
tournament with a $20
entry fee. More informa-
tion about this and other
chess events can be found
online at www.chess.ca/
en/events.

An increase in the number of
households it supports saw the
Wellesley Food Cupboard put
out a call for donations.

disabilities, it’s really sad.”
Beyond monetary dona-
tions, the most needed
items are cereal, school
snacks and baby food.
“When you can have
those extra gifts to hand
out, that’s just saying to
someone else is think-

COMMUNITY NEWS | 5

rd a sign of the times

ing about you. Baking
supplies is another one.
Alot of our families bake,
and a bag of flour is very
expensive — anything like
that is really always help-
ful,” Gerber added.

“A lot of people like to
give canned goods and,
unfortunately, it’s just
not as popular as obvi-
ously things like a box of
granola bars or a big box of
cereal.”

Those looking to donate
can send an e-transfer to
office@wellesleymenno-
nite.ca or mail a cheque
payable to Wellesley
Mennonite Church with
“Food Cupboard” in the
for line to 157 David St.,
Wellesley, ON, NOB 2TO.
Those in need are asked
to contact the group via
email at wellesleyfood-
cupboard@gmail.com.

&
Eli Bauman, 6, shows off his messy hands (top) while Jennifer

Ellis helps her daughters Emma, 8, and Maria, 10, make slime at
the Elmira Library's Homeschooler STEAM Club on Apr. 25.

Julian Gavaghan

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484
www.elmirainsurance.ca
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see well. look great®

Dr. Stephen

Morris
Optometrist

miya NOW ACCEPTING

~\

NEW PATIENTS

Evening appointments available

Dr. Alice

Chen
Optometrist

pHone: 519-669-0012

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

(Beside the Clocktower Wellness Centre)

Give us

care of
the rest!

VZ

ZBIN

RENTALS INC.

Serving:

Residential,

your mess,
we'll take

Kitchener, Waterloo,
Cambridge, Guelph
& Surrounding areas

Commercial, Farm

7,10,14,16,
20, 40 yard bins
available

For more information
or to book your bin:

zbinrentals.com
519-340-4489
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A two-vehicle collision occurred in the vicinity of Arthur Street
North and Florapine Road north of Elmira. No one was injured,
and police say the investigation continues, with charges antici-
pated. Bill Atwood

Bring J
your savings

Better things come from someone who knows you.
Call today to get a quote.

Jeff Watkin, Agent

Suite 204A 151 Frobisher Dr
Waterloo ON N2V 2C9
519-886-4470
jeff@jeffwatkin.com
www.jeffwatkin.com

o StateFarm: # 1s wow O Desjardins

Insurance

Desjardins Insurance refers to Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company,
underwriter of automobile and property insurance or Desjardins Financial
Security Life Assurance Company, underwriter of life insurance products.
Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks of the
Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.

State Farm branded policies are underwritten by Certas Home

and Auto Insurance Company.

®State Farm and related trademarks and logos are registered trademarks
owned by State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, used
under licence by Certas Home and Auto Insurance Company and certain
of its affiliates.

NO6760L8L

& FAMILY e

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 20 YEARS!

ALL TYPES OF
EXCAVATING SERVICES

* RETAINING WALLS
* DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
CATCH BASIN, ETC.

LICENSED SEPTIC
INSTALLER

* SPECIALIZE IN SEPTIC SYSTEMS

SEPTIC TANK
PUMPING

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

HOUSING: Higher prices, concerns about interest rates have impact on buyers

-> FROM1

and Wellesley compared
to last year, falling from
$921,644 to $896,135.

Miller, however,
cautioned that the rela-
tively small data sample
for the two townships
could skew the figures and
he felt that, overall, prices
had “stayed around the
same.”

They still remain about a
third below the pandemic
peak, when the average
home fetched more than
$1.3 million, however.

He expects prices to rise
by around 4 per cent over
the next 12 months, with
an expected reduction in
mortgage costs boosting
demand.

Many experts predict
the Bank of Canada’s
benchmark interest rate of
5 per cent will be lowered
by 0.25 percentage points
onJunes.

The Bank has decided
to keep its overnight rate
frozen at six consecutive
meetings, which are held
eight times a year.

But at the last one, on
April 10, Governor Tiff
Macklem said he was
“encouraged” by a cool-
ing of inflation, with the
consumer price index stay-
ing under 3 per cent since
the beginning of the year.

Interest rates began
rising from a record low
of 0.25 per cent in March
2022 after being held at the
level for two full years.

Inflation peaked at 8.1
per cent in June of that

year and has been steadily
falling since, although is
still higher than the Bank’s
2 per cent target.

Falling house sales
locally reflect national
trends, with the Canadian
Real Estate Association in
January revealing that the
number had fallen to the
lowest level since the 2008
recession.

Two weeks ago, the
Building for Land Develop-
ment Association revealed
that new home sales in
the Greater Toronto Area
were also at record lows as
“buyers remained on the
sidelines.”

Within Woolwich and
Wellesley, the latest figures
show that the most expen-
sive properties were sold in
the Breslau, Bloomingdale
and Maryhill areas.

The cheapest were in
Elmira, which, compared
to the other communities,
has a bigger mix of prop-
erties, including many

i _avq“l

One of the houses that is currentl

e
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y for sale in Elmira as buyers wait for lower interest rates.

apartments.

The list below shows the
average closing and listing
prices over the last three
months in all communities

During that month 41
properties sold, compared
to 16 in March this year.

The current average sold
price in the two townships

where properties were is almost 32 per cent below
actually sold: the pandemic-era high of
+ Community ¥ Closing | ¥ List
Breslau / Bloomingdale / Maryhill | $1,015,642 | $1,039,067
St. Jacobs / Floradale / $927,900 $985,760
West Montrose
Wellesley / Bamberg / Kingwood | $925,500 $949,000
Elmira $815,206 $806,482
In most sales, the clos- $1,313,293.
ing price was slightly lower Miller said that now is
than the list price. amuch better time for
This is in stark contrast buyers as they no longer
to the peak of the need to feel rushed into
pandemic boom in March making a decision and

2022, when buyers in
Woolwich and Wellesley
were paying an average of
$204,359 - or 18.4 per cent
- above the average listing
price of $1,108,934, accord-
ing to MLS figures.

that “prices will continue
torise.”

Unlike during the
pandemic, many buyers
now are adding conditions
to sales and getting proper
home inspections.

HOMELESSNESS: Region will look at spending as part of 2025 budget process

-> FROM 3
Chronic Homelessness
(PECH), has been in devel-
opment for more than 18
months. Led by the Social
Development Centre, the
PECH brought together
more than 40 organiza-
tions and “lived experts”
who have experienced
homelessness.

David Alton, lived
expertise group facilitator
with the Development
Centre, explained that the
lived expertise is what sets
this plan apart from previ-
ous attempts at combating
the issue.

“Up to now, a lot
of the homelessness
support system has been
very top-down, where
regional staff have been
making decisions. Then
the agencies have been
enacting those decisions,
and then people who are
experiencing homeless-
ness and advocates have
been receiving those
decisions,” Alton saidina
phone interview with The
Observer.

The plan calls for 30
actionable items for the

region to implement,
including adopting a
human rights approach
for consulting people with
firsthand experience of
homelessness, endors-
ing a tenant protections
package, working with
area municipalities to
adopt matching bylaws
and conducting a review
of shelter system providers
and transitional housing
providers.

The PECH also calls
for updating plans to the
transit hub to ensure that
the encampment at the
intersection of Victoria
and Weber streets in Kitch-
ener remains a sanctioned
location until functional
zero is achieved.

The full PECH report
comes as chronic home-
lessness has greatly
increased in the region.
From January 2020 until
last September, there was a
129 percent increase, with
shelters seeing a capacity
rate of around 83 percent.
Iftrends do not change,
the number of people
experiencing homeless-
ness could triple by 2028.

Laura Pin, an assistant
professor of political
science at Wilfrid Laurier
and one of three academ-
ics who worked on the
PECH, said several factors
have led to the increase.

“We are in not just a
housing affordability
crisis, but an affordable
housing crisis. Often,
there’s alot of attention
from politicians and
commentators around
affordable homeowner-
ship; young folks can’t
purchase homes, and I
think that is very concern-
ing. But truly, in terms of
folks who are on low or
fixed incomes - people
who are pensioners or
retired people who are
receiving social assistance,
people who are working
minimum-wage jobs —
their income is so out of
tune with the actual hous-
ing costs for market-based
rental housing,” Pin said
in an interview.

Pin explained that the
eight- to ten-year wait for
a one-bedroom subsidized
apartment in Waterloo
Region is consistent with

the rest of Ontario and
Canada.

According to the
PECH, 13 per cent of the
unhoused in Waterloo
Region are youth, a 20 per
cent increase from two
years ago, while Indige-
nous people make up 12
per cent of the homeless
population.

While functional zero
is along-term goal, Pin
said more process-based
measures could be used to
determine the program’s
success.

“We will continue to
have diverse participation
because we know that’s
essential to making strong
policies. We will also
continue to have a process
that brings the groups we
need to the table, as well
as decrease the number
of people experiencing
homelessness, which is
entirely measurable.”

Regional Chair Karen
Redman said at the coun-
cil meeting that the PECH
“arms us very well to go
to senior levels of govern-
ment and say we now have
aplan.”
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The Optimist Club of St. Jacobs have been aerating lawns as a fundraiser for 17 years. Taking part this year were Hudson Trask and

Tyson Hirsh (back row); Nick Lopes, Dan Ring and Rob Perry (middle row); and Sharon Charter (front).

Bill Atwood

Aerating lawns is all in a day’s work
for St. Jacobs Optimists

Bill Atwood

Observer Staff

AFTERFINDING SOME
OF ITS regular members
unavailable due to injury
and calling for volunteers,
the Optimist Club of St.
Jacobs was out for its
annual aeration fundraiser
on Monday evening, with
six volunteers tackling

17 lawns. The club was
expecting to finish 101
lawns once the fundraiser
wraps on Saturday.

The club, which started
19 years ago, isin its17th
year of the aeration fund-
raiser that raises around
$4,000 annually, said club
president Rob Perry.

Kyle Korir (top left) runs fast down the right wing as EDSS senior boys’ soccer team take on Bluevale Collegiate Institute. Also at Rim
Park on Apr. 25, Judson Martin (top right), Ethan Bettridge (bottom left) and Petro Kaskampas (bottom right) also dribbled the ball into
attacking positions but the Elmira players were frustrated in the end by a 4-0 loss.

“It’s just neighbours
helping neighbours.”

While the club putson a
number of events through-
out the year, including
an Easter Egg hunt and
breakfast with Santa, it
also provides funding to
anumber of to support
youth, Perry said. That list
includes the robotics teams
at St. Jacobs Public School
and EDSS, the summer
reading program at the
St. Jacobs library, Strong
Start to Reading and the
Woolwich Counselling
Centre for programming
it provides at the public
school.

That’s in line with the
club’s mandate to help

improve the lives of youth,
Perry added.

“We really believe that
we can make our commu-
nity better by improving
the lives of kids. That takes
on a couple of shapes.

The other side of it is that
we want to encourage
programs that will promote
the arts, literature, and
academics. We need to
invest more in sports, that
kind of thing, and generate
opportunities for kids to
express themselves in lead-
ership as well,” he said.

The aeration fundraiser
isnot a typical initiative
for service clubs, but it is
catching on with other
Optimist Clubs, Perry

k|

Julian Gavaghan

explained.

“It’s certainly aunique
thing. There are alot
of other Optimist clubs
within southwestern
Ontario that have been
doing this. I think we’d
like to take credit that
they modelled after our
program, but I'm not sure
ifthat’s the case. It really
was finding a way to raise
money, and we felt that
we wanted to do some-
thing that was something
people would normally do
anyway. Something that we
could interact with people
directly, and then turn
thatitright backinto the
community,” he said of the
funds raised.

COMMUNITY NEWS | 7

Hudson Trask aerating a lawn as the project got underway
Monday evening.
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OBSERVER EDITORIAL

Removing smartphones from

classrooms the right move

here are bound to be some issues, but the provincial
government’s effort to reduce the use of mobile
phones in Ontario’s classrooms is a welcome move.
The goal is to reduce distractions in class, allow
students to focus on learning and improve student wellbeing,.

Students in kindergarten to Grade 6 will be required to keep
phones on silent and out of sight for the entire school day, unless
explicitly permitted by an educator. For students in Grades 7
to 12, cellphones will not be permitted during class time unless
explicitly directed by the educator.

Moreover, social media websites will be removed from all
school networks and devices, and report cards will include
comment on students’ distraction levels in class. The govern-
ment will provide mandatory training for teachers and new
supports for students and parents.

The latter is a good idea, given that previous attempts at
restrictions met with mixed effectiveness given that the rules
were left to the boards, schools and even individual teachers,
making for a lack of consistency.

To be sure, the new measures will meet with resistance from
students, and probably more than a few parents, who should
instead be concerned with a better learning environment.

Studies consistently find a negative link between excessive
smartphone use and student academic performance. Students
can take up to 20 minutes to refocus on what they were learning
after focusing on a distraction, for instance.

A CAMH study on youth, smartphones and social media use
found some 35 per cent of Ontario’s secondary school students
spend five hours or more daily on electronic devices such as
smartphones, tablets, laptops, computers, gaming consoles.

Female students are significantly more likely than male
students to spend more than five hours a day on social media, as
were students in Grades 9-12.

Studies also show that the issues go far beyond controlling
mobile phone use in the schools, as action must be taken to
reduce or eliminate the negative impacts of social media in
general, particularly on young people.

Mental health experts note that social media use in the past
decade has significantly increased in parallel with the number of
children and adolescents reporting moderate to severe mental
distress, including suicidal ideation.

Young people report lower life satisfaction and higher rates of
loneliness compared to previous generations. Research links the
increased prevalence in technology with depression, anxiety,
chronic stress and low self-esteem.

Social media has also been shown to affect young people’s
self-image and interpersonal relationships, promote social
comparison, and facilitate cyberbullying and self-harming
behaviours.

Social media is such a negative influence that the Toronto
public and Catholic school boards, along with the Peel and Otta-
wa-Carleton public boards, recently launched a lawsuit against
the parent companies of social-media platforms Facebook,
Instagram, Snapchat and TikTok, accusing them of harming
the mental health of students and disrupting learning. They’re
seeking some $4.5 billion in total damages.

Kids are especially susceptible to social media addiction,
which the tech companies themselves encourage with algo-
rithms designed specifically to keep people plugged in.

It should come as no surprise, then, that UNESCO’s Global
Education Monitoring (GEM) report released in 2023 calls for
smartphones to be banned in schools. More generally, chil-
dren should be weaned off the link due to concerns about data
privacy, cyberbullying and mental well-being.

In addition to concern about children’s wellbeing, there
is clear data linking mobile phones with reduced learning
outcomes, which hits right at the heart of growing concerns
about education. Parents would be well advised to help with
efforts to remove social media from the classroom ... and every-
where else.

When local news
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The Monitor

"As the host country of this round of negoti-
ations, Canada has a continued role to play
in working with other host countries to push
for an ambitious, full lifecycle approach to
addressing the plastics pollution crisis, includ-
ing by cutting plastic production, in the leadup
to the final round of treaty negotiations.”
Melissa Gorrie, law reform manager at Ecojustice, on the

need for more work following the UN plastic pollution
conference in Ottawa.

The Canadian tax system has been
getting less progressive for low-income
households. Households in the bottom
20% in 2022 paid a much larger share of
income in total taxes than they did in 2004.
While federal taxes have fallen for most
groups, provincial taxes have increased.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA)report.

c 24
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ANALYSIS OF CURRENT WORLD EVENTS

GooDTHING THIS RANDIM
PIECE OF

LING
FREE FEIONK

War in Africa so common it’s not news

M e could see an all-out war

between all the tribes and
that is really the doomsday
scenario. At this point, it’s not
unrealistic,” the head of an
international non-government
organization that is working in
Sudan told the Al Jazeera news
agency last week. (She asked
them to withhold her name to
protect her in-country team in
North Darfur.)

‘Doomsday’ is a strong word,
but the fighting in Sudan is
probably already killing more
people per day than are dying in
the wars in either Ukraine or the
Gaza Strip. An estimated nine
million people have fled their
homes in Sudan since the war
began just over a year ago, and
severe hunger is already setting
in there on a Gaza-like scale.

So why, you might well ask,
have you heard so little about
it?

I'm not pointing any fingers
here. This is a twice-weekly
column, and I try to ration the
number of times I write on Gaza
and Ukraine to once a month
each to leave some room for the
rest of the world. Nevertheless,
Istruggle to hold them down to
that frequency, whereas I have
written only once about Sudan
in the past year.

‘News’ has to be about events
that people care about, and that
islargely a function of distance:
the farther away it is, the less

GWYNNE
DYER

Global Outlook
on World Affairs

important it seems. But there’s
another factor at work in the
relative silence about Sudan:
‘news’ needs to be new. That
is, it needs to be different from
the normal, the usual, the past.
Unfortunately, war in Africa is
none of the above.

There has never been a time
in the last half-century when
peace has reigned everywhere
in Africa. Once the short
century of European imperial
rule ended - around 1960 for
most of the continent, although
it took another generation in
southern Africa — it has been
back to normal.

There are 54 countries in
Africa, which means that
there are many opportunities
for things to go badly wrong.
However, there are also 50
countries in Europe, but apart
from the Balkans wars of the
1990s and the current war in
Ukraine there have been no
major wars in the region since
1945.

Africais very different. In
addition to the big war in Sudan
right now, the internal war
in Ethiopia between Amhara
and Tigray states is starting up
again. Major Islamist insur-
gencies are underway in Niger,

Mali, Burkina Faso, and Chad,
in each case controlling large
chunks of the country’s terri-
tory.

Internal, essentially tribal
wars continue in the new
country of South Sudan and
in various parts of the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo. The
English-speaking minority
isinrevolt in Cameroon, the
Islamist al-Shabaab group still
holds most of southern Somalia
(the north has broken away),
and there are Islamist rebels in
northern Mozambique.

Eleven countries out of 54,
containing more than a quarter
of Africa’s population, are at
war, and mostly they are at
war with themselves. There’s
nothing new, nothing radically
different, nothing for outsiders
to be surprised by. THAT’’s why
the rest of the world isn’t paying
much attention - but why is
Africalike this?

Maybe it’s because there are
at least 75 African languages
with more than a million
speakers, and probably another
hundred with at least a quar-
ter-million. Moreover, only
a dozen have more than 20
million speakers. Language is
the biggest element in cultural
and political identity, so Africa
is by far the richest continent
in terms of ethnicities and
identities.

->DYER S8
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Reducing the amount produced the only way to deal with plastic pollution

Aquick look around the
roomyou’re in right
now will confirm that plas-
tics are ubiquitous. From
food containers and toys
through to the furniture we
sit on while partaking of
electronic gadgets, there’s
simply no escaping them.

In fact, given that some
70 per cent of the 100 billion
items of clothing produced
each year are made from
plastic - polyester, nylon,
acrylic, spandex, fleece
and the like - that you need
only look down in search of
plastics.

Cheap, strong, durable
and available in a range of
forms for a variety of use,
plastics have exploded in
use over the years. From
two million tonnes in 1950
to more than 400 million
tonnes today, a number
expected to top one billion
tonnes by 2060.

That is unless efforts to
reduce our use of the petro-
leum-based materials are
successful.

Eliminating plastic
pollution by 2040 is the goal
of the United Nations’ Inter-
governmental Negotiating
Committee on Plastic Pollu-
tion, the fourth session of
which sees representatives
from 174 countries meeting
in Ottawa. The ideaisto
have abinding interna-
tional treaty by the end of
this year, following the final
session in South Korea.

With the treaty, the UN
is trying to take on plastic
pollution throughout the
lifecycle of such materials,
from fossil fuel extraction to
disposal.

Right now, we do little
to mitigate the harmful
effects, from the contri-
bution to climate change
through to 10 million
tonnes of plastic that ends
up in the oceans.

When we think of plastic
waste, what comes to mind
may be all the items we use
once and then pitch into
the garbage. Or the plastic
that’s left to blow around
the landscape, the kind of
single-use items such as
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shopping bags and drink-
ing straws that Canada has
moved to ban.

While plastic has many
valuable uses, we have
become addicted to single-
use plastic products — with
severe environmental,
social, economic and health
consequences.

Around the world, one
million plastic bottles are
purchased every minute,
while up to five trillion
plastic bags are used world-
wide every year. In total,
half of all plastic produced
is designed for single-use
purposes —used just once
and then thrown away.

Canadians discard more
than three million tonnes
of plastic waste every year.
Less than 10 per cent of that
isrecycled.

More than a third of all
plastics produced are used
in packaging, including

single-use plastic prod-
ucts for food and beverage
containers, approximately
85 per cent of which ends
up in landfills or as unregu-
lated waste.

Additionally, some 98 per
cent of single-use plastic
products are produced
from fossil fuel, or “virgin”
feedstock.

But that’sjust the tip
ofthe proverbial iceberg.
We're increasingly aware
of the dangers presented
by microplastics - bits of
plastic that come from
weathered larger pieces
of plastic that typically
measure between 10
microns to two millimetres
(amicron is 0.001 mm) that
have been found in people’s
blood, tissue and brains.
Exposure to plastics can
harm human health, poten-
tially affecting fertility,
hormonal, metabolic and
neurological activity.

The growing concerns
come as the amount of
plastics produced continue
to increase, thus prompting

the UN’s Intergovernmental
Negotiating Committee on
Plastic Pollution, which got
underway in 2022.

There have thus far been
no big breakthroughs at
the gathering, says Karen
Wirsig, senior program
manager for plastics with
Environmental Defence
Canada, whois attending
the conference.

While there are countries
pushing for ambitious
programs to end plastic
pollution, there are others
who resist the kind of
legally binding agreements
that are the goal of the
process, she notes.

“The problem is that at
acertain point we’re either
going to have a treaty with
legally binding elements
in it that likely fewer
countries will sign or we’ll
have a piece of paper that’s
probably not worth the ink
printed on it,” says Wirsig
of the struggle to reach
an agreement that goes
beyond platitudes.

That doesn’t mean there’s

been no progress, however.

“Iwould say what has
happened this week is more
adiscussion about the
human health impacts of
plastic pollution. It’s horri-
ble what plastic microplas-
tics do to wildlife when they
escape, as they inevitably
do into the environment,
butit’s also very, very worti-
some the amount and types
of plastics and other chemi-
cals that are piling up in our
bodies,” she says. “There’s
not enough research, but
the little research we have
suggests that the presence
of these plastics lead to very
poor healthcare outcomes.”

Even experts still need
more information, but the
public is starting to clue in
when it comes to the impact
of all the plastics in our
environment.

More worryingly, we're
becoming aware about
the health impacts of the
compounding amounts
of microplastics that are
everywhere, even inside
our own bodies. The word
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Along with reducing distractions, moves to reduce phone use at school aim for more "social" and less "media."

microplastics is itself a new
one to many people, so our
awareness is in the early
stages.

“More and more of us
are aware about microplas-
tics being a ubiquitous in
our food, water, air, and
therefore in our bodies. I
think people are aware that
this can be a problem. And
we’re even now more aware
than ever that plastics come
from oil and gas, fossil fuels
- even a few years ago was
not clear to everyone,” says
Wirsig.

We may talk of making
more of an effort to recy-
cle, but that’s not going to
solve the issue, however.
That’s treating one of the
symptoms, not addressing
acure. Massively reducing
the amount of plastics we
produce is the key, she adds.

“We’rejust never going
to recycle our way out of
this problem, especially as
production keeps grow-
ing. So little plastic can be
effectively recycled. So little
of what’s recycled can be
turned back into the same
type of product. The more
we make single-use plastic
products, the more that
drives plastic production,
the more recycling will fail.”

Growing public aware-
ness of these issues is cause
for some optimism. She
notes a poll released last
month by Greenpeace
found support for reducing
plastic pollution is global.

The poll conducted in 19
countries found 82 per cent
of people support cutting
the production of plastic,
with 90 per cent support-
ing a transition away from
single-use plastic packing
to reusable and refillable
packaging.

That’s essential, says
Wirsing, adding plastics
persist in the environment
long after their use.

“They’re aticking time
bomb because they never
go away. They just keep
piling up. The more plastic
we produce every year, the
more that piles up every
year doesn’t really go away.”
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DY ER: No quick fix for war and strife in Africa

> FROM & plished mostly by force, and culture. Thisis not a
This is a triumph of did eventually produce ‘post-colonial problem.’
sorts, because in Eurasia long periods of peace over Small but frequent wars
and the Americas that large areas, likethe Roman  were the price Africans

same spectacular cultural empire or the Mingdynasty  paid for that rich diversity

and linguistic diversity in China. all through their history,
was ground down over Africadid not take the and they are still paying it
millennia and finally same road. Iron-working today.

extinguished by repeated began in Africa at about Since modern communi-
conquest, migration and the sametime asin Europe, cations technologies now
assimilation. India and China, but big make it almost impossi-

In Europe, only eight empires did not follow. ble to suppress all those
languages now accountfor  African empires did exist, languages and cultures, the
80 per cent of the conti- but they came and went only possible solution is to

nent’s population. Just two
languages, Mandarin and

relatively fast and never
controlled a large part of

integrate them into broader
shared identities. The work

Hindi/Urdu, will enable the continent. has begun, but it will take
you to speak to almost half That’swhy Africaretains  atleast another generation.
Asia’s population. This so much of its original Meanwhile, lots of wars,
homogenization, accom- diversity in language mostly internal ones.
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Region of Waterloo

Public Notice

Notice of Pesticide Use

Please be advised of the application of larvicide to the following locations
for the control of West Nile Virus Vectors:

e Catch basins
e Sewage lagoons
e Ditches and standing water

Between June 1, 2024 and August 31, 2024, municipalities within the
Region of Waterloo will be conducting a larviciding program under the
authority of the Region of Waterloo Medical Officer of Health to prevent
the development of mosquito larvae into vectors of West Nile Virus.
Altosid Pellets (PCP #21809, pellet) or VectoLex WSP (PCP #28009,
pouch) will be placed by hand into catch basins of storm drains within the
Region. The larvicide VectoLex CG (PCP #28008, granular), may be
applied to sewage lagoons, if larvae are present. The larvicides
VectoBac 1200L (PCP #21062, liquid) or VectoBac 200G (PCP
#18158, granular) may be applied to standing water throughout the
Region, if larvae are present. All larvicide will be applied by licensed
applicators or trained technicians employed by Pestalto Environmental
Health Services following Ministry of the Environment Conservation and
Parks guidelines.

For additional details on exact locations and dates of treatments, please
call Region of Waterloo Public Health, Health Protection and Investigation
at 519-575-4400 or Pestalto Environmental Health Services Inc.
at 1-866-648-7773. For information about West Nile:
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/fightthebite

VACCINES: Lags in the reporting system are sometimes
to blame for the lack of updated records for students

- FROM1

In 2019, the last time the
Immunization of School
Pupils Act was enforced in
the region, 517 secondary
students were suspended.

Aoki admitted that, after
sending out around twice
the number of warning
letters in January and
again three weeks ago, he
had expected this week’s
figure to be closer to 1,000.

With elementary
students, the figures
had been roughly three
times those from 2019
and remained consistent
throughout all stages of
the process.

But he said highschool-
ers face a bigger challenge
because proportionally
more of them actually
need to get shots as
opposed to just logging
their immunization
records.

“With elementary
students, about two thirds
to three quarters were
just needing to get their
records into us,” he said.

“They had received the
shots and it was just a case
of submitting.

“I think with second-
ary what we’re seeing
is a smaller number of
students who just need
to submit and a higher

number of students who
actually do need the
vaccine.”

Aoki said the meningitis
vaccine was particularly
important because high
coverage is needed to
create a “security blan-
ket” for those who are
immunocompromised
or not inoculated, which
can include people with
allergies or other medical
problems.

He is confident that
Region of Waterloo Public
Health’s offices in Water-
loo and Cambridge can
handle both demand for
the required shots on site
and to register vaccines
that students have been
given already.

However, on April 4, a
week after the elementary
suspensions began, The
Observer told how frus-
trated parents had strug-
gled to log the vaccines.

Some said their chil-
dren had been suspended
despite recording inocula-
tions months earlier.

Others complained
about how difficult it was
to book an appointment
online and said it was
impossible to phone the
region’s officials.

Under ISPA, parents
are required to ensure

students have a range of
vaccines and that these
are officially recorded.

Alternatively, they must
have a valid exemption
on file with public health,
which can include people
objecting to vaccines
for religious reasons, as
long as the declaration is
witnessed by a commis-
sioner for taking affida-
vits.

Some people are unable
to take certain shots for
medical reasons and can
still attend school as long
as these are reported to
public health officials,
according to the Ontario
government.

However, the system
has been criticized
because it is the respon-
sibility of parents to log
children’s shots instead of
doctors and other health
workers automatically
reporting vaccinesto a
central database.

Aoki said he would also
like to see a “system that
is more robust as far as
information sharing” goes
in Ontario, but added that
the region’s public health
officials have a “good rela-
tionship with our doctors
in order to try and facili-
tate the fastest way to get
information across.”

Garden Centre & Landscaping

Over 200 acres of LOCALLY GROWN
Fruit Trees, Ornamental & Evergreen
Trees, Black, Emerald Cedars

SPrUCE TrEES 2/-12u.uuuceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeiriaieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenenns from $16.99

Autumn Blaze & Sugar Maples 6'-20°

............. from $69.99

Fruit Trees Apples, Peaches, Apricots, Cherries, Quinz, Pears....... from $69.99

Japanese Maples 3-s’

............. from $69.99

15% OFF Perennials

SEEDLINGS - Spruce, Norway Spruce,
Cedar and Balsam Fir

Weeping Trees & Topgrafted & Spirals
Fertilizer & Pest Control Products

1060 Lobsinger Line, Waterloo
T:519-664-2482 F:519-664-1510
Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, Sun 10-4 « www.johnshursery.ca @



A little

sportsmanship,

please

I admit that on the face of
it, turkey hunting seems
ridiculous.

We get up long before
first light, put on expensive
clothes designed to make
us look like shrubbery,
drive to a desolate location,
and walk in the pitch black
until we find the perfect
spot to set up arubber
turkey or two. Then we sit
on the damp ground and
find a place to hide before
commencing to do our best
vocal imitation of a hen
turkey that is in desperate
need of some loving.

If all goes well, this will
lead to a conversation
with a male turkey. If all
goes wrong, it leads to
an unhealthy emotional
attachment that can last
for several seasons.

Either way, we have no
idea what we are saying to
the birds. Yet, on occasion,
our avian babbling will
be sufficient tolureina
male bird to gun range.
But, before we can shoot
that bird, we must confirm
that its beard is visible.

Oh, we can also shoot

hens, provided they have
avisible beard too, which
though rare, is not unheard
of.

GALEA

Not-So-Great

i {M} Outdoorsman

This leads me to believe
a) that our turkey hunting
regulations were written by
men who really resented
the fact that they could
not grow a beard and b)
we need to invest more
taxpayer dollars into
mental health and well-
ness.

Having said all that, I
truly enjoy turkey hunting.
But there are times when
Ithink the birds forget
about the expectation to be
sporting.

A prime example
occurred yesterday when
we were leaving the field
after a partially success-
ful turkey hunt. I call
it partially successful
because we got to watch
two hens and other wild-
life, but primarily because
we did not get soaked.

I could have lived with
that hunt and, in fact, been
quite satisfied. After all, in
turkey hunting, you can’t
win them all.

But then, on the way

home, I saw a big gobbler
> GALEA12

News that hits home.
Local people in action.

Sports tips are always welcome.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com

New fitness equipment
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Young golfers return

to fund the updates.

Team Scores: observerxtra.com/boxscore

Prospective Sugar Kings got a chance to show their stuff at last weekend's camp, held at the WMC.

The township will spend $15,000 to replace
indoor bikes and an elliptical machine in
the fitness centre at the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre. Council last week approved the
expenditure, drawing on equipment reserve

The Maple Leaf Junior Golf Tour opened
a new season last weekend with the MJT
VOVEX Golf Series Spring Invitational, held at
the private Galt Country Club in Cambridge.
Among the young golfers those taking part

were Conestogo’'s AJ Shaw-McMahon, who
shot a 74 and 82 to finish 16th in the junior

boys division.

N DO | NEED PHYSI0? 12
g TAKE THE QUIZ! =

Bill Atwood

Kings hold prospects camp,
now head into summer break

Steve Kannon the summer: the prospects
Observer Staff camp.
That box was checked

THE BANQUET WAS last weekend, as the team
HELD, THE awards given welcomed some 60 young
out and the exit inter- players to the WMC to get
views conducted, but the alook at those hoping to
coaches and front-office earn a roster spot next
staff of the Elmira Sugar season.
Kings had one more thing “It was good. Lots of
to do before wrapping up good young talent out

the season and enjoying there - itjust seemed to

get better and better,” said
head coach Corey Prang of
the hopefuls who took to
the ice over the weekend,
noting there was a good
contingent of U16 and U18
players, most born in 2007
or 2008.

“We had a good handle
on who was coming into
camp. We had alot of guys
that were out with us last

year as ateam, but there
was a bunch of guys that
it was kind of our first
look. Well, for me anyway
- our scouts did a lot of
good, hard work all year
and scoured the U18 and
Ul6 levels, so they had a
good handle on it, but it
was nice for me to see it
firsthand.”

-> KINGS 12

Woolwich U15 hockey team caps season with Triple Crown win

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

THE WOOLWICH WILD-
CATS U15A TEAM has
won the Triple Crown of
three major titles for the
first time in its history -
and the proud coach cred-
its the players’ character
for their success.

The boys “battled
their butts off” to win
the prestigious Interna-
tional SilverStick, Ontario
Minor Hockey Associa-
tion (OMHA) and Ontario
Hockey Federation (OHF)
championships in a single
season, said former Elmira
Sugar Kings forward
Jeremey Goodwin.

TERNAT ik
| suvsnsr’fc).'(m LY

An International SilverStick win was one of the U15 Wildcats's
many accomplishments this year. Submitted

Their most recent 3-0
victory over Woodstock Jr.
Navy Vets in the OHF final
in Orillia — with goals from
Evan Hall, Jordan Martin
and Austin Dietrich -
capped their Triple Crown
success.

Despite the convincing
scoreline, Goodwin said
getting their hands on the

trophy was not easy, espe-
cially as captain Mason
Gear and assistant Reese
Martin had both broken
their wrists.

Additionally, defence-
man Jaxon McGuire
had cut his foot and also
couldn’t play against the
same tough opponent the

- TRIPLE CROWN 12

\-'
SPINAL ORTHOPEDIC & SPORT

Gardening Season is Here!

The weather is getting good and it’s time to hit the yard HARD!

But what about your poor body?

Call us TODAY to fix your aches
and pains and start the season

Planting Annuals Rake
Spreading Mulch Trim
Weed Your Lawn FertilizeTheLawn  off strong!

519:669-1212 www.sosphysiotherapy.ca

3 Wyatt St. East
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GALEA: Getting the bird, either way

> FROMT

standing on arock within
arm’s reach of the road,
shaking off the rain as I
drove by - and it occurred
to me that he was not
exactly being a good sport
by flaunting his victory in
my face. And, further down
the road, I saw two more
big birds in other fields
doing the same. I hesitate
to call this a trend, but it’s
sure starting to look that
way.

In any case, I called
the Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry
to voice a complaint, but
they would have none of it.
Apparently, while we hunt-
ers are bound by all sorts
of regulations and sporting
traditions, the turkeys are
not.

TRIPLE CROWN:
Coach credits
close-knit group
for all the success

-> FROM T

Wildcats had also faced

in the final of the 62nd
International SilverStick
tournament in Port Huron,
Michigan three months
earlier.

“I think it speaks
volumes about the char-
acter in our dressing room
for them being able to rally
and do it for the guys that
couldn’t play in the finals,”
said Goodwin.

But that didn’t stop the
whole team being there to
help lift what many regard
as the most prestigious
trophy in Ontario minor
hockey because it mostly
involves league winners
like the Wildcats.

Among the players also
present were Rhys Taylor,
Carson Kellough, Matt
Kochut, Alex Lloyd, Max
Krasovec, Cruz Balog,
Colton Brito, Will Krubally
and Levi Adams.

However, they didn’t
just win the Triple Crown
this season, they won
every other tournament
they entered and so also
scooped the Woolwich Fall
Memorial Tournament,
the Collingwood Regional
SilverStick and Tri-County

They didn’t exactly say
that, but it seemed to be
the gist of their response.
And by response, I mean
they put me on hold for 45
minutes.

IthinkIcan speak for
many turkey hunters when
Isay this isjust not right.
Having said that, Iwill also
acknowledge that many
turkey hunters I discussed
this with insisted it was me
who was not right.

That may be so. ButI
wouldn’t have minded if
those gobblers were stand-
ing by the side of the road
giving a respectful salute or
nod, as decent competitors
do.

But this was not the case.
Between you and me, the
gesture seemed more like
the bird.

—mgg “ @ ey

KINGS: With prospects camp over, some summer downtime is now in order

> FROM N

The season just having
finished, it’s much too
early to know just how
many roster spots will be
up for grabs when prepa-
rations get underway in
August for 2024-25. The
Kings had just three players
age out of junior hockey —
all late-season additions
for the playoff-push - but
there’s no knowing for sure
who’ll be back.

Most years, there are
players, existing and
prospective, who’ll be
vying for spaces on other
teams, perhaps in the OHL
orin leagues elsewhere.
Even after the main camp
gets going in mid- or
late-August, there are still
some question marks as
teams everywhere wait for

the dust to settle, Prang
notes.
“That’s how it is. Not
just here - that’s hockey.”
Still, the players at the
prospect camp got a taste
of what the future may
hold, as well as advice for
preparing for whatever’s
in store next season.
“We’ve given them feed-
back on what we’d like and
what we think they need
towork on. Alot of these
guys will be going to major
junior camps, obviously
trying to get a place there,”
said Prang, noting the
players were advised how
to train over the summer.
“They gotta put in the
work. The offseason is
probably the most import-
ant time for the guys to
get themselves prepared

for the upcoming season.
The guys have to putin
the work, hit the ground
running when the season
starts in order to have
success,” he added. “Gone
are the days when you
could just hang up the
skates and grab a baseball
bat, or play lacrosse or
soccer, then pick it back
up in August. It’s all year
now.”

For management,
however, there will be
some downtime between
last weekend’s camp and
the late-summer resump-
tion of on-ice activitity.

“That was kind of the
closer to the season,”
he said of the prospects
camp. “We’ll take a couple
of months off for every-
body to recharge the

The Woolwich Wildcats U15A team after winning the OHF championships, the third trophy of their triple crown success, on April 21in
Orillia. Top row: Brayden Crawford (forward coach), Tyler McBay (defence coach), Rhys Taylor, Jordan Martin, Carson Kellough, Matt
Kochut, Alex Lloyd, Max Krasovec, Reese Martin (assistant captain), Cruz Balog, Mason Gear (captain), Jeremey Goodwin (head coach)
and Kordic Weigel (goal coach). Middle row: Austin Dietrich, Evan Hall, Jaxon McGuire, Colton Brito, Emmett Colwill (assistant captain),

Will Krubally and Levi Adams. Bottom row: Cohen Patterson and Mason Maurice.

Championship titles.

The last time the
Wildcats came close to
matching a Triple Crown
was during the 1989/90
season when the 1976-born
age group won OMHA and
OHF championships, said
Brad Shantz, the organi-
zation’s vice-president of
coaching.

This same legendary
group also won the OMHA
three years in a row, with
players including former
NHL forward Jamie
Wright.

Goodwin, who swapped
his stick for a clipboard
after his Sugar Kings career
ended in 2020, said his
boys’ willingness “to dig
in and do it for each other”

CUSTOM

WINDOW & DOOR

Call or text
Daniel Martin

SCREEN REPAIR .. ...
OR REPLACEMENT! "\o3s0

WINDOW SCREEN
MESH CHANGE
Only
51500_54000*

PATIO DOOR
MESH CHANGE

55 500* Regular Mesh
58 750* Pet Resistant Mesh

Inquire within for rolling screen replacements for patio doors!

Tax extra

was their biggest strength.
But they were also aided
throughout the season by
plenty of skill - notably
their speed and ability
to keep the puck - plus a
philosophy that the “best
offenceis a good defence”,
added the 24-year-old
coach.
In particular, before
his injury, defenceman
Martin’s pace on the ice
time and again provided
cover when the team got in
trouble.
“If we had a turnover,
he was always the first guy
back,” explained the coach.
“There are only a hand-
ful of people who can keep
up to him when he’s at his
top speed.”

Submitted

He also contributed on
the scoreboard, too.

Another “super strong
skater” is top-scoring
forward Emmett Colwill,
who won the MVP award
at the OHF tournament,
which ran between April
19to21.

In addition to being
a “voice in the dressing
room” and leading by
example, Goodwin praised
the boy’s “hockey IQ” as a
unique strength.

“He seestheiceata
different level than a lot
of players throughout the
league.

“He knows how to find
the back of the net. And
when he doesn’t score, or
if he doesn’t help the team

score, he takes this a little
hard on himself.

“AndIthink that’s
what allows him to be so
successful, he is never
satisfied.”

Among other players
who helped forge a “broth-
erhood” and never-give-up
spirit was “inspirational”
captain Gear — even after
getting hurt in the first
round of the OHF tourna-
ment.

“When he went down
with his broken wrist,
there was a lot of adversity
in the room, not knowing
what we would be without
him I guess you could say,”
said Goodwin.

“But kudos to the
players. They all picked

batteries.

After that, work will
begin in earnest to
improve on a season that
saw the Kings finish with
arecord of 32-16-0-2,
their 66 points the same
as second-place Stratford
(31-15-4) and fourth-place
Waterloo (29-13-4-4). The
Junior B squad had led
the Midwestern Confer-
ence for much year, but
alate-season surge by
some of their rivals saw the
Kings start the playoffs as
the third seed.

The Kings defeated the
Cambridge Redhawks in
five games in the open-
ing round of the playoffs
before falling to the Strat-
ford Warriors in a five-
game second-round series
that ended March 29.

itup and started rallying
around his name and he
was around all weekend in
the dressing room.

“He was still being a
vocal leader, he was still
there to pick us up when
we had our down moments
throughout the weekend.
He’s a guy that is all heart.”

With Gear being off the
ice, “the boys had to go out
there and lead by example
without him,” added the
coach.

Having two very strong
goaltenders he could
frequently rotate in Cohen
Patterson and Mason
Maurice was also a tremen-
dous asset.

Yet, despite the contri-
bution of individuals,
Goodwin wanted to
stress what really gave
this particular group of
Wildcats an edge was truly
being a team.

“For the most part, these
kids have been playing
hockey together since
they were very young
and I honestly think that
the biggest thing is that
they’ve been best friends
their whole life and they
were able to finally put it
all together,” he explained.

Wildcats organizers
have ordered Triple Crown
rings for the team and are
planning a special cere-
mony to celebrate the boys’
achievement, although a
date has not been set yet.
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1022 Diefenbacher St. Hawkesville
MOTHER'S DAY SALE
Thurs, May 2 — Sat, May 11

20% OFF

Everything in the store

We are open:
Tues-Fri 10 am-5pm

Sat 10 am-3 pm

C
Duff

Mother's Brunch
— Sat. May 11* 10:30am-2:30pm —

Featuring
Hot & Cold Buffet, Omelette Station,
Salad Bar, Roast Beef, Fresh Salmon,
Dessert Table, Hot Coffee and Much more!
$27 Adults $15 Kids

O : Y
Chef 5/J at RlverSong

632 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs

519-500-1715 | info@chefduff.ca | www.chefduff.ca
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Mel Norris, top right, led the come-try-ringette event at Waterloo's Alberta McCormick Community Centre on Sunday. Bill Atwood

Waterloo Ringette Association hosts come-and-try events

Bill Atwood

Observer Staff

SOME 50 AREA GIRLS
GOT their first taste of
ringette in two recent
“come and try” events
put on by the Waterloo
Ringette Association in an
effort to get more players
into a sport that has seen
adecline in participation
numbers in recent years.

Despite occurring at
the end of the season, the
sessions held on April 21
and 28 at Albert McCor-
mick Community Centre
are great way to introduce
kids to the sport, said the
organization’s Sabrina
Emerick.

“It’s just more bringing
awareness to the sport,

showing everybody what
an awesome, amazing
[sportitis]. Also, it’sa
good thing for kids to
come out and try it, just
a little snippet of what
the whole program is all
about. It gives them that
opportunity over the
summer to register and
get themselves prepared
to come for September.”
Emerich never played
the sport herself, but got
involved with the associ-
ation after her daughter
joined following a previ-
ous come-and-try event.
The rise in participation
levels of girls’ hockey has
come at the expense of
ringette, Emerich said.
There are some 140
players registered with the

association.

“Alot of people are
going to hockey. I feel
that alot of it is the dads,
they know hockey and
they go and they bring the
girls to go play hockey.
Definitely, the Waterloo
Ravens is really a strong
organization. And I know
Woolwich and everything
else is also very strong,”
she said.

According to parent and
former player Rebecca
Hallman, there were more
options for those who
wanted to play ringette in
the past.

“Back when I was play-
ing, they didn’t have girls’
hockey or there weren’t
as many associations
that had girls’ hockey. St.

Clements had a [ringette]
team and Wellesley had a
team. Kitchener had one.
Waterloo, Guelph all the
centres had associations.
Now, over the years with
alot of girls going to girls’
hockey, it’s pulled from
ringette and those girls
have left to go to hockey,”
the West Montrose resi-
dent said, noting there
have been several associ-
ations that have merged,
including Kitchener and
Waterloo.

The St. Clements and
Woolwich Ringette Asso-
ciations are no longer
listed on the Ringette
Ontario website, for
instance.

“Itis disappointing,
becauseitisavery

welcoming sport, and it’s
a fast sport. It involves a
lot of team plays, so you
have to pass over every
blue line. You have a lot
more involvement from
your teammates instead
of having one individual
that can carry it from one
end to other,” Hallman
added.

At the Waterloo asso-
ciation, there are eight
groups of teams starting at
age 6 and under, with each
group having two years of
players up until U19 which
has three. There is also an
18-plus open group.

Ringette offers an
alternative to girls who
are looking for an even
more team-oriented sport,
Emerick said.

“Itis areally small
community and we all
become friends —it’s a
real family. They make
friends from kids that are
younger than them and
older than them. It’s just
such a wonderful family,”
she said.

Hallman agreed, adding
that her daughter Sophie
made the jump from
hockey.

“She started later in her
ringette career, and she
said everybody was very
welcoming. When you see
other people you’ve gone
to camps with or what-
ever, they all come up and
they say hi. It’sjust a very
tight-knit community
where everybody supports
one another.”
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ovne, & Garden

Visit these local businesses for all of your home and garden needs

Mother’s Day Sale

10% OFF

Hanging Baskets |
Friday, May 10 & Saturday, May 11

°4899

© 22 HP 725¢c professional-grade KOHLER 7000 Series
V-twin OHY engine for reliable starting and
exceptionally smooth, quiet operation

LT - - * Dual hydrostatic transmissions allow

g i . Cash or Cheque
—u: & - ’ c for quick and effortless 7 MPH oa 2
o - for\zllard (3.5 MPH reverse) ground Hanging Baskets, Phlllp & Mary Wideman Mon-Thurs. 9am-6pm
; g Bedding Plants 4155 Ament Line, Wallenstein, ON. Fri. 9-7, Sat. 9-4:30
speeds that leaves your lawn with a ) z ’ ’ 2
g 4 Produce & More 519-698-9828 Closed Sundays

professional-quality finish

® 42-in. steel cutting deck with smooth arc I - l ‘

dual-blades, cut overlap and deep dome deck design
provides flawless results, mows a wide area of grass
to help reduce cutting time, is rust-resistant and

ZTI 42 provides your lawn with a clean-cut look

e |deal for mowing slight rolling hills and several

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY! sakiiies

0% FINANCING OVER 48 MONTHS**

21 Industrial Dr., EImira

519-669-2884

"SMALL ENGINES & AUTO CLINIC martinselmira.com

L 8768 u 6, Arthur, ON
FLO%APINE 519.848.5889

= thomase@florapinetreeservice.ca
SERVICE www.florapinetreeservice.ca

ABOUT US

Green N White Curb Appeal is a professional company operating out of the
Elmira/Woolwich Township. Our focus is on providing our clients with
full-service maintenance for their yards. Everything from general lawn care and
spring/fall cleanups to snow removal during the winter.

We have cultivated a work culture where our staff not only love coming to
waork, but they take pride in what they do. This positive attitude is what allows
us to give our customers a professional and great looking Curb Appeal.

We take pride and integrity in our service, and we want you to be 100%

satisfied. Our only purpose is to be your trusted source for Lawn Care and Snow
Removal. Nothing is more important to us than your Curb Appeal Satisfaction.

SERVICE AREA

Green N White Curb Appeal offers both one-off as well as contract snow removal
services in:

AL = Primary area of the Woolwich Township
SO A / ! | = Elmira
COMMERC'AL = St. Jacobs

= St.Clements

RESIDENTIAL

Lawn Care Services Your commercial landscapes should present an inviting and safe setting that impresses clients, Wallenstei
Green N White consists of a team of reliable professionals that strive to meet your lawn turns your customers eyes and captivates your tenants. Allow our crew of knowledgeahle and S @ ensdl?ln
. - ; practiced staff to plan and execute lawn care for your commercial landscapes, both large and * ourrounding areas

care needs'. Throuqh our llaxcellent c'ustnmer sgrwce, we are almlng to be the leaders in the smallimnsize Experience a stress-free and enjoyable season with Green N White!
lawn care industry in Elmira/Woolwich Township (and surrounding areas). '
Weekly Lawn Care Mowing Grass - Dethatching debris buildup TALK TO US

. o . . General Property Landscape Maintenance - Mulching Have any questions? We are always open to talk about your lawn care needs,
Lawn Mowing may sound like a simple task, but depending on your property it could be - Trimming and Upkeep on Trees and Shrubs - Leaf Removal whether it is residential or commerciall
extremely time consuming. Especially if you are not properly equipped to handle the type of - Core Aeration Removal and Management of Snow and Ice

lawn you want to achieve. You may also be unintentionally damaging your lawns health if Makes A Great First Impressmn info@greennwhitecurbappeal ca
proper procedures are not followed. .

Allow Green N White Curh Appeal to give your landscape that crisp look with sharp lines that invites
We at Green N White have our own line of equipment that we use to professionally care for in new business to your cur';[;any! L?Jok :o further thellln our Cnmr?]ercial Lawn Cal:e services. (51 9) 276-2085
your lawn. As well as the knowledge to ensure that your lawn not only continues to grow ) ) ) )
healthily but better than before. Such as cutting the correct height and clearing off any Specially Tailored Commercial Lawn Mowing
debris on the surface which could suffocate the grass's growth. Programs for Your Property

Full Season Package (Apr-Oct) - Setyour schedule based on the current conditions

: ”Ro Benefit from our efficient machinery line without worrying about any costs/repairs. We
One (1) cut per week from I_\prll - September. s M handle that!
One (1) cut every 7-10 days in September. MO I i e i ) ded. Amain buildi iring fine detall
A i i G NTH - Let us know what level of maintenance is needed. A main building requiring fine details or an

out of the way building that just needs the minimum maintenance.
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2 DAY SALE

FRIDAY & SATURDAY May 10 & 11
Just in tlme for Mother’s Day!

AL TSR
2 !;"1 O%OFF \
i HANGING - A
ot 8 BASKETS _ = "

Available in 107, 127,
and 14” sizes

SEE US ALSO FOR:
e Bedding plants * Planters ¢ Soils
* Vegetable plants - Compost * Mulches

CHECK OUT OUR SELECTION OF:

¢ Perennials * Annuals
¢ Tropicals ° Ferns ¢ Succulents
Visit the WINTERROSE Store
for Quality Meats, Vegetables,
Home Baking and MORE!

Ascension

Day Hours
Thursday, May 9
Noon-6pm

CASH OR CHEQUE ONLY PLEASE

WinterRose Greenhouses

519 Katherine St., N HOURS: Mon-Fri: 9am to 6pm
West Montrose, ON Sat: 9am to 5pm

CLOSED SUNDAYS
519-669-9045

Isaac & Ada Martin

Call Before You Dig

Planning an outdoor project that involves

digging? Make sure you request your free locate
at least five days before you want to start.

Know what's below and keep yourself safe from
underground hazards. Even shallow digging can
out you in danger.

It's free, it's easy, and it's the law!

To request your locate today, visit:
ontarioonecall.ca or call 1-800-400-2255

Enova

ONTARIO
ONECALL

brubacher

LANDSCAPE

e Weekly Lawn Mowing
 Landscaping Installations
e Hardscapes

e Planting

519.505.2876

See us for potting soils, mulches,

and a variety of gardening supplies.

Pansies - Boston Ferns - Trees - Shrubs
Cash and Cheque payments only. ATM available on site.

Nl Livre

GREENHOUSE & PERENNIALS

(o) Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7
51 9.846.2972 Sat. 92:1nto g;mo-clr:)seadn;u%d:;;

We also carry:
Many assorted annuals,
roses, and perennials

RR#1 West Montrose,
6158 Weisenberg Rd.
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1084 Wollis Rd., West Montrose, Ontario, NOB 2V0

all hanging

Great for flower heds, 850 345
gardens and lawns. Jyard  /yard

Organic compost available in bulk or bags Dehvery ava|lable

Bulk Compost

5 or more yards

7 10 or more bags
Delivery
= s5 00
n / bag

Stuart & Colleen Bauman 519-669-5567

Open Monday - Saturday 9 - 5pm, Closed Sundays

INOW]INESTOCK

baskets Trees - Shrubs - Perennials

Vista

GREENHOUSE

Bedding Plants - Hanging Baskets

Vegetable Plants - Roses

4693 Powell Road, Wallenstein, ON
vistagreenhouse@gmail.com

519-698-0550

Mon-Fri 8-7 Sat 8-5 Closed Sunday

her’s Day

z Friday May 10
Saturday May 11

THE

Hydrangeas GARDEN GATE
& Lilacs 2560 Floradale Rd. Emira

Standards not included (1 mile north of Floradale)
Mon.-Sat.9-6

Cash Only

+| Bedding Plants }
: Baskets 5
Planters
Flowers =
Vegetables | .. 28 ' GREENHOUSE |
Herbs ME ~, NURSERY

S — : V"‘» "" : lﬁ" ] ¥
6105 Buehler Llne Wallensiem | 519-698-9888
Monday-Friday 9-6 * Saturday 9-5

ks

Visit the Region’s LARGEST
Fence & Deck Showroom

s e oS o'} Seeournew
= showroom deck .
display

! NEW BBQ@’s,
\ Patio Sets now /
in stock

B I D 5 Forwell Rd. at Victoria St. N.
(One block past Lackner) RON A

THE FENCE & 519-745-3250
DECK EXPERTS www.bfdrona.com

an independent RONA affiliate

.and K-W’s only RONA Building Centre
Friendly Professional Staff - Locally Owned and Operated




Leading the way.

Shining a light on local enterprise,
stoking the economic engines.

Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com

Realtors elect chair
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Skills on display

The Cornerstone Association of Realtors
elected Julie Sergi as the inaugural chair of
its board of directors. A broker with Royal
LePage Burloak Real Estate Services, Sergi
will lead the new 9,000-member organiza-
tion beginning July 1. Cornerstone unites the
real estate associations of Hamilton-Burl-
ington, Mississauga, Simcoe, and Waterloo
Region.

Canada’s largest skilled trades and technol-
ogy conference, the Skills Ontario Compe-
tition, returns to the Toronto Congress
Centre May 6 and 7. Started in 1989, the
Skills Ontario Competition offers a unique
opportunity for top students to demon-
strate that they are the best of the best
in their skilled trade or technology field.

www.skillsontario.com

Sustainability

is a pillar for

these farmers

I fresearchers surveyed OWEN
any Ontario suburb or ROBERTS
neighbourhood, the odds Food For
of them finding 95 per cent " Thought
of residents voluntarily ]
using water or energy aFacebook post or an
efficiency techniques are alarming letter to the
slim. editor in the newspaper
People are getting better ~ disparaging farming and
at conserving resources, wonder if poor manage-

but that’s almost total
buy-in for conservation.
However, visit Ontario

ment allegations are true.
And finally, as develop-
ers continue to be allowed

——

fruit and vegetable farms, to push into rural areas
and resource compliance because of the housing
is off the charts. crisis, farmers find they
That’sone of many find-  have new neighbours who
ings from a new Vineland aren’t crazy about the likes
research centre report of noise, odours and dust.
designed to paintapicture  They thinkit’s misman- $
of fruit and vegetable agement or callousness. - \Qf//
farm sustainability in the It’s not; it’s just part of Isabella Ibarra holds her two-week-old baby girl Melody Grace Ibarra during an appointment with midwife Madelyn Conyers at the St.
province. farming. Jacobs Midwives clinic. The service was founded by midwifery pioneer Elsie Cressman (inset) after her missionary work in Africa.

The report, based on
grower input, was released
on Earth Day, April 22. It

Like any sector, agricul-
ture needs to continually
look at itself, figure out if

Marking 30 years of midwifery services

shows that farms in the something’s wrong, and . .
province are steeped in fix it before policy makers, St. JaCObS, Midwives ha\,,e seen ma ny hopes to mark profession anywhere in
sustainable production consumers and neighbours | Changes since the practice was first . & its10,000th  Canada and women who
approaches such as tech- act hastily or without regulated in Ontario in 1994 B birthlater wanted the convenience,
nologies and practicesthat  balanced information. thisyear, personal connection,
support water, energy and That said, the sector Julian Gavaghan “So we have added home visits and delivery
fertilizer efficiency and also needs to trumpet its Observer Staff many second Horst, by a midwife could not
reduction - approaches successes. generation B whois give birth in hospitals
urban Ontario can identify The Vineland research- PIONEERING ST. clients now, Y thelast under OHIP.
with. ers liked what they saw JACOBS MIDWIVES whose mom original If mothers wanted a
These kinds of navel when they held up a HAVE helped deliver had our team midwife, they had to go
gazing exercises, followed  mirror to the sector. more than 9,700 babies midwives for member through all the stages of
by communications strate- They found more than since becoming one ofthe  their babies, and still work- labour at home and pay
gies outlining the findings, two-thirds of greenhouse first registered midwifery now they’re grown up ingat the out of pocket for a private
are important for the growers reported having servicestoopenin Canada and they’re starting their clinic after the death of service.
agriculture sector. They’re  installed climate control 30 years ago. own families. founding midwife Elsie Among the women to
prompted by a couple of and irrigation systems Yet office administrator “That’s probably one of Cressman and the retire- go down this private route
phenomena. over the last 20 years, Andrea Horst, who has the most exciting things ment of four others. was Horst, after meeting
First, provincial policy as well as heat storage worked at the clinic since - I'm talking to someone The practice is respon- Cressman following the
makers are light years and energy curtains and the start, never tires of that I knew as a newborn sible for the delivery of birth of her first child, who
away from agriculture screens to reduce their spending her days at a baby.” between 350 and 400 was delivered in a hospital
and highly susceptible to energy use. place where almost every To celebrate their own babies every year. by an obstetrician in 1983.
suggestions from special About half have tran- day is a birthday. 30th birthday, St. Jacobs Atotal of 31 were born in Cressman, a nurse
interest groups that farm- sitioned to more energy “What’s really interest- Midwives is hosting an March, ranging in weights ~ from New Hamburg, had
ers don’t look after their efficient lighting, and ing and exciting is seeing open house on May 5, between Slb 150z and 91b worked as a Mennonite
animals or their land. close to one-third are some of our babies coming  which is also International  1loz. missionary helping moth-
Ditto for consumers. using renewable energy back into care as mothers Day of the Midwife. Until 1994 midwifery ers in Kenya and Somalia
They read a tweet or see > ROBERTS 19 themselves,” she said. The practice also was not a registered > MIDWIFERY 19

THOUSANDS IN PRODUCT PRIZE

LADIES NIGHT FLYER

FOR THIS NIGHT ONLY WITH ALL KINDS OF
HUGE DISCOUNTS FROM 50=85% OFF!

BEST PRICING OF THE YEAR!

GIVEAWAYS

SUNDAY, MAY 5TH, 6:00-8:00 PM

FOOD TRUCKS ON SITE

CANADIAN TIRE ELMIRA

W LADIES NIGHT [ eletopaction

325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA ¢ 519-669-2721
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MIDWIFERY: Much has changed from the early days

-> FROM 18

after training to become
amidwife in London,
England.

“She was showing slides
from her work in Africa
and I saw the joy on the
faces of these women,
having just given birth,
and they had nothing,”
said Horst.

“They lived in huts and
they had nothing. And I
thought, ‘Why are they
experiencing birth in such
ajoyful way, with so little
resources?’

“And so that was the first
sort of seed planted in my
mind that I need to look
into birthing options.”

Cressman, who was
later awarded the Order of
Canada for her pioneering
work, delivered Horst’s
second and third babies in
1986 and 1988 respectively,
inspiring the mother-of-
three to get more involved
with that kind of care.

Then, in January 1994,
Ontario became the first
province in Canada to
recognize midwifery as a
regulated health profes-
sion following campaign-
ing by Patricia Legault, the
former director of nursing
at Conestoga College, and
board member Denise
Squire.

With Horst as office
administrator, Cress-
man invited four other
midwives, including her
niece Evelyn Cressman, to
set up in St. Jacobs one of
just three initial registered
practices in the province.

The others were
Maggie Fioravanti, Royce
Entwistle and Louise
Tanner.

All had been trained in
either the United Kingdom
or New Zealand, where
midwives had long been
responsible for deliver-
ing most babies, even
when mothers choose an
anesthetist to carry out a
pain-reducing epidural
procedure in hospitals.

This option, with
pre- and postnatal home
visits and weigh-ins by
midwives - and doctor-in-
tervention if necessary or

BUSINESS | 19

-

Andrea Horst has been the office administrator since the

start. Julian Gavaghan
requested — is now on offer
to all women in Ontario.

However, only around
20 per cent of mothers in
the province choose this
option currently, although
Horst says midwifery
has become increasingly
“mainstream.”

About 75 per cent of St.
Jacobs’ patients give birth
in hospitals, with the rest
choosing either to have
their babies at home or in
the clinic’s birthing suite.

Many Mennonites who
travel by horse-drawn
buggy prefer the latter
options, Horst said.

People without an
Ontario Health Card,
including immigrants, can
also use midwife services
to give birth in the clinic or
at home without paying, as
the province will fund it.

Hospitals would,
however, charge them.

In the three decades
since OHIP began paying
for midwife-delivery,
many Canadian universi-
ties now offer midwifery
as afour-year degree.

St. Jacobs Midwives has
mentored more than 120
students from McMaster,
Laurentian and Toronto
Metropolitan, which was
formerly known as Ryer-
son University.

Among the former
mentees is current
midwife Madelyn Conyers,
who was weighing one
of the practice’s newest
babies, Melody Grace
Ibarra, when The Observer
visited last week.

Isabella Ibarra, the
infant girl’s mother, gave
birth on April 11.

Visits by pregnant
women, mothers and
babies are big reasons
why Horst, 62, continues
in her role even after her
friend Cressman died
aged 89in 2012 and the
other founders retired.

While the clerical
element of her job has
changed since the office
was founded, notably
moving from physical
paperwork to digital
records, the rhythm of
pregnancies is the same
and every day excites her.

“You never know what
the day is going to bring.
It can be a busy birth day,
it can be a busy clinic
day, it can be a busy day
of calls for care,” she said.

“Ilove seeing the
evolution of midwifery
in Ontario to mainstream
normal now for low-risk
people to have midwifery
care.

“The people I work
with, the clients, seeing
babies, happy parents,
empowered women, all
of those things, just make
me enjoy my work.”

St. Jacobs Midwives’
Open House takes
place on Sunday, May
5between 2 and 4 p.m.
The clinic is at 9 Parkside
Drive, St. Jacobs.

Visitors can meet
midwives and tour the
newly opened birthing
suite and light refresh-
ments will be provided.

ROBERTS: Sustainability and profitability are linked

-> FROM 18

or capturing and re-using
carbon for crop growth.

Outdoors, 85 per cent
of growers report using
crop scouting and pest
monitoring to target crop
protection applications
only as needed.

Four out of five produc-
ers take soil tests to guide
more precise fertilizer
application. And about the
same number are planting
cover crops to keep the
soil healthy and support
carbon capture.

So, that’s what they’re
giving. What do they need?
The survey respondents
said addressing broader
industry issues around
competitiveness, taxation,
red tape and regulatory
burdens, combined with
incentive initiatives, will
make it easier for them
to continue adopting
sustainable practices.

Said greenhouse grower
Jan VanderHout, chair
of the Ontario Fruit and
Vegetable Growers Asso-
ciation environment and

conservation committee:
“We’ve made tremen-
dous progress in the
last two decades, and
growers are willing to
do more, but farms need
to also be financially
viable, which includes a
streamlined regulatory
environment, financial
investments and the
consumer support.”
Sustainability and
profitability need each
other. It looks like they’re
finding it on Ontario fruit
and vegetable farms.

-—=
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TRAILER SALES
Listowel

day
Event!!!
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ale b{
upetAning $1000 o1y,
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On site
Finance Approvals
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Garage Sale =.\
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519-291-5454 LonghaulTrailers.com
1150 Wallace Ave N, Listowel ON May 45 . ,
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Invasive Plant Pull

4 |ocations to choose from:

In Elmira:

* Southpark Woods — meet at the trail
entrance at 25 Whippoorwill Drive
Victoria Glen — meet in the mowed
green space at 28 Victoria Glen St.

Elmira Nature Reserve — meet in the
parking lot at 96 Southfield Drive

In St. Jacobs:
Health Valley Trail — meet at trail
entrance behind the fire hall at
35 Albert St. East

B 3 e
MAY 11
2to4 pm

Questions?
Contact Ann at aroberts@woolwich.ca

Township of Woolwich

— Environmental

== J Enhancement
QQ Committee




A concert that puts
the funin fundraising

Read a local best
seller every week.

Local stories that inspire.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com
Tips: observerxtra.com/tips

The Scott Woods Band performs May 14 at Elmira church in
support of the Grassroots Response to the Ukrainian Crisis

Bill Atwood

Observer Staff

WHILEITISRAREFOR a
full-time working band to
do most of their shows as
fundraisers for churches
and other local organiza-
tions, that arrangement
works for fiddler Scott

Woods and his bandmates.

That setup started some
20 years ago when, after
his father passed away,
his mother mentioned the
idea of taking a mission
trip. Not being in the
position to take such a
trip, Woods suggested
using a show to raise
money for Men for
Missions. After doing
12 of these shows in
the spring of 2004, the
group has been doing
150-160 such concerts
every year, minus the
pandemic pause.

“Some were doing
mission work and
some of them
were doing
other
fundrais-
ing for

the community because of,
say, house fires or rais-
ing funds for a family or
whatever. And they were so
successful and so popular
that the churches started
calling me and saying,
‘Hey, I heard from my
buddy down the road that
you would come and play
for our church because
we’d like to raise money,”
Woods said, noting the
band makes the majority of
their income on CD sales.
That will once
4. againbethe
= case when
The Scott
. Woods
Band
performs
8 at Elmira’s
| Gale
7 Presbyte-

rian Church on May 14, with
proceeds going to support
the Grassroots Response to
the Ukrainian Crisis group.
While the show dubbed
‘Old Fashioned Hoedown’
is afiddle-oriented perfor-
mance, it will also feature a

variety of tunes, Woods said.

The band, which has
had a rotating cast of
members over the years,
currently features Woods,
his sister Kendra Norris,
Quebec native Germain
Leduc and the youngest
member, fiddler and

step dancer Leo
Stock. Each
member will have
achance to shine
at Gale.
Norris adds a
comedic element to

/" the show, telling some

jokes and singing a “silly
song,” Woods explained.

~ Stock dresses up as a

farmer and performs
the 1956 Leort
) Van Dyke

) song The
Auctioneer,
while

Leduc
plays
Quebecois-style
fiddle music of his own
composition as well as
some ragtime piano
music. Woods will do
some trick-fiddling
with a broomstick, a
coat hanger and some
somersaults. He will also

TIRE

LOCALLY OWNED
& OPERATED

CANADIAN

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE 325 ARTHUR ST S., ELMIRA . 5]9 669-2721 «

o~ N\ &

GARDN CENTRE,
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Student art on display AGO reopens

The Elora Fergus Arts Council presents
an art show featuring the works of Centre
Wellington District High School starting
today (Thursday) from 4-6 p.m. atthe Centre
Wellington Sportsplex. Artteachers Jennifer
Main and Bobbi Bentham-Reynolds chal-
lenged the students to create quick-drying
acrylic paintings within a 20-minute time limit.

Marking the reopening of the Art Gallery of
Ontario (AGO), the museum is offering free
admission this weekend. Included during this
free admission weekend is the new special
exhibition Making Her Mark: A History
of Women Artists in Europe, 1400-1800.

www.ago.ca

www.elorafergusartscouncil.ca

perform a talking song

in the style of Johnny
Cash and Tommy Hunter.
The chosen piece for this
performance will be the
well-known Touch of the
Master’s Hand.

“We try to have it the
way that music was
intended to be. It’s
fun, it’s happy
music. There’s
alittle bitof an
emotional roller-
coaster. We do have
some serious moments
throughout the show,”
said Woods.

Asaband that does
all of its own setup and
takedown, there are a lot
of technical elements and
imagery in the show to give
the audience an even more
enhanced experience.

“We have GoPro
cameras on the stage
so you can see when
[Leduc’s] playing this
piano solo, you can see
his fingers moving and we
have a camera on the feet
so that you can see Leo’s
feet when he’s dancing.
And you can see close up
with my fingers when I'm
playing some fancy fiddle
tunes aswell....Soit’sa
real production where
we do all our own sound
nagand lighting,” Woods
explained.

“There’sjust the
four of us on the bus,
except for my dog Sandy
that travels with us. She’s
kind of our mascot.”

The Scott Woods Band
is set to perform at a Gale
on May 14 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $45 each and
can be purchased online at
www.scottwoods.ca or by
calling 1-855-726-8896.

Kendra Norris and
Scott Woods make
up half of the Scott
Woods Band, along
with Leo Stock and
Germain Leduc.

REGULAR HOURS: MON-FRI 8AM-9PM,
SAT 8AM-7PM, SUN 9AM-6PM
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Advertising Placing a classified ad

All classified advertising is prepaid. Ads
will be accepted in person, email, or phone
during regular office hours. Deadline is
Wednesdays by 10am. Order and pay online
at: observerxtra.com/classifieds.

Seven days.
One paper.
A bestseller every week.

Please call or email for display advertising
quotes for Help Wanted, Auctions, Real
Estate, Public Notices, Service Pro Directory
and Obituaries.

Classifieds

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 104 Family Album Notices: Residential: $9 per 20 words
Email: ads@woolwichobserver.com Order and pay for family announcement (20¢ per extra word)
: : notices online at: Commercial: ~ $15 per 20 words

Job Posts: jobs.observerxtra.com observerxtra.com/notices (30¢ per extra word)

Work Wanted For Sale Auction Help Wanted

LOOKINGFORWORK. THOUSANDS OF

HAS CAR. CALLROB, ITEMS TO CLEAR AT
519-591-6274. Kitchener ware-
................................. house. Furniture,

For Sale Mattresses, Shoes,

Bicycles and more.

Ii\ﬁvg"ll_Al‘:’stl‘I&zglf Call for an appoint-

Call Georae Haffner Ment. 226-606-0710,
9 226-988-7024.

Trucking, 519-574-4141 2 T .
or 519-669-2045. Hay & Straw

RAILWAY TIES. DAY CORN STALK BALES
TIME 519-669-2231, - 4X5ROUND, BALED
evenings 519-664-2875.  Spring of '24, stored
Ask for Vernon. inside. Call or text
................................. Kevin 519-616-4985.

Word ads and Help Wanted
continues on next page

Automotive

MAY VEHICLE AUCTION

Webcast Online | Police, Fleet & Municipal Vehicles
Saturday, May 11t « 9:30am

MAY TIMED ONLINE
TOOLAUCTION

Soft Close May 14t « 2pm

Go to: mrjutzi.hibid.com/auctions

M. R. JUTZI & Co.

== 5100 Fountain St. N., Breslau 519.648.2111
www.mrjutzi.ca

Help Wanted

OMMUNITY
RE
ONCEPTS

of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Student/Youth
Employment Opportunities
(Full-time - May/June to September)

(S Positions Available)

Community Care Concepts provides high quality support
services throughout the Townships of Woolwich, Wellesley
and Wilmot that enable seniors and adults with disabilities to
remain as independent as possible in their own homes.
Community Care Concepts is a non-profit volunteer-based
organization.

We are searching for students/youth to work in a variety of roles
including a Community and Social Services Worker, an
Activities Leader - Seniors and a Case Aide (5 days per week- 35
hours per week - starting as early as mid-May to September).

The Community and Social Services Worker will work in our
home and community-based programs across Woolwich,
Wellesley and Wilmot Townships. The Activities
Leader-Seniors will work in our adult day programs and
group-based community programs across the Townships.
Both will be directly involved in delivering programs and
services to meet the social, physical, emotional and cognitive
needs of our clients.

CONTRACTOR CAP for small
pick-up with a 6ft box and cargo slide,
must be sold together.

$1200.00, Dave 519-664-2945.

Wanted

! WANTED !
WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS

Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year round! Pick-up available!

Call Peter 416-889-9365
NO MIN OR MAX QTY!

CONESTOGO

AGRISYSTEMS INC.

Service Technician

We also searching for a Case Aide to provide a variety of
administrative and direct service functions associated with
the case management of clients and the coordination of our
programs and services within our Elmira office.

Job Summary

Conestogo Agri Systems Inc., a progressive, growing company, is seeking the right
qualified individual to join our service team who is organized, detail oriented,
self-motivated, has the ability to adapt to new technologies in the agricultural industry,
and must possess excellent customer service skills. This fulltime position offers variety
and continual learning opportunities.

This position could entail a variety of different skills, ex. welding, electrical, plumbing. A
farming or agriculture background would be considered an asset and would be .
preferred. With the support of your fellow service technicians, you will be responsible
for troubleshooting and servicing milking and barn equipment.

Role Responsibilities: .
e Work on a team and independently from a mobile location
o Electrical and mechanical aptitude a must.

o Welding skills a plus.

o Ability to work in all types of Ontario weather

 Ability to lift 50Ibs on a regular basis .

e Required to participate in the after-hours emergency service “on-call” rotation
with the other service technicians.

e Flexible for overtime as required. (Premium Pay for Overtime Hours)

 Responsible for accurate and complete documentation required of a service
technician for daily duties.

* Responsible for your assigned vehicle in regard to communicating all maintenance

Candidates must meet the eligibility of the Canada Summer
Jobs program including:

be between 15 and 30 years of age at the start
of the employment

be a Canadian citizen, permanent resident, or
person to whom refugee protection has been
conferred under the Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act for the duration of the
employment; and,

Auction

40 ACRE FARM
FOR SALE

Through our Customized tender process,
At 2450 Northfield Dr. East, Woolwich Twp.,
Highway 86 east from Elmira (Church St. East),
then left on Northfield Dr,
for the Stu Vogel Estate

have a valid Social Insurance Number at the
start of employment and be legally entitled to
work in Canada in accordance with relevant
provincial or territorial legislation and
regulations

The ideal candidates will possess education in recreation,

INITIAL OFFER DEADLINE
MONDAY, MAY 27TH AT 6:00 P.M.

40 ACRES, MORE OR LESS. Approx. 31
acres workable, balance mixed bush. Majority
Harriston loam type soil with approx. 6 acres
black muck. Recently systematically tiled.

NOTE - A nice chunk of workable land with
lots of possibilities. A great location, whether
adding to your farming land base or to
potentially build your dream home. Minutes
from Elmira, central to Waterloo, Kitchener
& Guelph.

NO RESERVE BID. For info package and/or
to view Contact Auctioneer.

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd.
519-699-4451

requirements, keeping vehicle clean, keeping an account of all tools assigned,
and keeping account of all inventory.

 Required to display a high degree of professionalism, craftsmanship, work ethic,
excellent attendance, teamwork attitude, and perform at a high level of efficiency.

Required Professional Knowledge, Skills and Qualifications:
e Service, installation and maintenance experience with dairy milking systems
and components
o Aware of all codes and safety regulations
 Technical trouble-shooting skills
e Strong electrical knowledge
 Driver’s license in good standing
© Must possess excellent written and verbal communication skills
We offer competitive wages, benefits and an RRSP Program.

If you are interested in joining a dynamic, progressive, detail-oriented team who are
dedicated to Customer Service and quality workmanship please e-mail your resume to:
info@conestogoagri.ca
We thank all applicants for their interest, however, only those
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Conestogo Agri Systems Inc. is fully committed to abiding by
all equal opportunity employment standards.

gerontology, social services, personal support work or a
related discipline accompanied by directly related experience
in working with seniors or adults with disabilities. Computer
proficiency as well as strong oral and written communication
skills, an ability to work independently, program planning and
delivery skills and knowledge of the needs of the client base
are essential. A valid driver’s license and access to a reliable
vehicle are a definite asset. A mandatory vaccination policy is
in place within the organization.

Qualified candidates are invited to submit a resume and cover
letter no later than 4 pm on Friday May 10, 2024 to:

Cathy Harrington
Executive Director
Community Care Concepts
929 Arthur Street South
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 222
cathyh@communitycareconcepts.ca

Exercise your freedom of expression with
relevant discourse in your community.

Scan Me

Write a letter to the editor and
submit it online today.

ERR observerxtra.com/letters
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Word ads and Help Wanted
continued from previous page

Ag. Services

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL
Spray Lime, 22.5kg.
bag; feed grade lime,
25kg. Delivered. Call
George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN
DELIVERED BY
Einwechter. Mini-
mum 15 ton lots. Call
George Haffner Truck-
ing 519-574-4141 or
519-669-2045.

HIGHEST PRICES PAID
FOR OMEGA, CART-
ier, Rolex & all pocket
watches. Gold & Silver
jewellery, all coins
& paper money. Will
pick up!! Over 40 yrs
experience, honest
fair dealing. Call Terry
519-242-6900 or
gallamore@golden.net

Trades &
Services

LAWN ROLLING -
MULTIPLE ROLLERS,
Big and small lawns
welcome. 2500 Ib
rollers, gates must
be 40 inches wide to
fit through. Call/Text
226-791- 0921.

KARATE! IN-PERSON
& VIRTUAL CLASSES
AVAILABLE.
SCHWEITZER'S
MARTIAL ARTS.
Self-defense,
Self-discipline,
Self-confidence.
GROUP CLASSES FOR
AGES 4 TO ADULT.
Taught by Renshi
Becky Schweitzer,
4th Degree Black
Belt and 12X World
Karate Champion.
Location St. Peters
Lutheran Church -
2925 Lobsinger Line,
Heidelberg. 8 week
session $105+HST.
Uniform extra. Call
519-580-1418 or e-mail
becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com
www.schweitzers
martialarts.com

Advertisement

Coming
Events

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

MAPLETON HISTORI-
CAL SOCIETY
Annual Meeting -
Friday, May 10 at 7
p.m. Maryborough
Community Centre,
Moorefield. Speaker
Catharine Anne Wilson
- Being Neighbours:
Cooperative Work and
Rural Culture. Learn
how neighbours work-
ing together in work
bees played a vital
role in the viability of
the family farm and
rural culture. Her book
will also be available.
More info mapleton
historical@gmail.com
or 519-501-5423.

Garage Sales

DOWN SIZING SALE.
81TIMBER TRAIL RD.,
Elmira. May 11,7:30 - 4.
Furniture, Dishes, Tools
etc.

GARAGE SALE- SAT
MAY 4TH, 8AM-1PM.
32 Robin Drive Elmira.
Something for every-
one.

HEIDELBERG TOWN-
WIDE GARAGE SALE.
Saturday, May 1
8am-12pm. Shop the
quaint town of Heidel-
berg. Rain or shine.

WORTH THE DRIVE
TO WATERLOO FORA
large Garage Sale Sat.
May 4th starting at
8am - 1pm at 81 Alex-
andra Ave, close to
downtown Waterloo.
Pre-loved toys, brand
new toys (in box),
Collectibles, books,
fleece throws, clothes,
wool/yarn, educational
resources, furniture,
housewares and a lot
of misc items. Priced
to sell!!

Residential:

OBNERVER

Sellitinthe Observer

All classified advertising is prepaid.

Ads will be accepted in person, email,
or phone during regular office hours.

Deadline is Wednesdays by °am.

$9 per 20 words
(20¢ per extra word)

Commercial: $15 per 20 words
(30¢ per extra word)

Order online at:
observerxtra.com/classifieds

Craftsmen Hardwoods Inc is seeking a

FULL TIME

... ALDRIVER

- Drive tractor and curtain-side trailer with attached forklift
- Deliver wood products to woodworking businesses in
southern Ontario
- Multiple drops per day, Monday to Friday.
Home every evening.
Skills & Requirements:
- AZdrivers license
- Forklift experience an asset
- Professional mannerism
- Team player
- Customer service oriented
Our Mission Statement

To glorify God while providing quality wood
products and services to the Ontario market

Please submit resumes via:

Attn: Rob
hr@craftsmenhardwoods.com
34 Drayton Ind. Dr. Drayton ON

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted

Email
In Person

519-638-3380 | www.craftsmenhardwoods.com

Help Wanted

LA

The Observer is seeking reliable adults and teens
to deliver newspapers and associated flyers to
homes in Woolwich and Wellesley. Delivery is one
time per week on Thursdays.

Ideal candidates will:

Have reliable transportation (walk, bike, car)
Be available Thursdays

Be reliable and work independently

Be able to lift newspaper bundles weighing up
to 20 Ibs

To apply, contact Joe Merlihan at
519-669-5790 x107 or apply online.
Please provide your name, address,
phone number, and area you are
interested in delivering The Observer.

Apply today!

F{]RV'ER JOIN A MOVEMENT!

observerxtra.com/carriers

Building a better newspaper together.

" IFREY

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATOR
OUR TEAM IS GROWING!

As a Construction Estimator at Frey, you will work as part of a professional
team to carry out day-to-day estimating duties. We are seeking a highly
motivated, disciplined team member to prepare detailed construction
cost estimates, perform quantity take-offs, and collaborate with team
members to meet deadlines and key project deliverables. The Construc-
tion Estimator will report directly to the Senior Project Manager and work
closely with the entire project management team, as well as a vast
network of vendors, subtrades and suppliers.
Responsibilities:
Analyze plans, specifications and other project documents to
determine requirements and scope of work
Attend meetings and collaborate with team members in a
professional environment
Prepare detailed, accurate and timely cost estimates for a wide range
of projects (multi-market)
Maintain accurate records of estimates including revisions and
provide timely updates on estimating schedules
Qualifications:
Architectural Construction Technology Diploma or equivalent
Highly organized with the ability to prioritize and adhere to deadlines
Solid understanding of the construction process
Minimum 5 years of similar experience required
Comprehensive understanding of various construction contracts
Strong focus on attention to detail is a must
Proficient in Microsoft Outlook, Excel, and Word
Knowledge of WinEst software is an asset but not required
Professional and pleasant demeanor with excellent verbal and
written communication skills
Able to work independently with minimal supervision, managing
multiple projects simultaneously
Frey Offers:
. Competitive Wage
Group Benefits Package
Ongoing personal development, training and various corporate events
Brand new state of the art office environment
Highly talented and dedicated team working together in a positive
atmosphere
This position is a full-time (Mon - Fri) in office position. Access to
own vehicle is necessary — minimal travel requirements to jobsites
as needed.

Resumes and Cover Letters can be sent to:
Ryan Martin (ryan@freybc.com)

We are an equal opportunity employer and thank all applicants for applying.
Only those candidates who are selected for the interview process will be contacted.

Y PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Solutions for this week's puzzles.
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Y LOCAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

v STORAGE

v TRANSPORTATION

Woolwich
} ’ RENTALS

Finduson ¥

Visit us online
to see our entire
rental lineup.

519-669-0524
www.woolwichrentals.ca
100 Union St, Elmira, Ontario

CALL
TO BOOK!
TODAY.
Country BUS LIN!SllNeC

VAN & MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION

“Specializing in small group charters”

519-669-5557
tnemebion S Elmira, ON

+ HOME IMPROVEMENT

R-W Eleetrie Ltd.

For All Your Electrical Requirements

e Residential * Commercial
e [Industrial

Randy Weber
ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
www.rwelectricltd.com

18 Kingfisher Dr., EImira | 519.669.1462

=1 ST. JACOBS

GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

1553 King St. N.,
St. Jacobs, ON NOB 2NO

L

o0
REDTRUCK

FREE ESTIMATES
519-505-2490
Wc%mmdﬁuﬂo/ Guaranfeed

519.505.2490
SCOTTSEILING@BELL.NET

SPECIALIZING IN
RESIDENTIAL RE-ROOFING

o Store Fronts
© Thermopanes
* Mirrors
© Screen Repair
 Replacement Windows
o Shower Enclosures
o Sash Repair

TEL: 519-664-1202/519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 * 24 Hour Emergency Service

Seott,
SEILING

AMOS

ROOFING:

e Specializing in residential re-roofs
e Repairs ¢ Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW,
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEED

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.
519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114

In Business since 1973 e Fully Insured

+ HOME IMPROVEMENT

Concrete Construction.

Driveways e Sidewalks ® Curbs
Patios  Finished Floors e Retaining
Walls e Steps e Decorative/Stamped

and Coloured Concrete

www.marwilconcrete.ca

519-577-0370

P |26 YEARS EXPERIENCE! |
John Schaefer

- FLOORING Painting
« Custom KITCHENS FREE
« BATHROOM VANITIES
HERRT= HOME | . SICO Paint ESTIMATES
nterior/exterior

R AARNSS « Custom WINDOW BLINDS Painting,
Wallpapering &

Plaster | drywall

www.LetUsFloorYou.ca  Hours: M-F 8:00 - 5:00 & Sat 9:00 - 3:00  Evenings By Appointment Repalrs ................
519-503-6033«w
1011 Industrial Cres. Unit #2 | TEL: 519.699.5411 _ PyT—————

DAR WAY(

§ CONSTRUCTION
- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

FRAMING - ROOFING
RENOVATIONS « EAVESTROUGHS

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016

darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

+ GENERAL SERVICES

PROFESSIONAL
BIKE MECHANIC
ON STAFF

& Moo REPAIRS

22 Church St. W,, Elmira
519-669-5537

STORE HOURS:
MON-SAT 8-6, SUN 11-4

]
ElmirQ
Home Hardware!

HorizZzomn

Septic Installations - Tile Repairs
Small Footings - Silo Footings

Maynard Martin

2512 Kressler Road RR1
St. Clements, ON NOB 2MO

Tel. 519-699-0507

SEPTIC INSTALLATIONS
EXCAVATING
MINI EX SERVICE

Leon Horst ¢ 519-669-5022

(ELMIRA)

PINE VALLEY
BACKHOE SERVIGE
Tile Repair T H
Ttites 80
6 Ton Mini Ex Service
Samuel Rudy 519-664-2624

v GENERAL SERVICES

+ AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GAUDET

PLUMBING SERVICE

G—S

Water Softeners

Residential Service

Repairs & Installations

Ultraviolet & Drinking
Filter Systems

GEOFFE
GAUDET
519-778-7473 (Pre)
Gaudetplumbing.ca

WHERE TIRES

ARE A
SPECIALTY,
NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm e Auto * Truck
Industrial
On-The-Farm Service

Call Donna at 519-669-5790
ext. 104 to book this space!

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

THOMPSON'S.

iAuto Tech Inc. ;

Providing the latest technology
to repair your vehicle with
accuracy and confidence.

y 3
(NAPA AUTOPRO  It's true
- I ——

519-669-4400 300RIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA
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Sue From
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

226-750-9332

suefrom17@gmail.com

Emily Minielly
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

519-504-6247

% emilyminiellyrealestate@gmail.com

@ PDE /M AY

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira 519-669-5426
OPEN HOUSE Sty 15 simday, tay 65°

o
ELMIRA - Welcome to 37 Pintail Drive, Elmira! Nestled among mature trees, this spacious
executive bungalow exudes elegance and charm. You will immediately feel at home in this
meticulously cared-for residence. It begins with a large covered porch and welcoming
entryway that greets you once inside. The main floor features a custom kitchen that is as
functional as it is beautiful, with modern appliances and plenty of storage space. Imagine
sipping your morning coffee on the deck just off the kitchen, or hosting summer barbeques
with friends and family in this picturesque outdoor space. The family room boasts large
windows and a fireplace to anchor the space. The primary suite is a true retreat with a
spacious layout, walk-in shower, and a large closet complete with built-in shelving. With one
additional bedroom, laundry room and a full bathroom on the main floor, there is plenty of
space for everyone in the family! Downstairs, the basement is an entertainer's dream, with
a wet bar and plenty of room for hosting gatherings or simply relaxing with loved ones.
Three potential bedrooms offer flexibility for guests or hobbies, while a full bathroom with
ajet tub and sauna provides a luxurious touch. Outside, the private backyard is a haven for
nature lovers, with lush landscaping, a workshop and shed for storing tools or pursuing DIY
projects. With its many updates and thoughtful touches throughout, 37 Pintail Drive is more
than just a house - it's a place to call home!

FLORADALE - Escape to your own oasis in the charming small town of Floradale. This
stunning property backs onto green space and a peaceful river, offering privacy and
tranquility. Situated on just over half an acre, this picturesque setting boasts an in-ground
pool surrounded by beautifully landscaped armour-stone. The detached shop in the back
provides ample space for projects and storage, while the expansive yard offers plenty of
room to run and play. The inviting 2 bedroom bungalow features a finished basement,
perfect for relaxing or entertaining guests. Step outside to the patio area, complete with a
hot tub for ultimate relaxation. The fenced-in pool area ensures safety and security for all.
Enjoy the country feel while still being close to amenities and conveniences. Don't miss out
on this rare opportunity to own your own slice of paradise!

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

RE/MAX

28N LEON'?
MARTIN |/

BROKER LEON MARTIN

Solid Gold Realty (1) Ltel., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

NEW LISTING $699,000

Large 1700 sq ft 3 Bedroom/2.5 bathroom home located in Milverton.
Updates include roof shingles (2015), engineered flooring throughout
main floor. Large bathroom on second floor. Open concept kitchen, dining
room and living room. Basement rec room and workshop along with
walk-out. Large patio/deck wraps around the home. 30 minutes from
Kitchener/Waterloo. Newer windows throughout main/2nd floor.

$2,750,000

9347 WELLINGTON RD 16 Road, Conn

125 acres total, 100 acres tiled every 30 feet. Older barn and house rented
to a tenant. 25 acres of mixed and hardwood bush, great Hunting and get
away spot. MLS 40570548

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA | DIRECT: 519-503-2753
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

LOOKING TO

BUY OR SELL

Discover your perfect home with B
Alina, your trusted local expert and
a Canadian-Owned Brokerage!

Call or email Alina today for a
FREE, no obligation Market Evaluation

Alina Telescu, Salesperson ad
226-606-5205 alinusht@yahoo.ca /& Red ite

www.alinatelescu.realtor Realty Inc.

Brokerage

Reach local
people at the
right time
every week.

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

Office: 519-669-2772 | Cell: 519-741-6231
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

37 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE YOU CAN RELY ON!

Brookmead St., EImira MLS $995,000.00

Expect to be impressed with this custom built home backing onto a stream/green
space. Open concept main flr w/2 bedrooms. Master bedroom ensuite, walk-in closet.
Mn flr. laundry/mud room. Finished bsmt w/in-floor heating — rec room, games area,
bedroom, 3 pc. bathroom & storage areas. Tons of closet space!

13 Porchlight Dr., EImira MLS

S NGATDFORYOUR
FREEMARKEREVALUATION

SCAN ME

Submit your sports team's
scores online today.

OBSERVER

observerxtra.com/boxscore

Connecting with the best local
audience is easy and cost effective
with The Observer. Order and pay
online in'the online order system.

Use your credit or debit cards
knowing it's safe and secure.
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“PROUDLY REMEMBERING OUR PAST; CONFIDENTLY EMBRACING OUR FUTURE.”

— P <

WOOLWICH

TOWNSHIP

Community

NOTICE OF THE PASSING
OF A NEW COMPREHENSIVE
ZONING BY-LAW
FOR THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of Woolwich passed
By-law Number 26-2024, on the 23rd day of April, 2024 under Section 34 of the
Planning Act, 1990 as amended.

An explanation of the purpose and effect of the By-law is attached. As the
comprehensive review affects the entirety of the Township a location map has not
been included.

EXPLANATORY NOTE

On April 23, 2024 Woolwich Council passed By-law 26-2024, being the Comprehensive
Zoning By-law for Woolwich Township (the “new Zoning By-law”), which concurrently
repealed and replaced Comprehensive Zoning By-law 55-86 (the “previous Zoning
By-law).

To develop and refine the new Zoning By-law, the Township reviewed the relevant
planning policy documents and completed an extensive public consultation process in
accordance with Section 34 of the Planning Act, which included holding three public
open houses in Elmira, St. Jacobs and Breslau and one formal public meeting.

The new Zoning By-law implements and is in conformity with the Township of Woolwich
Official Plan, which was approved in 2022, and by extension Provincial and Regional
planning policies, to control the use and size of land, as well as the use, size and
location of buildings and structures within Woolwich Township. The new Zoning By-
law will state exactly:

e how land may be used;

where buildings and other structures can be located,;
the type of buildings that are permitted and how they may be used;
the minimum and maximum lot sizes, parking requirements, building height and
sethacks from a property line; and

e other building and land use controls as deemed appropriate.
The structure, format and mapping in the new Zoning By-law was significantly
altered in comparison with the previous Zoning By-law and it will also address other
housekeeping matters identified by the Township or identified during the public
consultation process.

A summary of the key changes to the text and schedules, as well as a complete copy
of the new Zoning By-law, can be viewed at the Township Administration Offices —
Development Services Department weekdays between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm.

You may also view the documents on the Township’s Engage Woolwich page by
navigating to: engagewr.ca/zoning-by-law-review.

e View the individual sections of the New Zoning By-law under the heading
Attachment 1 to Report DS 11/2024.
e View the Summary of Changes by selecting “Attachment No. 4 - Summary of
Changes to the Zoning By-law” listed under the heading Attachments 2 through
14 to Recommendation Report DS 11/2024; and
Any person or agency may make an appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal by filing
with the Clerk of the Township of Woolwich no later than 4:30 pm on May 22, 2024
an appellant form which can be found at https://olt.gov.on.ca/appeals-process/
forms/ or from the municipality. Only individuals, corporations and public bodies may
appeal a Zoning By-law to the Tribunal. A notice of appeal may not be filed by an

Information Page

P.0. Box 158 Phone:
24 Church St. W. 519-669-1647
Elmira, Ontario or 877-969-0094
N3B 276 Fax: 919-669-1820

After Hours
Emergency:

unincorporated association or group. However, a notice of appeal may be filed in the
name of an individual who is a member of the association or the group on its behalf.
No person or public body shall be added as a party to the hearing of the appeal unless,
before the by-law was passed, the person or public body made oral submissions at a
public meeting or written submissions to the Council or, in the opinion of the Tribunal,
there are reasonable grounds to add the person or public body as a party. The Notice
of Appeal must set out the reasons for the appeal and must be accompanied by the
fee required by the Tribunal.

At such time when an appeal is filed with the Clerk of the Corporation of the Township
of Woolwich the appellant shall also submit the required fee of $750.00 payable to
the Township of Woolwich.

For additional information, please contact Jeremy Vink, Manager of Planning, by phone
at 519-669-6038 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6038 or by email to jvink@woolwich.ca.

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 2nd day of May, 2024.
Jeff Smith, Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING FOR
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BYLAW

On Tuesday, May 28, 2024, the Council of the Township of Woolwich will hold its first
public meeting, pursuant to Section 12 of the Development Charges Act, 1997, as
amended, to present and obtain public input on the Township’s proposed development
charges by-law and underlying updated background study. If deemed necessary the
Council of the Township of Woolwich will hold a second public meeting on Tuesday
June 18, 2024.

All interested parties are invited to attend the Public Meetings of Council and any
person who attends the meetings may make comments relating to the proposed
updated by-laws and updated background study. The meetings are to be held:

2nd Public Meeting (If Necessary)
Tuesday, June 18, 2024

at 7:00 pm

The Council Chambers

24 Church Street West; EImira, ON

1st Public Meeting

Tuesday, May 28, 2024

at 7:00 pm

The Council Chambers

24 Church Street West; Elmira, ON

If you want to speak at the meeting:

e virtually by zoom, please register: www.woolwich.ca/delegations and register
through the “online delegation request form”

e in person you can either preregister by completing the online delegation request
form or there will be an opportunity during the meeting for anyone to speak.

Anyone can watch the meeting in person or on
YouTube: www.youtube.com/@woolwichtownship9588

In order that sufficient information is made available to the public, copies of the
proposed by-laws and the updated background study have been made available as
of May 2, 2024 on the Township’s website www.woolwich.ca/building. The report will
also be made available by contacting the Township Finance Department. Phone -
519-669-1647

Interested persons may express their comments at the Public Meeting or in
writing, addressed to the Township Clerk, at the above address or by email to
councilmeetings@woolwich.ca or phone Clerk's staff at 519-669-6004 prior to
May 28, 2024.

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca
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¥ FAMILY ALBUM

Thank you

In Memoriam

Obituary

Obituary

Thank You

THANKS for all the cards and

60" Wedding Anniversary.

Also for the ongoing love and
support of our family.

best wishes as we celebrated our

Noah & Doris Metzger

Birthday

Birthday Blessings

onyour 80"
May 61944

Bryan John Benjamin “B.J."” Maher

December 19, 1989 - May 5, 2017

Our lives go on without you
But nothing is the same

We have to hide our heartache
When someone speaks your name
Sad are the hearts that love you

Silent are the tears that fall

Living without you is the
hardest part of all

You did so many things for us
Your heart was so kind and tru
And when we needed someone

We could always count on you

The special years will not return

When we were all together

But with the love within our hearts

You walk with us forever

How can we forget someone
who gave us

So much to remember!

Skip, Grace and Stacey

Martin, Selinda W.

Passed away peacefully on Wednesday,
April 24, 2024 at St. Mary’s Hospital,
Kitchener at the age of 83 years. Sister
of Sarah and Menno Brubacher of
Elmira, Abner and Anna Martin of
Fordwich, Nancy and Onias Martin
of Holyrood. Remembered by many
nieces and nephews. Predeceased
by her parents Nelson and Lucinda
(Weber) Martin and sister Lena and
Ira Martin. Visitation took place on
Thursday, April 25, 2024 from 1-5
and 6-8 p.m. and on Friday, April 26,
2024 from 1-5 p.m. at the home of
Menno Brubacher, 1205 Tilman Rd.,
Elmira. A family service was held on
Saturday, April 27,2024 at 9 a.m. then
to Springfield Mennonite Meeting
House for burial and public service.

+ www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com

e

Advertisement

Announceitin
the Observer.

Family Announcement Advertising: Ads
will be accepted in person, email, or phone
during regular office hours.

Deadline is Tuesdays by 5pm.

Order online at: observerxtra.com/notices

Subscribe

Order & pay online.

OBSERVER SUBSCRIPTION

‘Stay connected to.
- yo

ur community with
ubscription to The

Observer!
Cheque Credit Cash
CREDIT
VISA M/C
. CARD #
EXPIRY CVS

NAME ON CARD

| authorize the Observer to charge above card.

(Complete form, include payment, mail to: 20B Arthur St. N., ElImira, ON N3B 1Z9)

PHONE

SUBSCRIPTION

1 YEAR (52 Editions) $65 +HST ($73.45)

EMAIL

NAME Add Digital Access + $5/month (FREE PROMO)
ADDRESS

CITY PROVINCE ONTARIO
POSTAL CODE COUNTRY CANADA

2 YEARS (104 Editions) $130 +HST ($146.90)

rass4d

Runstedler, Doris Muriel nee Smith)

Passed away peacefully surrounded
by her family at Village at University
Gates, Waterloo on Saturday, April
27,2024 at the age of 87 years. Doris
was born in Normanby township on
September 21, 1936. She was an RNA
in Guelph and Kitchener hospitals.
She raised a family and farmed with
Andrew Runstedler (2013) in Linwood
for 49 years. She retired to Elmira in
2008. Doris treasured her family.
Cherished mother of Shirley and
Bryon Hergott, Andrew J and Kim
Runstedler, Eunice Schade, Joyce and
Kevin Doerbecker, Glen and Robyn
Runstedler. Loving grandmother of
Lori and Tyler, Kyle and Stacy, Scott
and Sarah, Jamie and Heather, Trent
and Natasha, Cory and Danielle,
Katelyn and Mike, Erica and Steve,
Heather and Trevor, Nicole and Clark;
and great grandmother of Avery,
Sadie, Hailee, Owen, Ethan, Lilly,
Olivia, Walker, Kenna, Caleb (2023),
Liam, Myles and Miley. Will be missed
by many nieces, nephews, their
families, and godson Scott Runstedler.
Survived by Elaine, Lorne and France,
Ann, Theresa, Herbie, and Anne.
Predeceased by her parents Florence
(Carmount) (1988) and Ronald Smith
(1995), sister Noreen (1935), one infant
(1962), sister Marilyn, brother Lyle,
and in-laws Floyd, Barb, Annie, Walter,
Mary, Joe, Helen, Fernando, Wilfred,
Vincent, Alvin and Ralph. Special
thanks to the caring staff at University
Gates. To Rose and Charlie, thank you
for your regular letters. Special thank
you to Claire for your care and support.
Your friendship and love for Doris
meant so much to her and the family.
Doris has fond memories of friends
in Linwood and Elmira, especially
Amy, Wayne, Leroy, Nathan, Elsie,
Veron, Betty, Sarah, Annie, Mary,
treasured namesake Doris Irene
Weber, and many others too numerous
to mention. Doris’ family will receive
family and friends on Thursday, May
2,2024 from 6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira
and on Friday, May 3, 2024 at St Teresa
of Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr.,
from 10-10:45 a.m., followed by the
funeral mass at 11 a.m., with Father
Peter presiding. A reception will
follow. Cremation will take place, with
intermentin Maplewood Cemeteryata
later date. As expressions of sympathy,
donations to Woolwich Community
Services Family Violence Prevention
Program or Kiwanis Transit would be
appreciated and may be made through
the funeral home.

*» www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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GRCA seeks feedback

Among the events scheduled

It's about all of us.

Leading the way reporting about
the people and places of home.
Email: newsroom@woolwichobserver.com

Report it: observerxtra.com/tips www.regionofwaterloomuseums.ca

Jane's Walk in Waterloo Region this week-
end, McDougall Cottage is hosting “Remem-
bering the Flood of '74: Building the Living
Levee walking tour,” an exploration of human
adaptation to flooding hazards,
how the levee continues to do its work.

as part of

and learn

The Grand River Conservation Authority
(GRCA) is looking for feedback on a draft
Watershed-based Resource Management
Strategy. An online public information
session outlining the strategy will be held
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on May 15. Members
of the public can register for the information

session by emailing grca@grandriver.ca.

www.grandriver.ca

Elmira landmark keeps ticking along ...

The members of the Society of Clock Winders are responsible for manually winding the mechanism atop the clock tower

Julian Gavaghan

Observer Staff

“WE’RE THE WORLD’S
WORST SECRET society
because everybody talks
about it all the time,” jokes
Brad Lebold about the
group of volunteers who
keep Elmira’s most famous
landmark ticking.

Yet, despite that, many
people living in the town
might be unaware that the
clock tower’s 110-year-old
timepiece is the only one
left in Ontario that still
requires winding by hand.

Lebold and six of his
friends - for their Society
of Clock Winders is a very
sociable one indeed - are
responsible for cranking
the antique mechanism
each week.

“It’s a privilege,” says
Patrick Kelly, an accoun-
tant and volunteer fire-
fighter who five years ago
took over the task from his
uncle Joe Kelly, who had
tended to it since 1988.

“Iwas asked if I wanted
to do it. I was always drawn
to the historical elements
of it. There are not many
clocks left that are still
wound by hand,” adds the
nephew.

The other members of
the society are Brandon
Seip, Jeff Hutchinson,
Scott McMillan and Dylon
Smith.

The mechanism they
devotedly maintain was
made in Whitchurch
England, by J. B. Joyce &
Co., afirm that originated
in 1690 and was said to be
the world’s oldest clock-
maker.

The bell was also forged
in the small town in Shrop-
shire, the Wales-bordering
county that gave birth to
the industrial revolution

carry on displaying the right time after 110 years. Julian Gavaghan

in the early 1700s when run forever,” says Kelly, However, he insists that
iron was first smelted with ~ whois proud of his Elmira  no marine mammals have
coke there. roots and is passionate been harmed in ages as
With the dedication about keeping the town’s part of the process of keep-
of its Canadian custodi- heritage alive. ing the landmark ticking.
ans, the mechanism has Lebold, whose day job The clock needs winding
chimed on the hour in also involves balancing once a week with around

Elmira with little interrup- mechanical systems, 60 laborious turns of its

tion since it was installed revealed that the time- crank.

in1914. piece’s original guardians The volunteers usually
“With a little bit of used porpoise oil to lubri- go up the 108-feet-tall

mineral oil that clock can cate its moving parts. tower individually and

> _ fF y

The windiﬁg melchanism (left) and bell were made by J.B. Jyte & Co, said to be the world's oldest clo

the towerin1914. Julian Gavaghan

Patrick Kelly and Brad Lebold stand at the top of the Elmira clock tower. They are among the volunteers who ensure the four huge dials

have a roster to determine
whose turn it is.

But each member
admits thinking about the
clock even when they’re
not on duty.

“Everytime I drive by
it, 'm checking the time,”
says Kelly.

Until recently, the clock
was losing about two
minutes each week, which

ckmaker, and were installed in

meant members had to
regularly move one of its
hands to catch up.

That problem was
eventually solved by the
group’s newest member,
Seip, a plumber who
joined two years ago and
discovered, perhaps not
too surprisingly given his
trade, that extra washers
could fix the problem.

“The pendulum weight
is what affects that type
of mechanism,” Seip
explains.

“After discussions
between everybody, we
basically slowly started
putting more washers on
the pendulum every time
until we finally got to the
right number of washers
and nuts.”

As a group, they admit
thinking a lot about time
generally.

At one point during an
interview, Kelly stops to
remark on the oddity of
Lloydminster, a city that
straddles both Alberta
and Saskatchewan, with
the latter being the only
province in Canada that
does not observe daylight
savings time.

Back in Elmira,
members of the society
have a key to a door on the
second floor of the tower
building that leads to a
series of narrow ladders
going up to the clock.

Itisin this first room
where one finds the brown
clock winding mechanism
that is marked in gold
lettering to identify its
historic maker.

Above this chamber
is the bell room, with
“Whitchurch, England”
embossed on the giant
bronze ringer in large capi-

tal letters.
- WOUND UP 29

Without You, We Are Nothing!

Thank you for your continued business & support.

We always want to provide exceptional service. If you have any
feedback or ideas on how we can improve our service please
never hesitate to reach out.

| always want to hear from you.

Email: leroy@leroysautocare.net Call: 519-669-1082
- Leroy

LEROY'S

AUTO CARE

Maintaining your car and your schedule

20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira.
Tel: (519) 669-1082
info@leroysautocare.net www.leroysautocare.net
Visit us online to book an appointment!
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Y COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR

COMMERCIAL

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

Kleensweep

Carpet Care S,
eMattress Cleaning
“Commarce

ePersonalized Service
oFree Estimates

West Montrose, ON

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

COLLEEN

TI it

;@% MaiTnte:]ance
Cardlock

Moo

COMMERCIAL 4%
FUEL DEPOT fo

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

¢ Design
¢ Installation
 Custom Fabrication

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

519.669.5105

1540 FLORADALE ROAD

P.0. BOX 247, ELMIRA
www.mgmill.com

create | protect | preserve

IyfestyleFinancial

your planning specialists

NANCY KOEBEL
519.744.5433

nancy.koebel@lyfestylefinancial.ca

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance,
business insurance, employee benefits programs,
critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.
652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

TOTAL

HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND
AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

KeerRite <> NI

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS
519.664.2008

Woolwich

&

INDUSTRIAL

Healthy -
Com muhn Itles - Projects & News

”f’FR

519-699-4641
www.freybc.com

INSTITUTIONAL

THURSDAY, MAY 2

O Music Jamming Night at the Junction, 47 Arthur
St. S, Elmira from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Enjoy the music
of the 70s & 80s - light rock, folk, and country. Bring
your instrument or simply come to listen/sing along.
For more information: Marilyn @ 519-589-5356.

SATURDAY, MAY 4

O Schnitzel Dinner at the Elmira Legion, 6 p.m.
Pre-purchase tickets at the Legion Hall, Elmira. cost
$15.

SUNDAY, MAY 5

OHawkesville Mennonite Church Finale. The
congregation of Hawkesville Mennonite Church
invites you to their finale service starting at 2:30 p.m.
After 74 years of Ministry Hawkesville Mennonite
Church will be dispersing.

O Lutherwood'’s Steps for Kids 2024. Join us, as we
lace up our shoes and walk for Children's Mental
Health at Lutherwood's annual Steps for Kids fund-
raising event. Steps for Kids is a free family-friendly
event. To register or donate: www.lutherwoodsteps-
forkids.ca Registration is required (FREE).

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8

O Seniors Community Lunch at Wellesley Recreation
Complex at noon. Community Care Concepts invites
you to join us for lunch and fellowship. The cost is
$14 per person. Please call 519-664-1900 by May
3 to sign up.

O Kiwanis Club of EImira Speaker’s Series. Hosting
speaker Robin Heald. At the Harvest Moon Restau-
rant in St. Jacobs to learn about child victims and
witness services in the region. Free to attend, just
buy your breakfast. Email Lorne.mackinnon16@
gmail.com to confirm your attendance.

THURSDAY, MAY 9

O Seniors Community Lunch at Breslau Community
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites
you to join us for lunch, and fellowship. The cost is
$14 per person. Please call 519-664-1900 by May
3 to sign up.

OWoodside Evergreen for Seniors at Woodside
Church, Elmira, 10:30 a.m. “Songs We Knew When:
Vinyl, Folk, Gospel, Classics” Menno Valley Sound
Band. Devotional by Pastor Roland Mechler. Regis-
tration is required by May 5 at woodsidechurch.ca/
evergreen or 519-669-1296. All seniors are welcome.

FRIDAY, MAY 10

AGRICULTURAL

RESIDENTIAL

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs SBewice
All Makes & Models

cuurn

9 Church St. E., Elmira

519-669-8362

Email: elmiravacuum@gmail.com

Quality & Service

you can trust.

SMALL ENGINES & AUTO CLINIC

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

B\ Bauer Hearing

Education and Treatment

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919

charlene@bauerhearing.com
25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

O Woolwich Gardeners Fundraiser Plant Sale Dona-
tions. Hosted by Woolwich Gardeners and TWEEC.
Potted and labelled perennials and other garden-re-
lated items are accepted for donations on May 10
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for the Woolwich Gardeners'
Plant Sale which is held Saturday, May 11, 2024, from
8 a.m. to noon at Elmira Home Hardware parking
lot-- 22 Church Street West. Native Plants promoted
by TWEEC.

O FREE Tool/Garden Trade. Clear out your unwanted
tools, garden items, plants, and other outdoor items
you no longer need (all in good condition, please).
Drop them off at Gale Presbyterian church on May
8 or 9. Join us from 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. for the FREE
giveaway and see what you find. Anyone can take
or trade items. No donations are necessary. www.
galepresbyterian.com for details.

¥ The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement is
not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses
and similar events do not qualify for free advertising. See
complete policy online. All submissions are to be made online
at observerxtra.com/event

The place to
getinvolved.

“Volunteer Opportunities

+ Sub-Committee updates

SANYO CANADIAN

MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Plumbing
Service &
Maintenance

* Water
| ANy s
A P LE LA N Filtra
M f PLUMBING SULUTIUE
ﬂ Upgrades &
Installation

519-778-3840
5094 Ament Line, Linwood
info@mlplumbing.ca

Well System
Diagnostics

Plumbing

healthywoolwich.org

Five steps

to overcome

perfectionism

Perfectionism is often
thought of as a desire
for excellence. Itisin fact a
complex personality trait
defined by very high stan-
dards and an inability to
accept anything less than
perfect.

Perfectionism can drive
high achievement, motiva-
tion, and efficiency. But
it can also result in stress,
low self-esteem, and
strained relationships.

Unhelpful thinking
habits and behaviours,
our interpretation of the
world around us, and the
high standards we set
for ourselves are part of
perfectionism. Recogniz-
ing and challenging these
patterns is important for
good mental health.

Here are five steps to
loosen the grasp of perfec-
tionism:

Recognize Perfection-
ist Tendencies

The first step in over-
coming perfectionism is
self-awareness. Reflect
on the following ques-
tions: Do you constantly
feel anxious or frustrated
when trying to meet your
standards? Do others
perceive you as excessively
hard on yourself or others?
Acknowledge these
tendencies with kindness
and without judgment.

Change Your
Thoughts

Our thoughts impact our
feelings, which impact our
behaviours. Incorporate
realistic thinking to offset
perfectionistic behaviours:
“Nobody is perfect, every-
one makes mistakes.” It’s
important to adjust our
perspective by considering
the bigger picture and the
inevitability of mistakes.
Learn to compromise and
embrace imperfection as
part of the journey towards
growth.

Confront Perfection-
ist Tendencies

Combat the fear of
failure by deliberating
making small, insignifi-
cant mistakes and learn
to accept that not every-
thing needs to be perfect

O Your Mental
Wellbeing

Woolwich
Counselling Centre

all the time. Sometimes
“good enough” really is
good enough. This helps
to build resilience in a
powerful way. Overcome
procrastination by setting
realistic schedules and
breaking down large tasks
into manageable chunks.
Do not personalize failure
and shift your focus from
outcomes to progress. This
will help you to embrace
the journey of learning
and growth.

Prioritize Self-Care

Amid the relentless
pursuit of perfection,
self-care often takes a
backseat. However, it is a
cornerstone of emotional
and mental wellness. Inte-
grate self-care practices
into your daily routine,
prioritizing your well-be-
ing to avoid burnout.

Cultivate Self-Com-
passion

We are often our own
biggest critics, especially
perfectionists. Instead
of self-criticism, practice
self-compassion. Cele-
brate your efforts and
small victories. This will
serve as motivation to
carry on without being
overwhelmed. Offer your-
self grace and credit when
possible — you deserve it!

Overcoming perfec-
tionism is ajourney of
self-discovery and self-ac-
ceptance. Through this
transformative process of
accepting and embracing
imperfection, we create a
life of balance, fulfillment,
and overall wellness.
It’s not about achieving
perfection, but about
embracing our humanity
and the beauty found
within our imperfections.

¥ Woolwich Counselling

Centre is a nonprofit counselling
agency that creates awareness
and provides education to
promote emotional and mental
wellness for individuals, families,
businesses, and others in
Woolwich and Wellesley. Check
out their upcoming small group
therapy sessions and workshops
at www.woolwichcounselling.org.

Y FAITH DIRECTORY

Elmira

Churc

Mennonite Season of Easter

Pastor Charleen preaching

9:30am

www.elmiramennonite.ca

58 Church St. W,, Elmira * 519-669-5123 m
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Advances in care for med-resistant epilepsy

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My
son is in his 20s and has
had epilepsy for years. He
had undergone extensive
evaluation over a decade
ago. Lately, his medication
hasn’tbeen effectively pre-
venting seizures. What are
some of the innovations
available to provide him
the chance of seizure free-
dom and improve his qual-
ity of life?

ANSWER: An epilepsy
diagnosis can be challeng-
ing for anyone. Epilepsy
can be frustrating because
of the unpredictability of
seizures and the challenge
many people have with
medication.

The good news is
that over the last two
decades we have made
several advances in both
diagnosing and treating
epilepsy. From a diagnos-
tic standpoint, we have
abetter understanding
of the genetic basis of
epilepsy, with the discov-
ery of multiple epilepsy
genes guiding treatment
decisions. Advances
in imaging mean high-

ITS BACK! \

O Mayo
Clinic
Professional Clinical
Health Advice
|

er-quality brain scans that
can help us better pinpoint
a patient’s seizure focal
point and improve
chances of providing
seizure freedom. Soon we
also hope to forecast or
predict when seizures will
occut.

If your son has not had
continuing care with a
neurologist or epilepsy
specialist, I would recom-
mend that he consider an
evaluation at a specialized
epilepsy center that can
provide a comprehensive
team approach to his care.
The National Association
of Epilepsy Centers rates
Mayo Clinic as a Level 4
epilepsy center because
of the availability of the
broadest range of diagnos-
tic and treatment options
for people with epilepsy.
Mayo Clinic epilepsy care
teams have experience
treating epilepsy to elimi-
nate seizures or reduce the
frequency and intensity

of seizures in children and
adults.

As far as treatment
advancements, there
have been many improve-
ments over the last several
years. There has been a
significant increase in the
number of antiseizure
medications coming to
the market. There are
now more than 25 differ-
ent medications, which
are much safer and more
effective in controlling
seizures.

When medicines
cannot adequately control
seizures, patients now
have a number of other
advances to help them,
including minimally
invasive laser surgery,
which uses a laser probe
and thermal ablation to
destroy epileptic tissue,
and deep brain stimula-
tion, which can signifi-
cantly reduce seizures in
people whose epilepsy
is difficult to treat. Also,
patients who may have
focal epilepsy and are not
surgery candidates have
other options for care.

Another recent advance-

ment is the ability to use
implantable electrical
devices that act like pace-
makers of the brain. One
of these devices can sense
abnormal electrical brain
activity and then deliver
an electric current to stop
seizures. The amount of
stimulation is controlled
by a wire that travels
under your skin near the
chest and connects this
device to the electrodes in
your brain.

In addition, there is
exciting research that
is happening related to
epilepsy, including clin-
ical trials looking at new
therapies.

Having uncontrolled
seizures can be extremely
frustrating, but given the
advances in recent years,
seeking out expert care for
asecond opinion may be
valuable for your son as he
ages so he can find a better
quality of life.

¥ Mayo Clinic Q&Ais an
educational resource and
doesn't replace regular medical
care. E-mail a question to
MayoClinicQ&A@mayo.edu. For
more information, visit www.
mayoclinic.org.

The members of the Society of Clock Winders include Brad Lebold, Brandon Seip, Patrick Kelly and Jeff Hutchinson. Julian Gavaghan

WOUND UP: Keeping alive a tradition that dates back more than a century

-> FROM 27

It is mostly quite dark
until one reaches the
top, where light brightly
shines through the four
elegant white clock faces
on each side of the tower.

Cogs can also be seen
that constantly wind four
separate rods that each
lead to one of the dials so
that every new minute
and hour of every day can
be marked by moving
hands.

Aside from maintain-
ing the antique mecha-
nism, the society is also
charged with keeping the

Canadian flag flying over
Elmira.

The rooftop where the
maple leaf flutters can be
reached through a door on
one side of the bell room.

Outside on a flat surface,
there are sweeping views
over town and it was possi-
ble to take aerial photo-
graphs from this vantage
point of this year’s Elmira
Maple Syrup Festival.

Being that close to the
bell can leave it ringing in
your ears longer than the
short chimes that mark
each new hour, however,
soitis advisable to stand

some distance away when
itdoes.

Although all the
members of the Society
of Clock Winders would
gladly keep this treasured
piece of Elmira’s history
ticking for free, they reveal
they are technically paid
todo thejob.

Juliane Shantz, who
owns the building that is
now branded as the Clock
Tower Wellness Centre,
gives them $1,300 a year to
manage the clock, which
the group always donates
to charity, they say.

While the clock was

installed in 1914, the tower
itself was built in 1912

and has served as a police
station, a post office and
was Woolwich’s town hall
between 1966 and 2008.

The two-storey
red-brick structure, which
features elements of the
classical and Italianate
styles, including trian-
gular-shaped gables,
received a heritage desig-
nation by the township in
2010.

That means that it
cannot be torn down and
must be kept as it is now
forever — long may it ring.

Getting Rid of
Garlic Mustard

Last week’s article focused on why garlic mustard
is a problem. Now let’s move on to how to control it.

Garlic mustard can be controlled by hand pulling
in the spring- starting now! The plants, unlike
dandelions, are easily pulled especially after a rain.
The plants have a tap root and do not regenerate
from the root.

First year garlic mustard stays close to the ground
and produces a rosette, the second-year plant
produces the flowers and seed pods.

Timing of the pull is most effective before the
flowers set and go to seed starting the end of May.
The seed heads can lay dorman~Yere8even years,
so timing is crucial for the best results, otherwise
you have the same job again next year.

The pulled plants can be disposed of in your
garden waste bags only if they are not flowering
or producing seeds. Plants that have flowering
heads with seed pods need to be solarized in dark
garbage bags.

Solarization is a method of killing the plants with
heat. The bags should be left to bake in the sun for
best results.

Each year you should see fewer plants, but it may
take several years until the existing seedbank has
been exhausted.

If you would like to learn more about garlic mustard
identification and control methods please join us.

The Township of Woolwich Environmental
Enhancement Committee (TWEEC) is a volunteer
group and will be hosting community Garlic
Mustard pulls in Elmira and St. Jacobs.

These pulls will be May 11th from 2 to 4 pm at
Victoria Glen, Southpark Woods, the Elmira Nature
Reserve and along the Health Valley Trail in
St. Jacobs.

Please come and help enhance our natural areas.
Families welcome. If you are interested in this
rewarding endeavor, please contact Ann Roberts
aroberts@woolwich.ca for more details.

For information on invasive plants and what to
grow instead, go to www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca.

WOOLWICH

TOWNSHIP

iy Township of Woolwich

o — Environmental
Enhancement

Committee
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These Vegetarian-friendly
burgers are delicious

O America's
Test Kitchen

Rigorously tested
recipes that work.

Afood processor makes
quick work of chop-
ping not just the fish but
also our fresh bread crumbs
for these salmon burgers.
We use just enough bread
and mayonnaise (plus some
choice flavourings) to bind
the burgers together while
letting the salmon still
shine through. Broiling the
salmon burgers on a sheet
pan in the oven allowed us
to prepare a roasted vege-
table side dish in the same
pan, but you can also grill
them together outside if the
weather is nice.

&

Broiling or grilling the salmon burgers and asparagus together

allows for easy cleanup.

Salmon Burgers with AsEaragus

and Lemon-Herb Sauce

0O 6tbsp mayon-
naise, divided

0O 3tbsp chopped
fresh parsley divided

0O 2scallions
minced, divided

O 1tbsp lemon juice

0O Saltand pepper

1. Combine 1/4 cup
mayonnaise, 1tbsp
parsley, half of scal-
lions, and 1tbsp lemon
juice in a bowl. Season
with salt and pepper to
taste. Cover and refrig-
erate until serving.

2. Adjust oven rack

4 inches from broiler
element and heat broiler.
Pulse bread in food
processor to coarse
crumbs, about 4 pulses;
transfer to large bowl.

3. Working in 2 batches,
pulse salmon in food
processor until coarsely
ground, about 4 pulses,
transfer to bowl with
bread crumbs and toss to
combine. Add mustard,
remaining scallions,
remaining 2 tbsp pars-

O 1slice hearty white
sandwich bread, torn
into 1-inch pieces

O 1lbskinless
salmon fillets cut into
1-inch pieces

O 1tbsp Dijon
mustard

ley, capers, remaining

2 tbsp mayonnaise,

1/4 tsp salt, and 1/8 tsp
pepper to bowl; gently
fold into salmon mixture
until well combined.

4. Line arimmed baking
sheet with aluminum foil.
Divide salmon mixture
into 4 equal portions and
gently pack into 1-inch-
thick patties, about 3-1/2
inches wide. Place patties
on 1side of the prepared
sheet. Toss asparagus
with oil, 1/4 tsp salt, and
1/4 tsp pepper and spread
in a single layer on the
empty side of the sheet.

5. Broil until burgers are
browned on top, 4 to 6
minutes. Flip burgers and
asparagus and continue
to broil until burgers

0O 2tspcapers,
rinsed and minced

O 1tsp extra-virgin
olive oil

O 4leaves Bibb or
Boston lettuce

register 125 degrees (for
medium-rare), and aspar-
agus is lightly browned
and tender, 3 to 6 minutes.

6. Transfer salmon
burgers and asparagus to
a platter. Discard foil and
arrange buns, cut side
up, in a single layer on
the now-empty sheet and
broil until lightly browned,
30 seconds to 1 minute.
Top bun bottoms with
lettuce, burgers, lemon-
herb sauce, and bun tops.
Serve with asparagus.

¥ For 25 years, confident
cooks in the know have relied
on America's Test Kitchen

for rigourously tested recipes
developed by professional

test cooks and vetted by
60,000 at-home recipe testers.
See more online at www.
amercastestkitchen.com

A Notes: If using wild salmon, which contains less fat, cook the burgers to 120 degrees (for medium-rare).
Age affects the flavor of asparagus enormously. For the sweetest taste, look for spears that are bright
green and firm, with tightly closed tips. If the weather cooperates, take the fish and veggie outside to

the grill!

Holly Morrell, top, performs with the Country Horizon Band at an EImira Legion fundraiser on Saturday,
prompting those in attendance to get up and dance.
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Twenty-two red dresses were smudged in Wilmot on by a member of the local Indigenous com-

munity. A profile of a missing person is attached to each dress.

@

Submitted

RED DRESS: Taking note is part of reconciliation efforts

- FROM 3

In advance of Red
Dress Day, WEWGISR
purchased 22 dresses that
went through a smudging
ceremony by a local Indig-
enous person. Each dress
has a profile of a missing
or murdered woman, girl
or two-spirited person
and an explanation of
what Red Dress Day is.

While Indigenous
people make up a small
percentage of the region’s
population at less than
two per cent, education of
residents is still import-
ant given the overrepre-
sentation of the overall
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Employees make their way back into the Home Hardware head office in St. Jacobs on Tuesday fol-

stats across the country,
Gagnon said.

“Even all across
Canada, the [Indigenous
population] compared
to the non-Indigenous
population is a small
population, but they’re
over-represented when it
comes to murdered and
missing women. There’s
a higher percentage of
women missing and
murdered of Indigenous
women than the percent-
age of non-Indigenous
women,” she said.

While there will not
be an official ceremony
on Sunday, each church

bt b ——

o 1

has been encouraged
to include information
on MMIWG2S+ in their
services.

Gagnon added that
partnering with churches
on reconciliation efforts
is a step forward for both
parties given the histor-
ical issues, particularly
where churches were
concerned.

“Ithink that the reason
we call the churches
specifically, and why the
churches want to work
with us, is to bridge that
gap and start moving
towards reconciliation,”
she said.
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lowing an evacuation caused by a fire alarm ringing, which prompted a response from firefighters.
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2755 Lobsinger Line - Heidelberg - 519-699-5200
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SOURCE FLODRIN

UP TO 50% OFF

MAY 3 -
MAY 4 o
MAY S °

3 DAYS ONLY!
SCRATCH

off your entire
purchase!*

SCRATCH DEAL!

KITCHENER

* Valid Friday May 3 - Sunday May 5, 2024 only. One coupon per customer.
In store only. Discount can only be applied to one transaction. Other conditions may apply.
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